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TIPS PLANNING FORM FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 
 

Book Title: The Family Book          Author: Todd Parr 
 

T: Tune In 

 Engage the child/children in a playful and loving interaction   

 Capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book you have chosen 
 

What will you do to tune in and engage the child/children with this book?  
A great way to tune in and engage the students in the book would be to sing “Look through the window” 
(Barney song).  As the song is being sung name each child and point to each student. Once the song is 
concluded, express how happy you are to see everyone at school today and how you are a great big family.  
 
Looking through the window song lyrics 
Look through the window and who do you see? 
It's (child’s name 1), and (child’s name 2), looking at me 
Look through the window and who do you see? 
It's (child’s name 3), and (child’s name 4), looking at me 
Look through the window and who do you see? 
It's (child’s name 5), silly ( child’s name 6), looking at me 
 
Hello, hello, hello and how are you? 
I'm fine, I'm fine, and I hope that you are too. 
Hello, hello, hello and how are you? 
I'm fine, I'm fine, and I hope that you are too. 

I: Introduce the Book 

• Draw the child/children’s attention to the illustration on the book’s cover.  

• Name the title of the book, briefly tell what it is about, and set the purpose for reading:  “The name 
of this book is __________________” (It looks like… See this …This book is about …).    

             “Let’s read the book and find out (state purpose).   
What will you say to introduce this book?  
Look I have a book! This book is about different families (groups of people who care a lot for each other). 
(We’ve been talking about families in some of our other books this week. – if connecting to theme). The 
name of this book is The Family Book.  Let’s read and see if you can find a family that looks like your family! 

P: Promote Language 

Engage in Responsive Interactions throughout the read: 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”.  
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• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story.  “Let’s turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 
 

 P.A.T. the Vocabulary: 
Which words will you select to  

Point, Act, Tell? 

Talk around the 
Book: 

Use Think Alouds  
What comments will 
you make to explain 

character’s actions and 
feelings, and connect 

events? 

Page # Point Act Tell Your Think Aloud 
Comment  

1, 2 Bunnies,  

Dad and baby 

Big (hands 

spread wide 

apart), small- 

move hands 

closer together 

to show small 

Family-a group 

of people who 

care for each 

other. 

Look at this 

family of 

bunnies, there 

are a lot of 

bunnies here 

(point).  They 

have a big family.  

Look at this 

family, there are 

only two family 

members (point). 

They have a 

small family. 

3,4 Family of skunks, 

school of fish 

  Look!  You see 

how the family of 

skunks (point) 

look the same, 
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they are the 

same color. This 

family of fish is 

different colors; 

they do not look 

the same.    

5,6  Hug- wrap arms 

around yourself 

to give yourself 

a hug 

  

7,8  Near- use two 

fingers to show 

close, far- use 

hands to show 

far apart.   

 Some families 

may live in the 

same house or in 

the same city or 

some families 

may live in 

different homes 

and cities. 

9, 10 Families  Pet- an animal 

that lives with 

you 

 

So, look at this 

family (point to 

family who look 

the same) they 

all have the same 

hair color and 

clothes on.  And 
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look at this 

family (point to); 

they look like 

their pet dog.   

11, 12 Fish Sad- frown  Look, this fish is 

sad b/c he is 

missing his 

family. 

14 Ducks and penguin    These ducks love 

this penguin so 

much they 

wanted him to 

be in their 

family! They 

adopted him!   

 15, 16 Two moms, two dads, 

one parent 

  There are many 

kinds of families 

that love each 

other. They can 

be different than 

yours, but they 

love each other 

just like your 

family loves you!  
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17, 18 Family Together- bring 

hands together 

to meet each 

other  

 I think this might 

be a birthday 

party, I notice a 

BIG cake with 

candles (point).  

It looks so much 

fun! 

21, 22 Point to quiet family,  

Point to noisy family  

Quiet- whisper,  

noisy- talk 

loudly (awooo) 

  

23, 24   Clean- not 

dirty, messy- 

dirty 

Look at these 

clean pigs in the 

bathtub (point), 

and these messy 

ones rolling 

around in the 

mud (point).  

They are dirty!!  

One family likes 

to be clean, and 

one likes to be 

dirty! 

27,28  Strong- flex arm 

to show 

muscles  

 Look, at how 

these elephants 

are all helping 
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each other be 

strong.  It’s 

important to 

help other 

people. 

29   Special-better 

than the usual. 

Every family is 

different and 

special, just like 

your family is 

special!   

S: Summarize the Book 
 Restate the purpose of the read “We just read about many different families in The Family Book. Let’s 

look back at (show previous illustrations and pair with target vocabulary).  Example of some vocabulary 
to revisit:    p. 3-4 same/different, p.  9-10 alike, p. 13-14 adopt, p. 17-18 celebrate and p. 29 special” 

 Encourage children to point to pictures that show meaning of key words or, if they are talking, to use 
key vocabulary to name pictures. 

 Ask simple questions about events, characters’ actions or feelings:  

What questions will you ask children about the events and characters in this book? 
- This family is _____ (big) and this one is _____ (small).   

      - These families look the _____ (same) and these look ______ (different). 
     -  How does this fish feel when he is all alone?  (sad)  
      - What is this family celebrating?   
     -  This family is helping each other be?  (strong) 
       

 For older toddlers: what open-ended questions can you ask to promote critical thinking? 
                     *not for older toddlers 
 

 For older toddlers: what other Tier 2 words (outside the book) can you introduce and reinforce? 
              *not for older toddlers 
 

 Respond to the child’s answers by promoting language:  

o Acknowledge answer or give the answer for infants and young toddlers.  Ex- If you ask your 
students, “How does the fish feel when he is all alone?” and a student frowns, the teacher can 
say, “Yes, you are correct, the fish feels sad.”  Or, if there is no response, the teacher can provide 
a multiple choice prompt by saying, “Does he feel happy or sad?    

o Provide supports as the child responds 
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o Model vocabulary and well-formed sentences 
 

Note: Keep in mind it’s most important to model turn-taking in conversation and to model the vocabulary and 

language you want the child to use eventually.  It is not so important to ask the child to recall specific details.   

How will you support children’s language in their answers?  

 

Extend the Book   
 Implement extension activities during other times of the day (e.g., indoor or outdoor play, center time, 

small group) and explain how they connect to the book you read.  

What will you plan to extend the book to other times of the day to reinforce the vocabulary of the book?  

Activity Materials Needed  Focus Vocabulary  

Family Poster- Ask your families to 
send in a poster of pictures of their 
family. 
 

None needed Family, special, big, small 

Classroom Family Book- organize a 
family book with the children and 
teachers in the classroom. Take a 
picture of students and teachers 
engaging in activities. Add the 
picture onto construction paper 
and create a classroom family book. 

Construction paper, glue or tape, 
hole puncher, string and camera  

Family, special 

Find the Perfect Pair   
What informational/storybook might go well with this book, to support children’s knowledge and 
understanding? 
Daddy Cuddles by Anne Gutman 
Daddy and Me by Karen Katz 

Adaptations for DLLs  
What adaptations will you make to increase the understanding and participation of the dual language 
learners in your classroom?  

 What languages are represented in your classroom? 
___________________________________________ 

 Is this book available in these languages? 
____________________________________________________ 

 Does the book avoid cultural stereotypes? ___________________________________________________ 

 If you don’t speak the home language(s), who can read the book with DLLs in their home language(s)? A 
family member? A community volunteer? Another teacher?  ____________________________________ 

 What other language/cultural resources are available to you? 
___________________________________ 

 Identify a few target words, including some Tier 1 words,  and phrases in the book to learn in the home 
language: 
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 Do you need any props or materials? 
________________________________________________________ 

 How do you plan to support the conversation with dual language learners? What will you need to keep in 
mind? 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_ 

 What other books on this topic can you read that reflect the cultures and languages of the children you 
teach? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
____ 

Vocabulary in English Words in Child(ren)’s home language(s) 

 Home Language 1 (please refer to 
Google for assistance with 
pronunciation) 

Home Language 2 

Family La familia  

Special Especial  

Different Diferente  
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