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Course Guide Information 
This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided 
in the corresponding course.  

 

How to Use this Guide 

Lesson Overview 

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and three major 
objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before 
watching the lesson.  

Notes Page 

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer 
back to them whenever needed. 

Reflection Page 

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you 
learned and how you can apply it to improve instruction. 

Extension Activities  

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much 
you learned. There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your 
understanding and improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: An Introduction to Vocabulary Instruction 
In this lesson, you will learn about the different types of vocabulary we use to 
communicate. In addition, you will learn about vocabulary breadth and depth. Finally, 
you will be introduced to different vocabulary assessments.  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Distinguish between vocabulary breadth, depth, and fluency. 
2. List and describe the different ways we can know a word. 
3. Rate word knowledge using a level system. 
4. Compare expressive and receptive vocabulary. 
5. Describe different ways to assess vocabulary. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy 

Take Notes 
We can describe a person’s knowledge of vocabulary by… 

1. 
 

 
2. 
 

 
3. 
 

 

What does it mean to know a word? 

P 
 

O 
 

S 
 

U 
 

M 
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Lesson 1: An Introduction to Vocabulary Instruction 

Take Notes 
What are the levels of vocabulary knowledge? 

Level 1 - 
Level 2 - 
Level 3 - 
Level 4 - 

 

Take Notes 
What are receptive and expressive vocabulary? 

 Receptive Expressive 
 

 
Oral 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Print 
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Lesson 1: Oral Language is the Foundation for Literacy 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 1: An Introduction to Vocabulary Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Distinguish between vocabulary breadth, depth, and fluency. 
2. List and describe the different ways we can know a word. 
3. Rate word knowledge using a level system. 
4. Compare expressive and receptive vocabulary. 
5. Describe different ways to assess vocabulary. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the 
results you will see. 

Application Checklist 
1. At the end of a teaching day, list all the ways you used expressive vocabulary and all 

the ways you used receptive vocabulary. 
2. Rate your knowledge of the following words: exult, transmission, monarch, oasis, and 

hesitate. 
3. Teach students how to rate their knowledge of words by holding up their fingers. 
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Lesson 2: The Reading Frameworks and Vocabulary 
In this lesson, you will visualize how vocabulary fits into three reading models. In 
addition, you will explore the relationships between oral language, vocabulary, and 
comprehension. 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Describe how vocabulary fits into different reading frameworks. 
2. Explain the relationship between vocabulary and comprehension. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Vocabulary Instruction Course Guide 

 

 

Lesson 2: The Reading Frameworks and Vocabulary 

Take Notes 
How does vocabulary fit into the different reading frameworks? 

The Simple View of Reading 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Scarborough’s Reading Rope 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The 4 Part Processor 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What is the relationship between vocabulary and comprehension? 
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Lesson 2: The Reading Frameworks and Vocabulary 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 2: The Reading Frameworks and Vocabulary 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Describe how vocabulary fits into different reading frameworks. 
2. Explain the relationship between vocabulary and comprehension. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better the 
results you will see. 

Application Checklist 
1. Write about a time you had a student in your class who struggled with 

comprehension due to not knowing the meaning of a word. What did you notice? 
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Lesson 3: Getting Ready for Vocabulary Instruction 
In this lesson, you will learn about academic words. In addition, you will learn about 
three approaches to selecting words for instruction and get a method for helping you 
choose words. 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Compare different approaches for selecting academic words for instruction. 
2. Describe and give examples of Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 words. 
3. Distinguish between words for spelling and vocabulary instruction. 
4. Use specific criteria to create student-friendly definitions. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 3: Getting Ready for Vocabulary Instruction 

Take Notes 
List 3 approaches for selecting academic words for instruction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Fill in the 3 Tiers of Vocabulary diagram and chart. 

 
 

 Description Example(s) 
Tier 1   

Tier 2   

Tier 3   
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Lesson 3: Getting Ready for Vocabulary Instruction 

Take Notes 
What types of words are best for vocabulary instruction versus spelling instruction? 

Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spelling 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What should be considered when creating student-friendly definitions? 
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Lesson 3: Getting Ready for Vocabulary Instruction 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vocabulary Instruction Course Guide 

 

 

Lesson 3: Getting Ready for Vocabulary Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Compare different approaches for selecting academic words for instruction. 
2. Describe and give examples of Tier 1, Tier 2 and Tier 3 words. 
3. Distinguish between words for spelling and vocabulary instruction. 
4. Use specific criteria to create student-friendly definitions.  

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Find or create student-friendly definitions for the following words: drowsy, escalate, 

and decline. 
2. Use the criteria presented in this step to evaluate the definitions provided in your 

curriculum. 
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Lesson 4: Vocabulary Instruction 
In this lesson, you will learn the difference between direct and indirect vocabulary 
instruction. In addition, you’ll get an overview of the four components of effective 
vocabulary instruction.  

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Compare direct and indirect vocabulary instruction. 
2. Identify four ways to embed vocabulary instruction throughout the day. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 4: Vocabulary Instruction 

Take Notes 
What is indirect instruction? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What is direct instruction? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

What are 4 components of effective vocabulary instruction? 
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Lesson 4: Vocabulary Instruction 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 4: Vocabulary Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Compare direct and indirect vocabulary instruction. 
2. Identify four ways to embed vocabulary instruction throughout the day. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. List the ways students are directly taught vocabulary words in your classroom. 
2. List the ways students are indirectly exposed to vocabulary words in your classroom. 
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Lesson 5: Facilitate Rich and Varied Language Experiences 
In this lesson, you will dive deeper into the first component of effective vocabulary 
instruction, facilitating rich and varied language experiences. You will learn about point-
of-contact teaching, intentional oral language experiences, and wide reading. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Describe point-of-contact teaching. 
2. Compare teacher-to-student-talk, student-to-teacher talk and student-to-student 

talk. 
3. Give ways to make wide reading more meaningful. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 5: Facilitate Rich and Varied Language Experiences 

Take Notes 
What is point-of-contact teaching? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Compare meaningful conversations in the classroom. 

Talk Description 
 

Teacher-to-Student 
 

 
Student-to-Teacher 

 

 
Student-to-Student 

 

 

Take Notes 
How can wide reading be made more intentional? Why? 
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Lesson 5: Facilitate Rich and Varied Language Experiences 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 5: Facilitate Rich and Varied Language Experiences 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Describe point-of-contact teaching. 
2. Compare teacher-to-student-talk, student-to-teacher talk and student-to-student 

talk. 
3. Give ways to make wide reading more meaningful. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Practice using the PAT Strategy during a read-aloud. 
2. Use the TALK Ladder to guide your feedback after listening to student responses. 
3. Write down 2-3 specific ways to make wide reading more meaningful in your 

classroom. 
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Lesson 6: Explicitly Teach Focus Words with Text 
In this lesson, you will dive deeper into the second component of effective vocabulary 
instruction, explicitly teaching focus words with text. You will learn an introductory 
vocabulary routine that you can use in your classroom. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Provide benefits of an instructional vocabulary routine. 
2. Detail things to consider when planning to teach focus words. 
3. Outline and describe the steps in an early elementary vocabulary routine. 
4. Outline and describe the steps in an upper elementary vocabulary routine. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 6: Explicitly Teach Focus Words with Text 

Take Notes 
What should be considered when planning to teach focus words? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
Why are routines beneficial? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Compare the early and upper elementary vocabulary routines. 

Early Elementary Upper Elementary 
Step 1  Step 1 
Step 2 Step 2 
Step 3 Step 3 
Step 4 Step 4 
Step 5 Step 5 
Step 6 Step 6 
Step 7 Step 7 
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Lesson 6: Explicitly Teach Focus Words with Text 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 6: Explicitly Teach Focus Words with Text 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Provide benefits of an instructional vocabulary routine. 
2. Detail things to consider when planning to teach focus words. 
3. Outline and describe the steps in an early elementary vocabulary routine. 
4. Outline and describe the steps in an upper elementary vocabulary routine. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Practice using the vocabulary routine to teach pre-selected vocabulary words 

explicitly. 
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Lesson 7: Explicitly Teach Independent Word Learning  

Strategies 
In this lesson, you will dive deeper into the third component of effective vocabulary 
instruction, explicitly teaching independent word-learning strategies. You will learn 
about the pros and cons of using the following word-learning strategies: using 
dictionaries, contextual analysis, and morpheme analysis. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Describe three independent word-learning strategies. 
2. Show how to find quality dictionary definitions. 
3. Provide ideas for the explicit instruction of morphemes. 
4. Compare different types of context clues. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 7: Explicitly Teach Independent Word Learning Strategies 

Take Notes 
What is important to know about dictionary usage? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What is important to know about morphemic analysis? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What is important to know about contextual analysis? 
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Lesson 7: Explicitly Teach Independent Word Learning Strategies 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 7: Explicitly Teach Independent Word Learning Strategies 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Describe three independent word-learning strategies. 
2. Show how to find quality dictionary definitions. 
3. Provide ideas for the explicit instruction of morphemes. 
4. Compare different types of context clues. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Evaluate the dictionaries you have in your classroom to determine if they provide 

student-friendly definitions. 
2. Practice providing sentences for words you’re highlighting in a word family and 

briefly explaining the words’ meaning in context. 
3. Identify Tier 2 or Tier 3 words in a text when planning a lesson. Then, determine if 

there are any context clues to help define the word. If there are, identify which type 
it is. 

 



Vocabulary Instruction Course Guide 

 

 

Lesson 8: Foster Word Consciousness with Extended  

Instruction 
In this lesson, you dive deep into the fourth component of effective vocabulary 
instruction, fostering word consciousness with extended instruction. You will learn how 
to create a word-rich environment, incorporate wordplay into your daily schedule, and 
get ideas for engaging extension activities. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Define word consciousness. 
2. Provide ideas for creating a word-rich learning environment. 
3. Describe different wordplay categories and subcategories. 
4. Give examples of how to embed wordplay into instruction. 
5. Provide ideas for extension activities to deepen word knowledge.  

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 8: Foster Word Consciousness with Extended 

Instruction 

Take Notes 
How can we create a word-rich learning environment? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
What are wordplay activities? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Take Notes 
List examples of vocabulary extension activities. 
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Lesson 8: Foster Word Consciousness with Extended 

Instruction 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Vocabulary Instruction Course Guide 

 

 

Lesson 8: Foster Word Consciousness with Extended 

Instruction 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Define word consciousness. 
2. Provide ideas for creating a word-rich learning environment. 
3. Describe different wordplay categories and subcategories. 
4. Give examples of how to embed wordplay into instruction. 
5. Provide ideas for extension activities to deepen word knowledge. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Create a vocabulary word wall to display your Tier 2 words of the week. 
2. List 3-4 ways to embed wordplay into your instructional day. 
3. Add a vocabulary workstation as an extension activity. 

 

 



Vocabulary Instruction Course Guide 

 

 

Lesson 9: Teaching Vocabulary Best Practices 
In this lesson, you will learn different vocabulary-focused, research-based instructional 
practices. Use your professional knowledge and experiences to reflect on your 
instructional practices. 
 
Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  
1. Describe best practices for expanding student vocabulary knowledge. 
2. Give ways to ensure multiple exposures to words. 
3. Show ways to teach word connectivity and relationships. 
4. Provide examples of corrective and timely feedback. 
5. Show instructional methods to use during intervention for scaffolding. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Notes 
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Lesson 9: Teaching Vocabulary Best Practices 

Take Notes 
What are the core principles of vocabulary instruction? 

 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
 
6 
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Lesson 9: Teaching Vocabulary Best Practices 

Reflect 
What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 
What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 9: Teaching Vocabulary Best Practices 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  
1. Describe best practices for expanding student vocabulary knowledge. 
2. Give ways to ensure multiple exposures to words. 
3. Show ways to teach word connectivity and relationships. 
4. Provide examples of corrective and timely feedback. 
5. Show instructional methods to use during intervention for scaffolding. 

Rate Your Knowledge 
Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 
scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Extension Activities 
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the 
better the results you will see. 
 

Application Checklist 
1. Draw a Quadrant Chart to represent the four components of vocabulary 

instruction. Inside each quadrant, write a specific classroom example. 
2. Practice providing effective corrective feedback to students who give incorrect 

responses. 
3. Practice using gestures to scaffold for students who need extra support. 
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