
LITERACY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

Equality    ·   Choice ·    Voice   ·   Dialogue   ·   Reflection   ·   Reciprocity   ·   Praxis 

Inquiry Questions: 

How does the world work? 

How are living things 
connected to each other and 
to the Earth? 

What do all living things need? 

How and why do they change 
and grow? 



February Inquiry: Perfect Pair- IYT 
How does the world work? What do all living things need? How are living things connected to each other and to the earth? 

How do seasons and the weather impact living things? What do living things need? Why and how do they change and grow and stay safe? What does change mean and what is it for? 

Anchor 
Books & 
links 

Key Vocabulary- 
English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 1 words 
for infant/young 
toddler and mostly tier 
2 words for OT 

Tune-In 
Examples 

How will you engage 
the child/children in a 
playful and loving 
interaction and capture 
the child’s/ children’s 
interest in the book? 

Introduce 

Draw attention to the illustration on 
the book’s cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose for 
reading. Language frames to use:  

This book is all about...I wonder what…! 
Let’s see what … or This is a story 
about….called x. Let’s read and find out! 

Summarizing 
Statement (OT 
include an example of 
open-ended question) 

Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement

Supports for DLLs 

cultural connections, 
props, songs in 1st 
language, other ideas 

5 Ideas for Bubbles: 

*Include a family connection and a
rhythm and rhyme idea

Perfect Pair: 1 
Where’s the 
Duck? 

By Ingela P. 
Arrhenius 

Where/dónde 
(don-day) 

Behind/detrás 
(day-tras) 

Lift/elevar     (el-
A-var)

Duck/pato (pah-
toe) 

Search/buscar 
(boo-scar) 

Find/encontrar 
(en-con-trar) 

5 Little Ducks 
song 

Or 

Hide a picture or 
toy duck under a 
piece of cloth and 
ask, “Where’s the 
duck?” Invite the 
child to lift the 
fabric as you say, 
“There it is!” 

This book is called Where’s 
the Duck? I wonder where 
we can find the duck. Let’s 
search and see if we can find 
it! 

We searched and 
searched until we 
found the duck! 

Before sharing the 
story in English, 
introduce the book 
in the first language 
of the DLLs. 
Consider how 
bilingual colleagues, 
volunteers, and 
families can help 
you. 

Make connections 
between English and 
first language of key 
words in the story 

Music: Cut out 5 ducks out of felt 
and use them on a felt board as you 
sing the 5 Little Ducks song. 

Science and Exploration: Laminate 
individual pictures of animals/nature 
from the book and tape each of them 
securely to a wall, or table. Laminate 
another set of blank, non-transparent 
paper, and place each paper over a 
picture of an animal/nature item. 
Secure one side down with tape to 
create a lift and see flap. 

Sensory: Fill a bin with water and add 
floating ducks for sensory play 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZw9veQ76fo


(and throughout the 
day). 

Math: Hide a picture or toy duck or 
other bird under a piece of cloth and 
ask, “Where’s the duck/bird?” Invite 
the child to lift the fabric as you say, 
“There it is!” 

Music and movement Song:  Birds 
Song 

Outdoor Exploration: Where can we 
see birds? During outside time, 
encourage children to look in the sky 
for birds and in the trees for nests. 
Teacher can also search for, find, and 
point out the materials used to make 
nests.  

Family Connections: Encourage 
families to take a nature walk around 
their outdoor space or in their 
community. Encourage families to 
have conversations about what they 
see or find during their walk. 

Science: Add photographs of real 
birds low on the wall for the children 
to interact with. Talk about the 
different features of the birds. Point 
out their wings and beaks and say if 
they are big or small. 

Sensory/Music 
Create sensory bottles filled with bird 
seeds. 

Sensory Play with bird seeds (millet 
seeds), leaves and other nature found 
materials. 

Routines: 

Words of the 
World: Birds 
By 
Motomitsu 
Maehara 

Bird/ pájaro (pah-
ha-row) 

Beak/pico (pee-co) 

Wings/alas (ah-
lahs) 

Different/diferen
te (dif-er-N-tay) 

Big/grande (gran-
day) 

Small/ pequeño 
(peh-cane-yo) 

Flap your arms 
like wings and 
tweet like a bird 
and invite the 
child to join you! 

See, see, see, 
three birds are in a 
tree. 
One can chirp 
one can sing, and 
one is just a tiny 
thing. 
See, See, See 
three birds are in a 
tree. 

This book is called Words of 
the World: Birds, and it has 
beautiful pictures of all kinds 
of different birds. Let’s look 
at this book together and see 
different birds and hear 
different names people have 
for these birds in different 
languages. 

We looked at 
pictures of so many 
beautiful birds and 
learned how to say 
their name in 
different languages! 

This book labels 
each picture of a bird 
with the name in 
seven different 
languages. For dual 
language learners, 
focus specifically on 
the word in their first 
language and make a 
connection between 
it and the word in 
English. If their 
language is not in the 
book, look up a few 
of the words in their 
first language. You 
can also make 
connections between 
the focus vocabulary 
in English and their 
first language. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaARSaHa5GA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VaARSaHa5GA


Talk to infants during diapering and 
refer to the similarities of the birds. 
(Ex. look at you moving your arms 
like a bird.) 

Perfect Pair: 2 
That’s Not 
My Elephant 

By Fionna 
Watt 

Elephant/elefant
e (L-ee-fan-tay) 

Rough/aspero 
(AH-sper-oh) 

Bumpy/abultado 
(ah-bool-tah-doh) 

Smooth/suave 
(swah-vay) 

Search/buscar 
(boo-scar) 

The Elephant 
(Words And Music 
By Hap Palmer) 

The Elephant 
Moves Very 
Slowly 
Oh So Very 
Slowly 
He Doesn’t Like 
To Move Too 
Fast 
Because He Is So 
Big And Heavy 

But Should He See 
A Tiger 
Or Spy A Mean 
Old Hunter 
He Will Start To 
Run And Shake 
The Ground 
And Make Them 
All Fall Down 

Rumble, Rumble, 
Rumble 
Hear The Jungle 
Rumble 
Rumble, Rumble, 
Rumble 
Hear The Jungle 
Rumble 

Trees Shake And 
Sway 
As The Birdies Fly 
Away 
Lions Run And 

This book is called That’s 
Not My Elephant. Look at 
this little mouse. She is 
searching for her elephant. I 
wonder if she can find it. 
Let’s read and find out. 

Wow! The little 
mouse searched 
and searched until 
she found her 
elephant. She didn’t 
give up! 

Before sharing the 
story in English, 
introduce the book 
in the first language 
of the DLLs. 
Consider how 
bilingual colleagues, 
volunteers, and 
families can help 
you. 

Make connections 
between English and 
first language of key 
words in the story 
(and throughout the 
day). 

Sensory play: Add plastic animals to 
a sand box or to a water bin. 

Outdoor 
Hide a plastic or stuffed animal inside 
the classroom or outside and search 
for the animal. 

Movement: Pretend to move like 
different animals. Jump like a frog! 
Stomp like an elephant! 

Sensory: Add a bin of different 
objects with different textures--- 
bumpy balls, smooth balls, soft fabric. 
Have conversations with the children 
about the various textures. 

Art: 

Use plastic animals and dip them in 
paint. Invite the children to paint on 
the chosen medium. 

Family Connection: Ask families to 
share which animals children are most 
interested in. Include those animals in 
your activities and conversations at 
school. 



Hide 
With Their Babies 
By Their Side 

The Elephant 
Moves Very 
Slowly 
Oh So Very 
Slowly 
He Doesn’t Like 
To Move To Fast 
Because He Is So 
Big And Heavy 

https://www.fac
ebook.com/watc
h/?v=52096813
7956477 

Touch and 
Feel: Wild 
Animals 

By DK 

Sticky/ pegajoso 
(peg-ah-hoe-so) 

Soft/suave (swah-
vay) 

Feel/sentir  (sen-
tear) 

Animal/animal 
(an-ee-mall-ay) 

Stomp/pisar 
muy fuerte (pee-sar 
moy fwer-tay) 

Have two objects, 
one that is bumpy 
and one that is 
smooth. Share the 
objects with the 
child and 
encourage them to 
feel them, talking 
about how one is 
bumpy and the 
other is smooth. 

This book is called Touch 
and Feel: Wild Animals. Let’s 
read this book together and 
see the different animals and 
how they feel. 

We read about 
different wild 
animals and got to 
see how the 
animals feel. 

Before sharing the 
story in English, 
introduce the book 
in the first language 
of the DLLs. 
Consider how 
bilingual colleagues, 
volunteers, and 
families can help 
you. 

Make connections 
between English and 
first language of key 
words in the story 
(and throughout the 
day). 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=520968137956477
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=520968137956477
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=520968137956477
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=520968137956477
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np1_iM4FnQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np1_iM4FnQI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Np1_iM4FnQI
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