
Intro to Centers: 
Extending the Learning through Conversations, Exemplar 

Theme/Book Butterfly Life Cycle Center/Small Group Science Center 
Materials individual photographs of the butterfly life cycle, paper arrows 

Target Vocabulary egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, butterfly, transform, metamorphosis 

What will I Say? 
Introduce Materials: 
Name new materials, 
describe 

“Today at the science center, you will find photographs that show the four stages of 
the butterfly lifecycle: (show the photographs as you name each) an egg, a caterpillar, 
a chrysalis, and a butterfly.  You will also find the informational text we read this 
week, Caterpillar to Butterfly (show), and some paper arrows (show).” 

What will I do? 
Demonstrate one 
way to use the item 

“You can use the photographs and the arrows to demonstrate, to show, each stage 
of a butterfly’s life cycle. Remember in our informational text, we learned that the 
mother butterfly lays her eggs on or near plants, (show photo in book) so I would 
start by laying down the picture of the egg (demonstrate), because it is the first 
stage in the lifecycle of a butterfly. And then, I would place one of the arrows 
(demonstrate) to show that we are moving to the second stage, the caterpillar! So I 
would place the photograph of the caterpillar here. You can use the book, Caterpillar 
to Butterfly, to remind you of each stage and what we learned about it. We learned 
that when baby caterpillars hatch out of the egg, they eat all the leaves around 
them, (show photograph in book) growing bigger and bigger. I would continue to go 
through the life cycle, making circle with the photographs and using the arrows to 
connect each stage to show the complete butterfly life cycle.” 

Make a Suggestion: 

You can partner with a friend, and talk about each stage of the butterfly lifecycle, 
starting with the egg. You can use the informational text as a reference, to remind 
you of each stage and what happens. You can discuss what you know about each 
stage and what happens next in the butterfly life cycle. 

Theme/Book Family, Peter’s Chair Center/Small Group Dramatic Play 

Materials Baby blanket 
Target Vocabulary dependent, wrap, attention, fragile, gentle, remove, comfortable, sibling 

What will I Say? 
Introduce Materials: 
Name new materials, 
describe 

Today at dramatic play, you will find a baby blanket. It is just like an adult 
blanket but smaller. A baby blanket can be used to make a baby comfortable 
when it is too cold. Remember, we saw in Peter’s Chair that babies are 
dependent on adults to take care of them. Babies cannot talk so they cry to get 
our attention. If they cry then one thing we can do is try to see if we can make 
the baby more comfortable by gently wrapping a blanket around it. Babies are 
very fragile, they are tiny and we have to be careful to be gentle with them. If 
the baby seems to be too warm then you must remove the blanket. 

What will I do? 
Demonstrate one 
way to use the item 

Demonstrate an attempt to comfort the crying baby by wrapping a blanket 
around it. 

Make a Suggestion: 
Today when you visit dramatic play perhaps you can pretend to be a parent; a 
mother, or a father, or maybe an older sibling and try to comfort a crying baby by 
making it warm using a baby blanket. 


