
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

All the World and Counting on Community
All/todos (toh-dohs): everyone and everything/todos(as) y todo
Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan
Everyone/todo el mundo (toh-doh ehl moon-doh): all the people everywhere/toda la gente en todas partes
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Inspire/inspirer (eens-pee-rahr): makes you want to do something/te hace querer hacer algo
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): everyone in the same place/todos(as) en el mismo lugar

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Ask families how they are connected and helpful in their community. Share a story! Write out, text, email the story, or send in a video or 
voice file. Consider asking families how those connections are the same or different in their hometowns or home countries. We can share these as a class to learn 
more about each other and the world.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from All the World: Inspire/inspirer (eens-pee-rahr)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Throughout 
the Day: 

Notice and celebrate when 
children are helpful to each other, to 

you, and to the classroom community. 
Have children practice noticing and 

thanking friends for being helpful. Model 
this and also try it in closing circle, 

thanking each individual child for being 
helpful during the day in a very 
specific way. Be sure you notice 

and include everyone.

Math:

When in a math 
center, practice helping all 

of the blocks/legos/counters 
be together in a group of similar 

things. Share that you feel 
inspired to (count/sort/connect) 

the objects and do it with the 
children.

Art:

Have everyone create a 
picture of someone else in the 

classroom community and a specific 
way that they are helpful to others and 

the classroom family. Be sure everyone is 
included and depicted. Write down the words 
children use to describe their pictures & how 
each friend is described as helpful. Use their 

explanations as captions. Connect the pictures 
together and post them around the room. 
Be inspired by the ways that everyone in 

the classroom community helps each 
other learn and grow!

Music 
and Movement: 

We belong… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
together! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  

We count on… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  

We can help… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
our community! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  
We take care… (uh-huh, uh-huh) 
of each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh)  

(To the Tune of “That’s the Way 
I Like It” by KC and the 

Sunshine Band)

Family 
Connection:

What people and places in 
your community are ones where 
you feel connected together with 

others who are helpful? Take a picture 
of a place in your community that is a 
helping place that inspires your family 

and helps you all feel connected to 
each other or to others! We’ll be 

sharing these connections 
together.  

All the World
by Liz Garton Seanlon

&
Counting on Community

 by Innosanto Nagara

Transitions: 

Sing throughout the 
day - 

We all (walk) together,
 together, together.

We all (walk) together, 
in community we grow.

(Substitute other verbs and sing 
often as you transition, e.g. 

nap, eat, sit, etc) 


