Scope and Sequence for Systematic and
Explicit Phonics

There is no one perfect scope and sequence for phonics instruction. You may see
variations in different programs and approaches. However, any scope and sequence for
phonics must:

e Move from simple to complex skills

e Build conceptually and intentionally from one skill to the next

e Include spelling patterns, work with syllables and morphology

Use assessment to figure out where students should begin instruction and place themin
the scope and sequence. Take care to balance introducing new skills, engaging in practice
and review, and focusing on foundational skills and teaching them to mastery.

Skill or Concept Patterns or Examples

Consonants and short vowels m, a, t,f,c,d,o,s,I,h,i,n,r,p,k b,u,g,jv,w,
€Y,2,X

Blending CVC words with 3 sounds mat, cot, dig, bun, pep

Syllable Types: Closed syllable lip, at, imp

FLOSS Rule toss, hill, tiff, jazz

Blends: Two-consonant blends (including quit, trap, clog, raft, help
qu)

Digraphs sh, ch, th (as in thick and then), wh, ng
-ck spelling rule duck, pack, neck, ick
Multisyllabic words: Combining two closed = magnet, tennis, plastic

syllables
Blends: Tricky ending blends: mp, It, nd, nk  lump, felt, lend, sunk
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Blends: Tri-blends and blends with
digraphs

Practice with rime units: ing, ang, ong, ung
and ink, ank, onk, unk

-al word families

Syllable Division: VCCV

Multisyllabic words: Two syllable words
with consonant blends

Syllable types: R-controlled vowels

Multisyllabic words: Combining closed and
r-controlled syllables

Morphology: Simple suffixes part |
(added to one-syllable base word with no
spelling change)

Syllable types: Silent-e
Ssays/z/
Flexing between CVC and CVCe syllables

and words

Multisyllabic Words: combining VCe and
closed syllables

Syllable types: Open syllables

Flexing between open and closed syllables

Common vowel teams (for reading)

Y sayseandi

squid, strap, thrift, scrap, shred

sting, song, sank, sunk

ball, malt, stalk, bald

rab/bit, hel/met, in/tend

dentist, pumpkin, empress

ar, or, er, ir, ur

filter, hamster, carpet

-s/-es, s, -ing
runs, pushes, helping

hope, lake, use

nose, wigs, rise

hop > hope, us > use, rat > rate

compete, trombone, stampede

hi, me, pro

hi > hit, me > met, pro > prop

ee, €a, ai, ay, 0a, ow, oe, igh

baby, sunny, dry, fly, myth, type
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Multisyllabic Words: Combiningopenand | mango, raven, even, party
closed syllables

Multisyllabic words: Syllable division VCV  ti/ger, si/lent; cam/el, lem/on

Hard and softcand g cent, city, gel, cage, gym

Wild Old Words most, kind, child, gold, jolt

Wa- and qua- watch, squash, wasp

-tch and -dge latch, itch, edge, wedge

All vowel teams and diphthongs Long a: ai, ay, ea, ei, eigh
(for reading and spelling) Longe: ee, ea, ie, ei, ey
Longi:igh
Long o: 03, oe, ow
Long u and oo: ue, ew, eu, ou, 00
Oo as in book
Eaasinhead
Diphthongs: au, aw, ow, ou, oi, oy

Multisyllabic words: Reading and dividing donkey, spotlight, power
words with vowel team syllables

Syllable types: -cle syllables -zle, -fle, -gle

Multisyllabic words: Reading, spellingand  tur/tle, puz/zle, shuf/fle, bu/gle
dividing -cle words

Rarer digraphs ph /f/,gh /f/,ch /k/,ch /sh/

Simple suffixes part Il -en, -er, -est
(added to one-syllable base word with no golden, thicker, tallest
spelling change)

Three sounds of -ed rented, sailed, fished
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Morphology: 1-1-1 doubling rule

Morphology: Drop the e rule

Morphology: y toirule

Morphology: Common prefixes

Morphology: Common derivational
suffixes

Morphology: Introducing Common Roots

Less common r-controlled vowel spellings

Multisyllabic words: Schwa concept,
reading and spelling words with schwa

Multisyllabic words: Dividing V/V words or
“lion” words

Silent letter teams

Example: big + er = bigger
Non-example: fast + er = faster

Example: hope + ing = hoping
Non-example: hope + ful = hopeful

Example: cry + es = cries
Non-example: play + er = player

dis-, re-, un-, in-/im-/il-/ir-, en-/em-, non-, in-
/im-, over-, mis-, sub-, pre-, inter-, fore-, de-,
trans-, super-, semi-, anti-, mid-, under-

-ly, -er/-or, -tion, -ible/-able, -al/-ial, -y, -ness,
-ity/-ty, -ment, -ic, -ous/-eous/-ious, -en, -
ive/-ative/-itive, -ful, -less

ambi, dict, corp, tele

air, are, our, oor, ear, eer, wor-

banana, about, offend, carrot, item

li/on, po/et, ne/on

gu, gh (as in laugh and ghost),gn, mb, mn, sc,
stle, kn, wr, rh
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