
Accountable Talk

Fostering Meaningful Conversations in the Classroom Ecosystem

Teacher Actions Student Actions
Encourages students to engage with one another to solve problems 
and exchange ideas

Students are engaging with one another to solve problems and
exchange ideas (ex. Think-Pair-Share, Numbered Heads Together, 
etc.)

Models complete and complex sentences Students use complete and complex sentences to answer problems

If necessary, defines new vocabulary (using a brief, student-friendly
definition) that is introduced (or links to existing vocabulary)
Reinforces Tier 2 vocabulary

Uses rich vocabulary when responding to students

 Independently uses Tier 2 words when expressing ideas, interests 
and thoughts.

Allows think time so students can construct responses Students will take time to construct responses.

Reinforces target vocabulary Independently uses target words when expressing ideas, interests 
and thoughts.

Listens to and observes what student is thinking, saying, and doing 
in order to enter student’s world
Comments on the student’s point of interest (I see, I think, I wonder, 
I notice that…)

Independently expresses ideas, interests and thoughts pertaining to 
a variety of topics or situations

After commenting, waits for student to respond Students will take time to construct responses.

Uses physical proximity (Example: on student’s level, uses eye
contact to build engagement)

Students are located in close proximity to teacher to see and hear 
teacher and peers in order to participate in conversations.

Asks mostly open-ended questions that encourage conversation Students answer open-ended questions and are able to justify the 
answers.




