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Read Right from the Start

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers)
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize)

Story Title: Counting on Community

Author: Innosanto Nagara

Tune-In Example
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the
book?

We belong... (uh-huh, uh-huh) together! (uh-huh, uh-huh)

We count on... (uh-huh, uh-huh) each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh)
We can help... (uh-huh, uh-huh) our community! (uh-huh, uh-

huh)

We take care... (uh-huh, uh-huh) of each other! (uh-huh, uh-huh)
(to the tune of That's the way | like it by KC and the Sunshine Band)

Possible Inquiry Question: How can my community work together to help everyone?
Possible Themes: community, community helpers

Introduce the Book
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover.
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.

Our book today is called “Counting on Community!” |
see a thumbs up on the cover and a little bird peeking
down. | wonder if the child is saying “we can do it’ and
the bird is saying, animals live in our community too!
We matter too! Let’s read and see how this community
counts on and helps each other!

Promote Language

Connect to children’s life experiences while reading.

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs)
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language

Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice.
Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read - “read the child”.

Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”

2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information.
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P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions)

Pg. #

Point

Act

Tell

G

Think Alouds

1-2

Community: people
who take care of and
help each other

3-4

Pinata

Holiday: special day

Oh- | see a lot of people in the community
being together. They are all watching the
little girl take a stick and get ready to hit
the pinata, to see if the candy and toys will
come out.

5-6

Friends (count)

| see two friends playing together in the
community, and it looks like there are two
parents pushing two children in two
strollers. It looks like there are people
doing things together in this community
and that they are there for each other to
help and have fun together.

Farmers

These three girls are working together in
the mud of the garden to make food for
each other and help their community.

9-10

Spud: potato

Those two friends just pulled up those
fresh potatoes from the plants in the
community garden! They are helping their
community have fresh and delicious food
to share!

11-12

Chalk, Sidewalk,
Drawings of
butterflies

This community member is helping the
community be more beautiful with his
butterfly art!

13-14

Instruments-
Drum, Guitar,
Trombone,
Saxophone

Wow- these friends are rocking it and
making music together for all of the people
in their community to hear. | bet that music
will make people happy!

15-16

Bikes, Scooters,
Helmets

Share: for whoever
wants to use them

Wow- how fun that the community has
shared toys for everyone to play with and
have fun together!

17-18

Signs

It looks like people are marching or walking
together to take care of each other and
their community.

19-20

Tasty: yummy
Potluck- when
everyone brings food

Wow- | see so many different foods there,
all of them are colorful and made with
different things and in different ways. They
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they love to share with | all look delicious. When we share together,
each other everyone has more, have more fun, and
learns more about each other!
Wow- this community even has chickens.
Even though that duck is different from all
21-22 Hens, Duck the others, it still seems like they belong
together and share their community.
You (point to I’'m so glad that we are community for each
children) other. We help everyone and belong
23 | (point to self) together. We take care of each other,
You (point to learning, and having fun together! Yay for
children) our community!
Me (point to self)

Summarize (after you read

How will you make sure children comprehend the story?

e Say “We just read about people in a community, how they are
connected and how they share their lives, help each other,
and feel joy when they are together. Let’s look back and think
about how the people in this book help, take care of, and Key Vocabulary
show their love to others!” Suggeste.zd. Pages for

e Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary Summarizing 1. community-people who
to name pictures. take care of and help

e Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and Eg' g_‘l‘o each other
young toddler Pg' 1_1_14 2. together- in one place

e For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about Pg' 19-20 3. everyone- all the people
events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this Pg' 21.22 everywhere
book would be “How do people in this book help and take & 4. help- take care of
care of each other? How did they make sure everyone had something or someone
what they needed? How did people in the community and 5. all- everyone and
family show each other they love them? What does it everything

mean to take care of and help others?”
e Respond to children’s answers by promoting language (honor
all attempts to communicate, in any language).

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners

What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)?

e Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don't speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the
book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?

e  What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools
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like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your
classroom:

1. Community/comunidad (coh-moon-ee-dahd)- people who take care of and help each other

2. Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) - in one place

3. everyone/todo el mundo (toe-doh ehl moon-doh) - all the people everywhere in the world

4. help/ayudar (ah-you-dar) - to take care of something or someone

5. all/todos (toe-dohs) - everyone and everything

e What props or materials will you use?

e Additional supports for this book: Perfect Pair recommendation: All the World by Liz Garton Seanlon

Remember:

*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day.
*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections).
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book.
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