
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Nature, Animals, Plants, Living things, Insects, Life Cycles, Ecology  
         

 
 

                        
           
 
 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be storytellers 
and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 
Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in 
this story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you 
pre-plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what 
it means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to 
yourself, wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and 
define the key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds 
and think about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to yourself 
about how characters feel and think. Again, connect to 
the main idea and key vocabulary through the think 
alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose key 
pages to ask open-ended questions like "What's 
happening here? How does (character) think/feel 
about that?" Support the children by restating and 
expanding on their ideas, lifting vocabulary, their 
understandings, and their empathy!  

FEBRUARY INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
 HOW DOES THE WORLD WORK? HOW ARE LIVING THINGS CONNECTED TO EACH OTHER AND TO THE EARTH?  

WHAT DO ALL LIVING THINGS NEED?  HOW AND WHY DO THEY CHANGE AND GROW? 
 

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore/look for cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante or gratitude/gratitud.
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even when the 

book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.
•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.During the read:
•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. Invite children to do the actions related to the words you Act out, to promote engagement and comprehension.
•Use props to support children’s understanding as you read.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story.
•Point out similarities in words (cognates) between English and the child’s first language. For example, “In English we say Brilliant and in Spanish brillante (bree-yahn-tay)."
•You can also point out differences in the languages, For example, “Because is porque (pohr-keh) in Spanish.”

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom.
•Books available in Spanish: Su propio color (A Color of His Own), Señorita Mariposa (Bilingual, English/Spanish)



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because of an 
Acorn 

by Lola and Adam 
Schaefer  

The smallest 
things, like a 

seed, can 
have a big 

impact on the 
world. 

Acorn/bellota (beh-yoh-tah): brown 
fruit from an oak tree/fruta de color 
marrón que viene del roble, un tipo de 
árbol  

Because/porque (pohr-keh): a reason 
for something/la razón de algo 

Connect/conectar (koh-nehk-tahr): 
bring things together/juntar las cosas 

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-lay-
sah): things in the world that are not 
made by us/lo que hay en nuestro 
mundo que no creamos nosotros 

Impact/impactor (eem-pahk-tahr): 
making a big change/hacer un cambio 
grande  

Sing – 

If You Want to Grow an  
Oak Tree 

If you want to grow an oak 
tree, plant an acorn!  

If you want to grow an oak 
tree, plant an acorn!  

If you want to grow an oak 
tree, 

It will take some time, you see, 

But, if you want to grow an oak 
tree, plant an acorn!”  

(To the tune: “If You’re Happy 
and You Know It”) 

 

R1 State:  The title of this story is called Because of an Acorn. Look, 
this must be a little acorn laying in the grass. It is so small but the title 
says something happens because the acorn is there, it is the reason 
for something happening. I wonder how such a little acorn can have 
such an impact, make such a big change. Let’s read and find out! 

R1 Ask: How did the little acorn make a change in nature? 

R1 Possible Answer: The little acorn made a big impact and change 
in nature because it is connected to many other living things in the 
forest. The acorn helped the forest grow and the forest is home to 
many other living things. 
  

2 State:  Remember in this story about an acorn that so many other 
things started to happen. I am wondering how all these things 
happening makes an impact, makes a big change, in nature.  Let’s 
read and find out. 

R2 Ask:  What needed to happen for the acorn to help make a forest? 

R2 Possible Answer: Many things in nature, like birds, snakes, seeds 
and flowers were all connected. Because all of the things in nature 
worked together to make lots of acorns fall to the ground, the acorns 
grew into trees and made a forest! 

 

R3 State:  I am wondering about what happened because of an 
acorn. Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller about how 
because of an acorn so many things happened. 

R3 Ask:  Why was the acorn important to nature? 

R3 Possible Answer: The acorn is important in nature because it 
grows into a tree! Trees are connected to many animals and to us 
too! So, acorns impact all of us. 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Color of His 

Own  
by Leo Lionni 

 
 

Even though 
our lives may 

change, 
finding a 

friend will 
help us 

through. 

Cheerful/alegre (ah-leh-greh): 
happy/contento o feliz 

Alike/similar (see-mee-lahr):  
something or someone that is the 
same/alguien o algo que se parecen   

Camouflage/camuflaje (kah-moo-flah-
heh): to match what is around you/lucir 
igual a lo que te rodea 

Change/cambiar (kahm-byahr): to 
make something different/hacer que 
algo sea o luzca diferente 

Wise/sabio (sah-byoh): someone who 
is very smart/alguien que sabe mucho 

Seasons/estaciones (ehs-tah-syohn): 
one of the four parts of the year (ie. 
Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter)/las 
cuatro partes del año en las que el 
clima cambia – primavera, verano, 
otoño e invierno  

 

Sing – 

Do you have green skin? 

Do you have green skin? 
Do you shed the skin your in? 
Can you change the color too? 
Turn from green to red to blue 
Do you live among the trees, 
blending in with sticks and 

leaves? 
Then you are a chameleon!   

(To the tune: “Do Your Ears 
Hang Low”) 

 
 

R1 State:  Look at this picture. There is an animal called a chameleon 
on the cover. He is so many different colors! And look the title is A 
Color of His Own. I am wondering if this story is about all the 
different colors the chameleon can become and what that means to 
him. Let’s read and find out! 

R1 Ask:  How did making a friend help the chameleon? 

R1 Possible Answer: When the chameleon met another chameleon 
and they became friends, they were able to change and camouflage 
but still be alike and together. 
 

R2 State:  Remember in this story, about the colorful chameleon. He 
could turn all these amazing colors by camouflaging, matching, to 
what he was next to. I wonder how chameleon felt when all the 
other animals stayed one color but he kept changing his. Let’s read 
and find out.  

R2 Ask:  What did chameleon think and feel when he couldn’t be just 
one color? 

R2 Possible Answer: The chameleon first felt sad that he couldn’t be 
one color of his own, but when he met a friend who also changed 
color and camouflaged like him and they were happy and stayed 
together. That wise friend said they could change and be together- 
and alike- across the seasons and live happily. They seemed cheerful 
at the end as they lived happily and camouflaged with their 
surroundings together.  
 

R3 State:  Remember our story about the chameleon that could 
camouflage, match what is around him. I am wondering about what 
happened to him when he kept camouflaging but the other animals 
didn’t. Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller about what 
happened to the chameleon. 

R3 Ask:  What did the chameleon learn about changing colors that 
helped him? 

R3 Possible Answer:  The chameleon learned that even when things 
change, and even though he changed, finding a friend that he could 
be together with helped him. 



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Señorita 
Mariposa 

 by Ben 
Gundersheimer 

You can see 
many 

beautiful 
things and 
make new 

friends when 
you go new 

places. 

Butterfly/mariposa (mah-ree-poh-sah) 

Journey/viaje (byah-heh): a long trip/  
ir de una parte a otra  

Migrate; Migration /emigrar; 
migración (eh-mee-grahr); (mee-grah-
syohn): a long trip that is taken when 
seasons change/un viaje largo que 
hacen algunos animales cuando hay un  

Powerful/poderoso (poh-deh-roh-soh): 
strong and able to do hard things/ 
fuerte y capaz de hacer cosas difíciles 

Brave/valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): doing 
something even when it is new, hard, or 
when you are feeling scared/alguien 
que hace algo aún cuando es nuevo, 
difícil o cuando tienes miedo de hacerlo 

Delighted/encantado(a) (ehng-kahn-
tah-doh): very happy/muy feliz   

Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): to 
like/gustar 

Brilliant/brillante (bree-yahn-tay): 
brightly colored or very smart/algo que 
brilla mucho o alguien que es muy 
inteligente 

Sing –  

Once I saw a butterfly 

Once I saw a butterfly 
Dancing in the clear blue sky  

Through the meadow he would 
go 

Flying high and flying low  
Once I saw a butterfly  

Dancing in the clear blue sky 

(To the tune: “Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star”) 

 

 

 

R1 State:  Look at this beautiful butterfly! This butterfly is called 
“Señorita Mariposa.” That means Miss Butterfly in Spanish. She is 
going on a long journey. I wonder where she is going and why she is 
going there. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask:  Where did the butterfly go on a journey to and why did she 
go there? 

R1 Possible Answer:  The monarch butterfly journeyed to Mexico 
because she needed to migrate. 
 

R2 State:  Remember at the end of the story, the monarch completed 
her journey and is with all of the other butterflies. I wonder how the 
children felt when they saw all those butterflies together. Let’s read 
and find out. 

R2 Ask:  How did the children feel when they saw all the monarch 
butterflies together (point to the picture)? 

R2 Possible Answer: Children were delighted because of the 
monarch butterflies. Children admired how brave, powerful, and 
brilliant the butterflies are and how long of a journey they were able 
to make as they migrated to Mexico. 
 

R3 State:  The story is really a song about what people think about 
when they see the butterfly on its long journey. They say they admire 
the butterfly and that it is powerful and brave. Let’s read it together 
again and you can tell the story this time. 

R3 Ask:  Why do they admire the butterfly and think it is so powerful 
and brave? 

R3 Possible Answer: They admire the butterfly and think it is 
powerful and brave because it flew so far on its journey for 
migration. 
 

 

  



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

I Hear You, 
Forest (sounds of 

nature)                
by Kallie George and 

Carmen Mok 

If you listen 
closely, you 
will make 
amazing 

discoveries.  

Discover/descubrir (dehs-koo-breer): to 
find or learn something new/encontrar 
algo nuevo o por primera vez  

Secrets/secretos (seh-kreh-toh): 
something not everyone knows/algo 
que no todos saben 

Silent/silencioso (see-lehn-syoh-soh): 
to be make no sound/no hacer ruido  

Brave/valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): doing 
something even when it is new, hard, or 
when you are feeling scared/alguien 
que hace algo aún cuando es nuevo, 
difícil o cuando tienes miedo de hacerlo 

Treasure/tesoro (teh-soh-roh): 
something very special/algo muy 
especial y valioso 

Sing –  

If You’re Ever in the Forest 

If you're ever in the forest, 
The forest, the forest, 

If you're ever in the forest, 
You might see some deer-- 

A young one and an old one, 
And some that can quickly 

run. (Run in place.) 
If you're ever in the forest, 
You might see some deer. 

 
You might hear some birds. 
A tweet here, and a tweet 

there,  
they are flying around 

everywhere. (Fly like bird.) 
If you're ever in the forest. 
You might hear some birds. 

 
You'll surely see lots of trees. 
There are tall ones and short 
ones, (Stretch high, and then 

get low.) 
and young ones and old ones. 

If you're ever in the forest. 
You surely see lots of trees.  

(To the tune: “Did You Ever See 
a Lassie?”) 

 
 

R1 State: Look, there is a child laying in the grass who looks happy 
and calm. There are also some animals around. The title of this story 
is called I hear you, Forest. I wonder if the child is listening to the 
forest. Let’s read and find out.  

R1 Ask: What did the child discover, or find out, when listening 
closely to the forest? 

R1 Possible Answer: The child discovered that the forest was not 
silent, it had many sounds.  
 

R2 State: Remember in this story the child who was listening to the 
forest. I am wondering how it felt to listen to the sounds the forest 
made. Let’s read and find out.   

R2 Ask: How do you think the child felt while listening to the forest? 

R2 Possible Answer: She felt like she was discovering secrets and 
that the forest was a treasure. 
 

R3 State: I am wondering what this child discovered while listening to 
the forest. Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller about 
what the child discovered by listening closely in the forest.  

R3 Ask:  Why was it important for the child to listen to the forest? 

R3 Possible Answer: Because when she listened carefully, she could 
discover that the forest was not silent, it was filled with secrets and 
that really hearing them was a treasure. 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
Teacher-Selected Words 
to PAT  

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in the book  
Act 

out words whose meaning can be 
shown through action or facial 

expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a 

child-friendly definition) 

Because of an Acorn 
by Lola and Adam 
Schaefer  

Acorn, tree, bird, seed, flower, 
fruit, chipmunk, snake, hawk, 
forest 

 Food chain- all animals rely on plants and/or on other animals for food  

A Color of His Own  
by Leo Lionni 
 

Parrot, goldfish, elephant, pigs, 
chameleon, lemon, heather, 
striped, green leaf, yellow leaf, 
red leaf 

Winds blow, climbed Heather- a purple flowering plant 
Autumn- Fall 
Remain- stay 

Senorita Mariposa 
 by Ben 
Gundersheimer  

Butterfly, trees, bumblebees, 
wings, mountains capped with 
snow 

Sing Hermosa-beautiful 
Poderosa-powerful 
Te quiero a ti- I love you 
Desert- a dry place with very little rain 

I Hear You, Forest 
(sounds of nature)                 
by Kallie George and 
Carmen Mok 

Trees, leaves, Robin, eggs, frog, 
stream, deer, tiptoe, breeze, 
dewdrops, beetle, stone 
 

Listen (put your hand up to your 
ear) 
This book is filled with sounds- act 
them out with your voice as you 
read (creak, rustle, croak, trickle, 
splish, nibble, whoo, drip, skitter, 
shhhh) 
Stretching, tickle, hides, watching, 
wide-eyed, blink, singing softly, 
drinking, tiptoe, tasting, dizzy, 
spinning 

Skyward- up toward the sky 
Wide-eyed- with their eyes open very wide and big 
Wish- something we hope will happen 
Balancing- trying not to fall 
 
 


	FEBRUARY INQUIRY QUESTIONS:
	 How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to the earth?
	What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?

