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December and January Book Announcement

December Inquiry Questions:
What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for?
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?

January Inquiry Questions:
How can we take care of ourselves and each other? What does it mean to show kindness?

Our December and January inquiries challenge us to reflect on and share so much of what is important to us individually and
as a community. These anchor books center around enduring inquiry questions and are beautiful texts chosen to forward our
commitment to creating classrooms where all children see and hear themselves in their curriculum and where together, we
work to build a kinder and more just world. Each center is receiving a range of non-fiction books supporting the introduction
and inclusion of several of the holidays that take place in late fall/winter. We hope these books will provide opportunities for
discussion across the year and across learner and age groups as we celebrate, learn from each other, practice and spread
kindness, and grow together.
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Books about kindness, to ourselves, each other, and the world are timely every day. Teachers and leaders across our
partnership have been very focused on supporting young learners who have been experiencing trauma during this
unprecidented season. Each of us, learners and teachers alike are in need of trauma informed practice and
intentional supports for our social and emotional wellness during these challenging times. We will be continuing to
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build out and build on this Social-Emotional collection about kindness and connection that we hope will be
opportunities to connect and demonstrate care to and for each other and ourselves each day.
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Across the months of December and January (and all year long) our kids from birth-five will be learning about
themselves, each other, and the world as they grapple with inquiry questions together. Children will develop
vocabulary and comprehension while reading, talking, connecting, singing, dancing, and playing together. They will
be joyfully playing their way into phonemic awareness with the help of their teachers, each other, and these
awesome books. You have one set of these books per center, so share them and learn and grow together as we
celebrate, grow, and develop stronger relationships and foster our social-emotional development!
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December Inquiry Questions:
What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for?
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?

Infants and young toddlers

The infants and young toddlers are reading, playing, pointing, talking, laughing, connecting, empathizing, exploring,
and engaging with these texts as they begin to learn about and notice the beauty and connection of this season!
These books have few words on each page and are a wonderful tool to use to tune in with individual children and
make loving connections with them with the support of these texts and the many books in the celebrations text set
that have been ordered for the center!
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Older toddlers

Older toddlers will be exploring, playing with, engaging alongside, wondering about, and connecting to these books
and each other about the holidays and festivals during this season. Older toddlers will explore things we have in
common and things that we do that are different, and the many ways that gratitude, joy, family, and connections are
celebrated during this season by people in our community. Sharing things that matter to us and learning about what
matters to people we care about can help us all grow together. We’'ll be doing a lot of that this month with the
support of these anchor books and the library of celebrations texts sent to your center this month!
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Preschool and PreK

Preschool and PreK learners are going to have so many things to talk about and opportunities to learn new
vocabulary and ideas as they discuss, think aloud, and connect with their teachers and friends about celebrations,
what they mean to us, and how we each value connection, our cultures, and our family and traditions in ways that
are the same and in ways that are different and unique. There is much to celebrate in our classrooms and our world
this season and we have so many opportunities this month and every month to welcome, understand, celebrate, and
uplift each other.

Preschool Books

They’ll be using these amazing books as anchors supporting their ongoing inquiries!
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PreK Books

The magic of the season is also a part of the discussions and engagements in PreK this month!
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January Inquiry Questions:
How can we take care of ourselves and each other? What does it mean to show kindness?

Infants and young toddlers

The infants and young toddlers are reading, playing, pointing, talking, laughing, connecting, empathizing, exploring,
and engaging with these texts as they begin to learn about and notice kindness and offer kindness and love to each
other! These books have few words on each page and are a wonderful tool to use to tune in with individual
children and make loving connections with them with the support of these texts! Feeling safe, cared for, and
connected is a foundational need for everyone and our young conversational partners will benefit so much from the
loving interactions and kindness you all offer each other this month and all year long!
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Older toddlers

Older toddlers will be continuing to spread kindness and joy everywhere they go this month as they explore, play
with, engage alongside, wonder about, and connect to these anchor books about kindness. We all need a little extra
kindness and offering it to others goes a long way in making our classroom the loving family where all children (and
adults) can thrive! We can’t wait to hear about how your children engage with this inquiry and extend it throughout
the day in the classroom, with their families, and in your community! How can we, together, spread more kindness?
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Preschool and PreK

Our Preschool and PreK children lead us in many ways, and their ability to extend kindness, to use their voices in
support of what they believe in, and to spread joy along their daily journeys are unparallelled. This month celebrates
and amplifies their natural kindness, sense of justice, and commitment to share and take care of each other.

Preschool Books

We can’t wait to hear about how your children take up these ideas and how they spread kindness, spread smiles
across the miles, extend kindness to others, and use their voices and say something to change their world and make

it kinder, more just, and more a place where everyone can thrive.
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PreK Books
PreK is focusing on kindness and sharing across the month with these popular titles.
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Other Amazing PreK Recommendations and wish list books for these inquiries

This month has so many beautiful books that we wanted to recommend. Check out these powerful, compelling, and
important titles, add them to your center wish list, and read them yourself with others you love. We hope you are as
inspired by these stories of kindness as we are — and that they will provide you with an opportunity to think about
what we all need to thrive, and the work toward justice that is necessary for each of us to live in a world where every
child, family, and community has what we need to grow and live freely.
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