
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Edible Colors: See, Learn, Eat Author: Jennifer Vogel Bass 

Possible Inquiry Question: Where does my food come from? What does my body need to grow and be healthy? 
Possible Themes: communities, kindness, sharing, gratitude 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the 
book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

A rainbow, a rainbow-  
when our food looks like a rainbow 

 we know that we will grow! 
(to the tune of A hunting we will go) 

This book is Edible Colors and is about so many 
amazing, delicious, and healthy foods people grow and 

eat. They are every color and shape and size and so 
many flavors! Some of these are familiar to me, I know 
and have tried them. Some are unfamiliar to me! I’ve 
never seen them or tried them! This book makes me 
want to eat delicious and healthy vegetables, some 

that I have eaten before and some I haven’t tried yet. 
Let’s read to see what delicious and colorful vegetables 

and fruits people grow and eat to be healthy! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language  
2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.        
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible.  
4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

  



 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

1-2 

 
Orange carrot, 
Purple carrot 

 

 
 
 

The same vegetable can be different 
colors. Some- a few but not all of them- we 
might be familiar with- things we know and 
have seen before- like orange carrot. 
Others are unfamiliar – things we don’t 
know or haven’t seen before in this color, 
like maybe a purple carrot! The color is 
different, but they both are edible- we can 
eat them! 

3-4 

Throughout the 
book: Point to and 
read names of the 

vegetables and fruit 
as children seem 

interested or curious. 
Read children to 

follow their interest 
and engagement to 
see when to stop. 

 What else: what 
OTHER things 

I wonder what else, what other things 
might be purple? Wow- so many different 
edible and healthy vegetables and fruits 
can be purple! I’m familiar with purple 
grapes and cabbage- I’ve seen them and 
eaten them before. I’m unfamiliar with 
purple beans or purple cauliflower! I’ve not 
seen or eaten them before! These purple 
things are edible- we can eat them! 

5-6 Purple plum, 
Red plum   

Some plums- a few but not all- are purple. 
Some plums- a few but not all- are red.  
I’m familiar with both of these color plums. 

7-8    

I wonder what else, what other things 
might be red? Wow- so many different 
edible and healthy vegetables and fruits 
can be red! I’m familiar with (name and 
point to a couple)- I’ve seen them and 
eaten them before. I’m unfamiliar with 
(name and point to a couple)! I’ve not seen 
or eaten them before! They are red and  
edible- we can eat them! 

9-10 Red tomato, 
Green tomato   

Some tomatoes- a few but not all- are red. 
Some tomatoes- a few but not all- are 
green. I’m familiar with both of these 
colors of tomatoes. I’ve seen and eaten 
them both before. They taste different, but 
are both juicy and delicious! I wonder what 
else, what other edible things we can eat 
are green! 

11-12    
Wow- so many different edible and healthy 
vegetables and fruits can be green! I’m 



 

familiar with (name and point to a couple)- 
I’ve seen them and eaten them before. I’m 
unfamiliar with (name and point to a 
couple)! I’ve not seen or eaten them 
before! They are green and edible- we can 
eat them! 

13-14 Green cucumber, 
Yellow cucumber 

  

Some cucumbers- a few but not all- are 
red. Some cucumbers- a few but not all- 
are yellow.  I’m more familiar with green 
cucumbers- I usually see the green type of 
cucumbers. They are crunchy and juicy and 
edible – we can eat them!  

15-16   
 
 
 

I wonder what else, what other edible 
things we can eat might be yellow? Wow-  
different edible and healthy vegetables and 
fruits can be yellow! I’m familiar with 
(name and point to a couple)- I’ve seen 
them and eaten them before. I’m unfamiliar 
with (name and point to a couple)! I’ve not 
seen or eaten them before but I would love 
to try them! They are yellow and edible- 
we can eat them! 

18-19 Yellow corn, 
Blue corn   

Corn can grow in many different colors! 
Corn is often yellow. Some corn- a few but 
not all- are blue.  I’m more familiar with 
yellow corn- I’ve seen and eaten it many 
times before. I love corn on the cob! Yum- 
it is edible- we can eat it! 

20-21   
 
 

I wonder what else, what other things 
might be blue? Wow- so many different 
edible and healthy vegetables and fruits 
can be blue! I’m familiar with (name and 
point to a couple)- I’ve seen them and 
eaten them before. I’m unfamiliar with 
(name and point to a couple)! I’ve not seen 
or eaten them before but I would love to 
try them!  They are blue and edible- we can 
eat them! 

22-23    

Some - a few but not all- fruits and 
vegetables can be black!  (Name and point 
to a couple) are familiar to me- I’ve seen 
them and eaten them before. (name and 
point to a couple) are foods I am unfamiliar 
with! I’ve not seen or eaten them! They are 
beautiful, black, and edible- we can eat 
them! 



 

24-25    

Some - a few but not all- fruits and 
vegetables can be white! I’m familiar with 
(name and point to a couple)- I’ve seen 
them and eaten them before. I’m unfamiliar 
with (name and point to a couple)! I’ve not 
seen or eaten them but I would love to try 
them! They are white and edible- we can 
eat them! 

26-27   Edible: we can eat it 
 

Wow- what a variety of different colors, 
shapes, and sizes of fruits and vegetables 
people grow and eat! It looks like a 
delicious rainbow of edible things we can 
eat to grow and be healthy! I’m so grateful, 
so glad and thankful we live in a world 
where there are so many different and 
delicious things to grow, eat, enjoy, and 
share!  

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about so many amazing, delicious, healthy, 
and colorful foods people grow and eat. They are every color 
and shape and size and so many flavors! Let’s look back and 
see some of the colorful, delicious, and healthy fruits and 
vegetables that people grow and eat to be healthy!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary 
to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and 
young toddler 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about 
events, characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this 
book would be “Why do you think we might want to eat so 
many different colors of fruits and vegetables?” 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language (honor 
all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
Pg.  1-2 
Pg.  3-4 
Pg.  7-8 
Pg. 15-16 
Pg. 20-21 
Pg. 26-27 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 

• Edible- something we can eat 
• Variety- many different kinds  
• Familiar- things we know and 

have seen before  
• Unfamiliar- things we don’t 

know or haven’t seen before 
• What else?- what other 

things  
• Some- a few but not all 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 
with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
___________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like 
Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 



 

o Edible/comestible (coh-meh-stee-blay) - something you can eat 
o Variety/variedad (veh-ree-ah-dahd) - many different kinds 
o What else?/ ¿Qué otra cosa? (kay oh-trah CO-sah) - what other things  

o Some- algunos (al- goo- nohs) - a few but not all 
o Familiar/conocido (coh-no- see-doh) - things we know and have seen before  
o Unfamiliar/desconocido (dehs-coh-no-see-doh) - things we don’t know or haven’t seen before 

• What props or materials will you use? ___________________________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book: Perfect Pair recommendation: Thank you, Garden by Liz Garton Scanlon 

 Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 
*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


