
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a tune-in activity, song or finger play that connects to story:  
In our community we all can share, we all can share, we all can share. 

In our community we all can share so we all have what we need. 
I have some that I can share with you, share with you, share with you. 

You have some that you can share with me too - and we’ll all have what we need! (To the tune of Yellow Submarine) 
Story Title:  Thank you, Omu! Author: Oge Mora 
Possible Inquiry Questions: How can communities work together to take care of everyone? Where does my food come from? 
What does my body need to grow and be healthy?  
Possible themes: cooking/food/nutrition, community, community helpers, sharing, gratitude, feasts and celebrations  

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: 
This little boy has something in a bowl 
that he is smelling and smiling (point to 
him on the front cover). I wonder who 
made this healthy and delicious food!  
Let’s read and find out how this 
community shared so everyone could 
have what they need. 

Purpose of Read: 
Remember how Omu was generous 
and shared her thick red stew with 
others in her community? I wonder 
how everyone felt when she shared 
the stew.  Let’s read and find out.   

Purpose of Read: 

Now that we have read this book so 
many times, you really know the 
story. Today, you are going to help 
tell the story of Omu and her 
community and how generous they 
were in taking care of each other and 
sharing what they had. I wonder why 
this was the best dinner that Omu 
had ever had? Let's go back to the 
story and remember what happened 
so we can find out. 

Main Idea:  
Our communities and each person in the community can thrive when we each share, receive, and feel like we belong. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Inside 
Cover 

   

1-2 Omu, Thick red stew,  
Big fat pot 

Seasoned 
Stirred 

Took a small taste 

Stew: soup with many things in it which often 
needs to be cooked for a long time 
Seasoned: put spices in 
Delicious: tastes so good 

3-4 

Thick red stew Knock, Open door Simmered: bubbled and cooked 
Scrumptious scent: delicious smell 
Supper: dinner 
Wafted: the smell went out and all around 

5-6 
Little boy,  

Omu surprised,  
Race car, Wafting smell 

 Exclaimed: said with surprise 

7-8 Stew, Spoon,  
Thick red stew, Big fat pot 

  



 

9-10 
Street, Block  Scrumptious scent: delicious smell 

Wafting: the smell went out and all around 

11-12 Police officer,  
Surprised Omu, 

Smell Mighty tasty: very tasty 

13-14 Spoon, Thick red stew,  
Big fat pot 

Spoon out Scrumptious scent: delicious smell 
Wafting: the smell went out and all around 

15-16 Scrumptious scent wafted Knock, knock, knock, 
Open door 

Scrumptious scent: delicious smell 
Wafting: the smell went out and all around 

17-18 
 Lick lips Vendor: person who sells something 

Exclaimed: said with surprise 
Delectable: so yummy 

19-20 Spoon, Thick red stew, 
Hot dog vendor 

Spoon out  

21-22 

Shop owner, Cab driver, 
Doctor, Actor, Lawyer, 
Dancer, Baker, Artist, 

Singer, Athlete,  
Bus driver,  

Construction worker, 
Mayor 

Knock,  
Share 

Mayor: leader of the city 

23-24 Big fat pot,  
 

 Empty: nothing in it at all 

25-26 

Omu,  
Empty pot 

Sad face, hand to chest, 
Sniffled 

 Knock, knock, knock, 
knock, knock! 

Sniffled: almost starting to cry 
To feel blue:  to feel really disappointed, unhappy, 
alone, and sorry that things have turned out this 
way. 

27-28 

Little boy, Police officer, 
Hot dog vendor,  

Shop owner, Cab driver, 
Doctor, Actor, Lawyer, 

Dancer, Baker, Omu 

Tugged 
Ask: pull hands toward 

self 
Give: offer hands from 

self 

 
 

29-30 

Police officer,  
Salad, Mayor, Chicken, 

Baker, Goodies, Little boy, 
Red envelop 

 

 

31 Card from the little boy  Celebrated: had a party 
Presented: gave 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 

1. Waft: the smell went out and around  
2. Generous: to share what we have with others  
3. Belonging: to be part of 
4. Community: people who take care of and help each other 
5. Thrive: have what they need to really grow freely  



 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think 
Alouds 

Inside 
cover 

Omu: (AH-moo). This is the Igbo term for 
“queen.” I think this means that Omu is a leader 
of her community- people who take care of and 
help each other. Hm- I see this interesting wavy 
line going around the community. It looks like 
the same kind of line that was coming from the 
bowl the little boy had on the front cover (look 
back to cover). I wonder what it is! Let’s read 
and see! 

Title 
Page 

 

Choose a few pages 
of the book that 
include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your 
class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about 
that? 
 
Support the children 
in your class and 
verbally prompt 
them to use 
vocabulary 
previously modeled 
in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below 
to review. 
Pg. 1-2 
Pg. 5-6 
Pg. 7-8 
Pg. 21-22 
Pg. 23-24 
Pg. 25-26 
Pg. 29-30 

Title 
page 

I see Omu (Ah-moo) walking to this building 
where she lives carrying a bag of groceries. I 
wonder what she might make with those.  Up 
here I see a big black pot in this window. In this 
one I see a small toy car. Over here I see a man 
at a hot dog stand. Those are interesting details 
in this picture. I wonder what they have to do 
with the title of the story, Thank You, Omu! I also 
wonder if in this neighborhood people act like a 
community, taking care of and helping each 
other. 

1-2 

Omu looks calm and happy knowing that she is 
making something she will really enjoy. She 
probably is thankful and happy about the food 
she has and the groceries she used to make this 
stew. She knows that she needs to wait for the 
stew for a long time before it is ready to eat. She 
looks like she is ready to wait because she knows 
some things are worth waiting for, like delicious 
stew! 

1-2 

Hm, as Omu stirs the pot, I notice that there is 
that interesting line again, and it seems like it is 
coming from the pot of stew and is floating right 
out the window. That makes me think of 
delicious food that is wonderful to smell! I 
wonder if the wonderful smells from Omu’s pot 
are filling her room and wafting, going 
everywhere and all around- even out her 
window. If it is the best dinner she will ever eat, 
I think that must smell incredibly delicious! 

3-4 
I see Omu reading her book. She looks really 
happy as she reads and spends her time waiting 
for her delicious red stew to cook all day long.   

3-4 

I see Omu reading her book by one window and 
her pot of delicious red stew bubbling away by 
the kitchen window. I see that long line again, 
the scent of the stew wafting, going out of the 
pot and all around the neighborhood. I also see 
a little boy in the apartment below... I wonder if 
he notices that delicious smell and what he 
might do... Knock! Someone is at Omu’s door. I 
wonder who it might be... 

5-6 

Omu looks a little surprised, like she didn’t expect 
a visitor. I wonder if she doesn’t usually have 
visitors stopping by. I also think that the little boy 
felt hungry and wanted to know what the yummy 
smell was coming from. Maybe he hoped he could 
try some of whatever his neighbor, Omu, as 
making.  

5-6 

It WAS the little boy. He asked Omu where the 
delicious smell was coming from. I see that smell 
going out and all around- wafting from Omu’s 
stew pot right over the little boy’s head. He 
doesn’t have anything to give Omu, he only has 
his red race car toy, but I wonder if she will be 
generous and share what she has- some yummy 
soup with him. 

7-8 

I think Omu looked at the little boy and thought, 
he is little, my pot of stew is really big, and I have 
enough to share. She was generous, she shared 
what she had- her stew- with others- the little 
boy. He looks happy that Omu is a part of his 
community- she is a person who takes care of 
and helps him. She is helping him thrive- to have 
what he needs to grow!  

7-8 

Omu was generous- she did share some of her 
thick red stew with the little boy. I wonder if he 
thought more about how Omu was generous 
and shared what she had with him as he ate the 
stew and went on his way and did things that 
day. 

9-10 

Hm- I wonder what the police officer and bus 
driver think and feel when they smell the 
delicious smell that is wafting going all around 
and past them from Omu’s stew. I wonder if it will 
make them wish they had some to eat!  



 

9-10 

Wow, I see the incredibly delicious smell 
wafting- going everywhere and all around-  
from the bowl of stew the little boy is carrying. 
It went right past the police officer and the bus 
driver who were nearby. I wonder if they will 
notice the amazing smell- of Omu’s stew too! 
There were 2 knocks at the door. I wonder who 
wil be there now! 

11-12 

I notice Omu looks very surprised and a little 
worried that there is a police officer at her door 
when she didn’t expect it! The police officer  
seems to have followed her nose and the smells 
wafting, going everywhere and all around, from 
Omu’s stew right to her door! The police officer 
leans back and  closed her eyes.I think she really 
wishes she could have some of the stew too and 
that Omu would be generous and share what she 
has with her! 

11-12 

Omu opened the door and even more of the 
smells from her amazing thick red stew wafted, 
went everywhere and all around out the door! It 
went all around the police officer! I bet she is 
generous and shares what she has – her 
delicious stew- with the police officer too! 

13-14 

The police officer looks happy that Omu was 
generous and shared the stew she had. The hot 
dog vender looks very interested in the smells 
wafting from the police officers bowl and from 
the window down the street.  

15-16 
I see the hot dog vendor noticing where that 
amazing smell is wafting from. I think I know 
what is about to happen! 

17-18 

Omu looks less surprised here. She was just trying 
to read her book and wait for her wonderful 
dinner to cook, but she is getting so many visitors, 
and so many people who hope she will be 
generous and share what she has- her amazing 
stew. I think the hot dog vendor thinks her stew 
smells so good - and he is hopeful that he will be 
able to eat some of it too! 

19-20 

Omu was generous again- she shared her stew 
with the hot dog vendor. Everyone seems to 
take their bowl of soup and go on their way – 
leaving Omu with less for herself and they leave 
happy and not hungry. I’m not sure how much 
other people are helping her or making sure she 
has what she needs too. I don’t know if I like 
this or if it is good for Omu. Hm. I need to keep 
thinking about this. 

21-22 

Everyone looks happy, like they have what they 
need to thrive- to grow and live freely- in their 
community. I think they feel belonging- like they 
are a part of a community where people take care 
of and help each other. Omu was generous- she 
shared what she had with so many others. Her 
sharing and kindness changed their day, how they 
felt and thought about themselves and other 
people. 
 

 

21-22 

All of these people came to Omu and she shared 
with everyone. I know that is a big, fat pot of 
thick red stew, but that is a lot of people. I 
wonder if there will be enough for her too!  

23-24 

I think she will be so sad- that she didn’t have any 
of her yummy red stew! Her hands are like this 
(splay fingers). There is nothing for her own 
bowl… This is so upsetting!  

 

23-24 

Oh no! Omu had patiently waited until 
nighttime to eat her dinner and when she was 
ready to eat, there was no more stew! Omu only 
had a tiny taste of the most amazing dinner she 
would ever have! She was so generous- maybe 
too generous- and shared everything she had 
with all with other people in her community! 

25-26 

Omu is so sad. She has nothing to eat. It says she 
is sorry and blue, that means she feels really 
unhappy, and feels alone and sorry that things 
have turned out this way. When she hears the 
many knocks she thinks other people are there to 
ask her for more of her stew. She probably feels 
like she took care of others, but that others didn’t 
take care of her. She was generous and shared 
what she had, but now she doesn’t have what she 
needs and that is not okay.  

 

27-28 

She has given so much and cannot share more- 
she doesn’t even have any for herself. There are 
so many knocks on her door! It sounds like 
everyone in her community has come by! 

29-30 

Omu and everyone look like they feel belonging . 
– like they are a part of a community- where 
people take care of and help each other. This is 
the kind of community where everyone can 
thrive- where they have what they need to really 
live and grow freely.  

 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask: 3rd Read 

 

How did Omu help others in her 
community have what they 
needed? How did Omu’s 
community make sure she had 
what she needed? 

How Omu and her community 
feel when they shared with each 
other?  

Why was this the best dinner 
that Omu had ever had? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by: 

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Adding more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads)  

* If children have difficulty responding to open ended why or how questions consider using the 
following scaffolds:  

• Provide a choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?) and let the child supply the answer.  
• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 
• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish. (Teacher: What do you call the place 

where we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.)  
• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for his… 

Teacher: /f/… Child: family). 

Main Idea 
Our communities and each person in the community can thrive when we each share, receive, and feel 
like we belong. 

29-30 

Wow, everyone came back, bringing something 
of their own to share. They were all generous 
with each other and brought what they had to 
share with Omu and with each other!  I’m 
thinking they remembered how generous Omu 
was to them and how special it was that she 
shared her yummy stew, so they wanted to be 
generous with her. . . I see so many great smells 
wafting, going around and everywhere, from the 
food they all brought.  They are all a part of 
their community where people take care of and 
help each other! . 

31 

I think at the end of that day, everyone felt happy, 
that they have each other and that Omu had 
shown them how to be generous- to share what 
they have with each other so everyone could 
thrive- and have what they need. They are a 
community- where people take care of and help 
each other. 

 

31 

It says it was her best dinner ever. I think Omu 
was generous- and her community was 
generous with her- and that made the meal they 
shared even more delicious and wonderful. 
Being generous- sharing what we have with 
others- and having community- being 
connected with people who take care of and 
help each other - makes every meal more 
delicious and every day more beautiful! 

  

 



 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).  For Example:  Dramatic play, Writing Center, Small Groups etc.  
 
1. Family Connection: Have families bring in recipes and pictures or even tastings of a family soup or 
stew to share with the class!  
2. Art: Create mixed media collage inspired by Oge Mora's illustrations.  You can also use magazines- cut 
colorful pieces to create a collage version of a pot of scrumptious stew! 
3. Emergent writing: Provide children writing materials in the writing/dramatic center. Encourage 
children to create, illustrate, and write out recipes.  
 

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

 

Dual language learners’ comprehension and engagement with the story are enhanced when you adapt 
your START reads to meet their language needs. Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with 
Dual Language Leaner,” and “START VIP Poster” resources, and by taking the Supporting Dual Language 
Learners Right from the Start and Connecting the Dots for Preschool Dual Language Learners Throughout the 
Day courses, all available on the Cox Campus.  
 
Add supports for dual language learners:   
 
● Read/introduce the book in the first language prior to first read – who will you enlist to do this? 
___________________________________________________   
● Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group - when will you do this small 
group read? _________________________________________   
● Use visuals to introduce focus vocabulary - which visuals will you pair with the focus words?  
*Find connected Focus Word Visual Set in the Cox Campus resource library. 
 ●Learn a few focus words in the child’s first language - how do you say these focus words in the first 
language? Use human resources (other staff members, families, or volunteers) and tools like Google 
Translate to help you learn the words and how to pronounce them: 

1. Waft/flotar (floh-tar): the smell went out and around / Cuando el olor sale y da vueltas 
2. Generous/generoso (hen-er-ooh-so) - to share what we have with others / Compartir lo que tenemos con 

otros 
3. Belonging/pertenencia  (pair-ten-en-see-ah)  - to be part of/ser parte de algo  
4. Community/comunidad (coh-moon-ee-dahd) -people who take care of and help each other/ grupo de 

personas que cuidan los unos de los otros   
5. Thrive/desarrollarse bien (des-ah-ro-yar-say be-N)- have what they need to really grow freely /tener lo 

que necesitamos para crecer libremente   

● Use props to support your read – which props will you use?   
 

 



 

 


