
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Acorn/bellota (beh-yoh-tah): brown fruit from an oak tree/fruta de color marrón que viene del roble, un tipo de árbol 

Because/porque (pohr-keh): a reason for something/la razón de algo

Connect/conectar (koh-nehk-tahr): bring things together/juntar las cosas

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-lay-sah): things in the world that are not made by us/lo que hay en nuestro mundo que no creamos nosotros

Impact/impactor (eem-pahk-tahr): making a big change/hacer un cambio grande 

Main Idea: The smallest things, like a seed, can have a big impact on the world.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Explore what nature means in your community. Go on a nature walk. Take pictures of the nature you observe and wonder about what impact the items can have 
on the world. Send in objects you and your family find.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning Meeting:

Invite children to create a 
different morning message each 

day of the week that includes 
the word because to share with 

friends.

Math:

Provide manipulatives 
that connect for children 

to interact with (magnatiles, 
links, cubes) and see what 

team can connect the 
most items in a row.

Math:

Provide a balance or 
scale, and invite children 

to experiment and weigh, 
balance, and count acorns 

and different materials they 
gather from outside.

Family Connection:

Explore what nature means in your 
community. Go on a nature walk. Take 
pictures of the nature you observe and 

wonder about what impact the items can have 
on the world. Families can go on their own 
nature walks and send in objects they find. 

Document your discoveries on a wall in the 
classroom or in a class made book with 

quotes from the children about 
what they noticed.

Dramatic Play:

Transform your dramatic play or 
block area into a forest using either 
natural materials or paper materials. 

Include puppets of the animals 
introduced into the story for the 

children to reenact with.

Because of an Acorn 
by Lola and Adam Schaefer

Science:

Gather acorns from outside 
and observe with magnification 
lens. Offer children paper and 
drawing material to document 

what they notice about the 
acorn and its structure.


