
Comprehension Lesson Framework
TEXT INFORMATION

TEXT TYPE Fiction or Non-Fiction TITLE AUTHOR

FOCUS VOCABULARY WORDS (4 - 6 words): Direct and Explicit Instruction
Which words will be used for direct instruction? These words build
knowledge and directly relate to your purpose.

Point-of-Contact (with PAT): Words Specific to the Text
Which words may be unfamiliar and if quickly taught in context would 
enhance understanding?
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STATE THE PURPOSE
Identify the key knowledge or content
students should acquire from reading the text.

“Today we are going to read the text (book, chapter, passage), ________to (find out/learn about) ________.”

TIP: Focus on the content and knowledge, rather than an isolated strategy or skill.

IDENTIFY TEXT STRUCTURE
Genre: Fiction or Non-fiction

Fiction
Elements of Story
Grammar

Non-Fiction
Cause/Effect
Compare/Contrast
Descriptive
List
Problem/Solution
Sequence

“The text we are reading is fiction/non-fiction. The way the author presents the information in a book 
is called the text structure. The text structure is a map for us to understand the information. In this text, 
the author uses...”

TIP: Text Structure is a specialized form of Background Knowledge that can be an extremely helpful tool 
for students when constructing meaning from a text.

Recommend pairing with a graphic organizer specific to the text structure for visual support.

ACTIVATE AND BUILD KNOWLEDGE
What prior knowledge can you activate?

What background knowledge or context do you 
need to build?

Activating prior knowledge and building knowledge can occur Before, During, and After a reading of a 
text. Based on the text, task, and activity this portion of your lesson will vary.

Regardless of where it falls during your lesson, it is essential we build the knowledge students need to 
understand the text and scaffold the process of activating relevant knowledge.

Activate
• Questions
• Pictures
• Diagrams
• Charts (K-W-L)
• Brainstorm Web
• Anticipation Guides
• Partner Talks
• Culturally Responsive
 Texts and Experiences

Build
• Vocabulary
• Text Sets
• Videos
• Field Trips (Virtual)
• Guest Speaker
• Experiement
• Culturally Responsive 
 Texts and Experiences
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MODEL WITH THINK ALOUDS and/or ASK QUESTIONS
Use questions and think-alouds to strategically build your students’ mental models. Choose stopping points 
that align with your purpose. Randomly call on 1-2 students to share out. Every so often, have children turn 
and talk to a classmate. Provide support as needed.

Page Think-Aloud/Question

AREAS TO ADDRESS
Strategically use questions and 
think-alouds to address key
concepts, strategies, and areas 
where understanding may break 
down at the word, sentence, or 
text level.
These are key areas to target in 
your questions and think-alouds:

• Language Breakdown:
		  Vocabulary, Syntax, 

Inferring, Abstract or
Figurative Language

		
		

• Text Structure: 
	 Non-Fiction Structures,  

Features of Non-Fiction  
text, Elements of
Story Grammar

	
	
	

• Metacognitive Strategies:
	 Predicting, Visualizing,

Summarizing, Questioning,
Clarifying, and
Self-Monitoring

	
	
	

TIP: Mark the stopping points for
questions, think-alouds, and 
vocabulary with a post-it in the 
book.



Comprehension Lesson Framework

D
U
R
I
N
G

VOCABULARY
TEACH: DEFINE FOCUS and Point-of-Contact VOCABULARY WORDS

PAT the Vocabulary – After you read a focus word, tell a student-friendly definition and use any other appropriate PAT strategy to 
quickly define the word: (1) POINT to the picture (2) ACT out the word or (3) TELL with a child-friendly definition.
Page Word PAT Definition
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ASSESSMENT
PROCESS

Ask open-ended question(s) related to the purpose of the read 
and that require critical thinking. Encourage students to support 
their reasoning with evidence from the text.

Ask students to think first, pair with a partner and then share 
their thoughts. Call on several partner pairs to share out with the 
class. Provide support by scaffolding.

[Sample Sentence Stems]
I agree/disagree because…
This reminds me of…
To add on, I think…
One example of that is…

PRODUCT
Students demonstrate their understanding of the purpose 
through an oral or written expression task or extension activity. 
Encourage the use of focus vocabulary words in both oral and 
written expression.

• Journal Prompt
• Quick write
• Graphic Organizer
• Written Summary
• Oral Presentation
• Recording of Oral Response
• Visual Representation
• Peer Teaching

	 QUESTION:

	 ANSWER:

SUPPORT STRATEGIES
Think about using these strategies to modify your read-aloud based on students needs.

Varying Abilities and
Dual Language Learners

• Explicitly teach focus vocabulary using a word presentation routine
• Use realia to support your read
• Create an illustrative focus vocabulary word wall for student reference
• Display sentence starters and frames

Dual Language Learners
• Read/Introduce the book in the home language prior to the first read in small/whole group
• Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group
• Learn a few focus vocabulary words in the child’s home language




