
 

 

Rarer Orthographic Patterns 
 
Once students have mastered the common orthographic patterns, they are ready to learn 
these rarer patterns. Though they may be slightly less common, these patterns are 
used frequently in English and must be taught and learned!   
  
• All families  

• all: ball, fall, recall   
• alk: balk, walk, stalk   
• ald: bald, scald   
• alt: salt, malt  

  
• Wild old words: word families originating in Old English that have long vowel sounds 

in words that would otherwise have short vowel pronunciations 
• ild: wild, child, mild   
• old: old, bold, scold   
• ind: wind, kind, find   
• olt: bolt, jolt, colt   
• ost: ghost, most, host   
• oll: roll, troll, stroll   

  
• Rarer vowel teams or spellings   

• eigh: eight, freight   
• ea (short): head, lead   
• ei: /ā/ as in vein, weigh AND /ē/ as in ceiling, seize   

• ie: //ī/ as in pie, vie AND /ē/ piece, field   
• ey: they, survey AND monkey, donkey   
• oo: book, shook, look   
• ou: soul, shoulder   
• ough: /ō/ as in though, dough AND /ŭ/ as in rough, tough AND /ŏ/ as in ought, 

bought   
• eu: feud, euphoria   
• ue: argue, blue   
• ew: few, stew   
• augh: taught, aught  

  
• Rarer vowel sounds of y   

• Long i in silent-e syllables: style, enzyme   
• Short i (Greek origin): crystal, myth, symbol   

  
• Rarer r-controlled vowel teams   



 

 

• are: care, share   
• air: chair, hair   
• our: tour, four, gourd   
• ore: tore, gore, swore   
• ear: smear, fear, clear   
• eer: steer, mountaineer, reindeer   
• ure: pure, sure, lure    
• ar: warm, warp, ward   

  
• Wa and qua   

• want, water, wattle, watch   
• quantity, quality, squalor    
 

• Wor   
• worm, world, word  

  
• Silent letter teams: letter teams where one letter’s sound is not pronounced. 

• gh: ghost, ghoul, spaghetti   
• gu: guess, guitar, guest   
• mn: condemn, damn, hymn   
• ch: echo, anchor, school   
• mb: bomb, climb, crumb   
• bt: debt, doubt,    
• mb: dumb, lamb, limb   
• sc: science, scissors, muscle   
• kn: knee, knead, kneel   
• wr: wrap, wrestle, write   
• gn: assign, align, gnat   
• stle: castle, trestle, thistle   
• rh: rhombus, rhizome, rhinoceros  

  
• Rarer digraphs   

• ph /f/ phone   
• gh /f/ laugh   
• ch /k/ Christmas or /sh/ chandelier



 

 

 


