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Word Engagement Activities with Examples 

ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION

FINISH IT! Use sentence starters that require students 
to apply the word by finishing the sentence.

(i.e. My new puppy got into a lot of mischief 
when _________.)

SAY THE WORD! Give scenarios and students say the word or 
not the word when it applies. 

(i.e. riding a bike – not mischief; putting on a 
mask to scare someone – mischief)

WHAT’S THE WORD? Dictate a sentence with a missing focus 
word. Students tell the missing word.

(i.e. Mary stopped to enjoy the sunset as 
she _____ home. What’s the missing word? 
strolled)

ACT IT OUT! Ask students to act out a focus word.

(i.e. Show me quiver)

TRUE OR NOT? Read sentences with focus vocabulary words. 
Students determine if they are true or false. 

(i.e. A winding road is straight – False)

*Adapted from Bringing Words to Life: Robust Vocabulary Instruction (Beck et al. 2002)


