Centering families, their cultures,
stories, and languages in our classroom

Family-teacher partnerships help both teachers and families learn and grow so that together
they can help foster children’s healthy development. The activities below are ideas to
engage with families in your class and share your cultures, stories, and languages.

How can we take care of ourselves
and each other? What does it
mean to show kindness?

Connection to Themes:
Kindness, Social Emotional Development, Sharing,
Gratitude, Community

Share Connections in the Classroom

Invite families to send in a note or a text
about how they show kindness at home.
Read the family responses in morning
meeting (make sure every child is included).

Greeting others and welcoming them is a
way to help others feel included and part of
the community. Ask families how they greet
and welcome others. Invite families to share
different greetings in their first language. Use
the greetings throughout the day and when
you greet family members.

/Ask families to talk with their child about A

how they use their voice and their actions
to spread kindness. Then, together, they can
select an object or picture that is special

to their child and that helps them use their
voice and their talents. Invite them to bring
the object or picture to school to share with
the class why it matters to them and how it

\helps them use their voice. )

Connect Together

Learn how to say and write “thank you” in
first languages represented in the classroom
and use them throughout the day. Make
thank you cards for friends in the class to
thank them for their kindness.

Invite families to take a kindness walk through
the community. As they walk along and see
others, smile at them. Talk

together about how
spreading kindness
with a smile can
spread joy
and make
somebody’s
day special.
If possible,
schedule
atime

to take a
kindness
walk with
friends from
class.
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