
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Lola Plants a Garden
Patient/paciente (pah-syehn-teh): To be willing wait, sometimes for a long time/estar dispuesto a esperar, a veces por mucho tiempo 
Creative/creative (kreh-ah-teev-o): Find some things to do with something you already have/alkguien que crea  y hace cosas con lo que tiene
Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-soh): Happy with yourself/sentirse feliz de ti mismo por todo lo que haces y eres
Special/especial (eh-speh-see-al): Different from all the others in such a good way/diferente de todos los demás  en buena manera
Wait/esperar (ehs-peh-rahr): When something doesn’t happen right away/cuando las cosas no pasan inmediatamente

Words of the World: Plants 
Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): Many different kinds of one thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa
Detailed/detallado (deh-tah-yah-doh): Even the tiniest parts are clear/prestar atención hasta las cosas más pequeñas
Spectacular/espectacular (ehs-pehk-tah-koo-lahr): Awesome/maravilloso
Surprising/sorprendido(a) (sohr-prehn-dee-doh): Something we don’t think will happen/algo que no pensamos que pudiera pasar

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families:
Plant a family garden or grow a variety of plants from seeds. As you and your child care for the plant, tell your child what the plant needs and what you will need 
to do to help it grow. Talk also about how you will need to be patient and willing to wait a long time for it to grow. Notice and talk about the surprising ways that 
the seeds and plants change as they grow. Share the process with our class!
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art: 

Encourage the children 
to be creative and make a 

paper garden like Lola did by 
gluing paper strips onto paper. 

Describe the spectacular variety and 
details of the colors and types of 
plants children create for their 

flower garden. Notice that 
each one is special.

Outside: 

Explore the outdoors with all 
of your senses. See, touch, smell, 

and describe the spectacular variety 
of flowers, plants, and trees that you 

see. Notice all the surprising details of 
individual leaves and flowers. What 
does the texture of the bark, leaves, 

etc. feel like? Invite each child to 
choose a piece of nature to 

bring inside. 

Morning Meeting/
Small Group:

Have a tree made of paper or felt. 
Put different objects in the tree. Ask 
the children if these things are really 
in trees or if it would be surprising to 

find that object in the tree. Have a 
variety of pictures or objects of 

things that are really in trees 
and some that are not.

Changes to the 
Environment:

Transform your dramatic play area 
into a pretend garden. Add garden 

gloves, smocks, watering cans, etc. and 
encourage children to be creative. 
Engage the children in meaningful 

conversations as they pretend, 
connecting their play to 

the real world.

Rituals 
and Routines: 

During a time, such as 
a mealtime where children 

have to wait, acknowledge that 
waiting can be hard but it helps 

us to be able to get what we need. 
Sing the waiting song to the tune 
of London Bridge: “I am waiting 

for the ___, for the ___, for 
the ___. I am waiting for 

the ___. It will be 
soon.”

Science:

Either inside or outside, 
plant a seed with a small group 
of children and track its growth. 

Explain to the children that we have to 
be patient and be willing to wait for it 

to grow. Use a simple chart to count the 
days. Observe and talk about the different 

changes that are happening as the plant 
grows. You’ll need to watch, wait, and 
observe carefully and make detailed 

observations to notice the 
spectacular ways that plants 

change over time.

Family Connection: 

Start a family garden or grow 
a variety of plants from seeds. As 

you and your child care for the plant, 
tell your child what the plant needs and 

what you will need to do to help it grow.  
Talk also about how you will need to be 

patient and willing to wait a long time for 
it to grow. Notice and talk about the 
surprising ways that the seeds and 

plants change as they grow.

Lola Plants a Garden 
by Anna McQuinn

&
Words of the World: Plants 
by Motomitxu Maehara

Math:

Use either real leaves or 
leaf cutouts and invite children 

to sort by one or two characteristics. 

Variation -  Cutout out 2 to 4 different 
types of trees. For each tree have one 
in small, medium, and large. Encourage 

children to put the trees in order by size. 
See what other ways children decide to 

sort them and point out the variety 
of ways we can look at the 

same objects.
Nutrition: 

Children can collaborate 
with the person who prepares 

the meals to create a simple fruit 
salad or vegetable plate with a variety 

of edible plants. Talk about the detailed 
features of the plant being used as food 
(leaf, flower, stem, root, seed). Discuss, 

“How does it taste?” Use your other 
senses to notice all that you can 
about that edible plant! Is there 

anything you or the children 
find surprising?


