Cox Campus Guide: Power of Language

NOTE: This tool was created to help guide you through the Power of Language course in a meaningful and
intentional way. The course has been broken down into smaller pieces with reflection and practice built into
each. Also included are the Expected Child Outcomes that directly align to the strategies presented in Power
of Language. Users have found when they follow this guide; implementation of the strategies is more
effective in the classroom.

Expected End-of-Year Child Outcomes for Power of Language (Preschool/PreK):

PRESCHOOL 36-48 PRE-K 48-60

Uses a combination of words, phrases and actions. Uses Effectively uses complex words, sentences and
longer sentences to communicate needs, ideas, opinions actions to communicate needs, ideas, opinions
and preferences, with prompting or guidance and preferences (complex sentences, Tier 2

o ) words, etc.)
o “I'want to go inside and get some water to drink.”

e “lam really thirsty and I need to drink a lot of
water so I don’t get dehydrated.”
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With adult guidance, uses verbal and non-verbal
expressions to demonstrate a larger range of emotions,
such as frustration, jealousy and enthusiasm

o “lam sad because I never get a turn on the bike.”
e “lam happy because my birthday party is today!”

“I don’t like it when you sit next to her.”

With adult guidance, uses verbal and non-verbal
expressions to describe and explain a full range
of emotions

Uses pretend-play to show emotions of self and
others

“I am jealous because Mommy always holds my
baby sister and not me.”

Pretends to be a baby crying for her bottle

Pats baby doll’s back and says "My baby is
crying; she's tired."

Shows affection to familiar adults by using words and
actions:

Says "I love you" when hugging teacher
Pats adult’s back and says “It’s okay”

Initiates a hug with teacher when leaving and says “Be
right back”

Shows affection to familiar adults by using more
complex words and actions:

Makes a card for his teacher and says “I made
this card for you because I love you.”

“I wish you could come home with me and then
we could play with my dolls.”
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Remembers and follows simple group rules and displays Plays cooperatively with a few peers for a
appropriate social behavior with others sustained period of time

e Takes turns in turn-taking activities o Works with 2-3 children to complete a floor

puzzle
e Waits for all children to join table before eating

Plays Letter Bingo with a few children
(independently)

Uses language to solve problems or resolve conflicts with Uses language to solve problems or resolve
peers (with teacher support) conlflicts with peers (with teacher support)

e Asks, “Can I have a turn when you finish?” e “When you call me a baby, it makes me sad so

please stop.”
e “Please move back to your space.”

e “Idon’tlike it when you push me, just ask me to
please move.”

Cox Guide: Power of Language, Preschool/PreK

POL Lesson 1: The - What are some of the Reflect: Expected Child Read the

Power of Language | different reasons ) Outcomes: See listed | following
children use language? - Uil eseulle) amppiean b

on first page documents in
you weren’t intentional
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Overview: This
lesson covers the
importance of oral
language in
children’s learning,
especially, for

on.

learning to read later

- Why is it so important to
have conversations with
children?

- Why is it important for
children to have robust
vocabularies?

about building these
foundations of language?

- What lingering questions
do you have?

Watch: Videotape yourself
for 3-5 min having
conversations with
children and reflect with
your curriculum specialist,
literacy coach, or facilitator
on these questions:

- How am I using
language? Am I
modeling/promoting
language (using well-
formed sentences and tier
2 words) and allowing
children opportunities to
practice new language all
day, every day?

- What type of language
are children using? Are
children using rich
vocabulary (i.e. tier 2

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Teacher plans and
uses rich language:
tier 2 words, well-
formed sentences, and
correct grammar and
syntax

the Resource
Library:

- Elements of
Language

- Vocabulary for
the First, Weeks
of School and
Beyond

- 101 Tier 2
Word List

- Language
Characteristics
of Children
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words) and well-formed,
complex sentences?

Reflect:

- How can I have more
conversations with
children?

POL Lesson 2: Why
Vocabulary Matters

Overview:

This lesson lays out
the importance of
intentionally teaching
vocabulary in
meaningful ways and
how to do so.

-What is the importance
of building vocabulary in
young children?

- What is the importance
of using complex
language?

- What is the difference
between tier 1 and tier 2
words? What is the
difference between tier 2
and tier 3 words?

-In what ways can you
create meaningful
learning opportunities for
children to learn
vocabulary in the

Community Discussion
Post: Go into community
discussion and answer the
following question:

- Why is it important for
children to learn how to
use vocabulary in the
proper context and use
complex language?

Plan: Create a list of tier 2
words to promote during
different parts of the day
(find a list in the resource
library)

Practice: Select 2 tier 2
words to model throughout
the day. Write these words

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Teacher plans and
uses rich language:
tier 2 words, well-
formed sentences, and

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

-101 Tier 2
words in English
and Spanish

-101 Tier 1
words in English
and Spanish

-Tier 2 words
and Questions
for Centers
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classroom? (i.e.
Intentional planning.)

on notecards and post
them around your
classroom as a reminder.

Reflect:

- In what ways are you
building vocabulary and
using complex language in
your classroom?

- In what ways can you
remind yourself to push in
vocabulary throughout the
day?

correct grammar and
syntax

POL Lesson 3: How
to Teach Vocabulary

Overview:

This lesson walks
through how to select
and teach new
vocabulary words to
young children, so
they can understand
and use them.

- In what ways can you
expand vocabulary in the
classroom?

- In what ways can you
use tier 2 words in a
variety of contexts and
activities?

-Why is choosing
vocabulary for
conversations so
important?

Record/Video Yourself:
Record yourself doing a
small group activity. After
you record your video,
watch yourself
independently and write
notes about what you
observe and share the
video with your coach.
Together, discuss the
various tier 2 words that

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- Family Culture
& Language
Survey

- Family Culture
& Language
Survey-Spanish
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-How is it beneficial to you intentionally planned | language, in English - Building
use vocabulary from for and used. or in home language Vocabulary

storybooks throughout _ . Teaching Aid
the day? -Why did you decide to - Teacher plans and

choose these words? uses rich language: - Vocabulary
tier 2 words, well- and Common
formed sentences, and | Phrases in
correct grammar and | Spanish

Watch: In the Video syntax
Library, watch
“Introduction to Centers:
The Fresh Market”. What
words did you notice Joan -Planning for
pushing in? What Tier 2 Responsive
words did you notice? Interactions

-How did the children
respond?

-Intro to Centers
Planning Cheat
Sheet

Reflect:

-How can intentional
planning around building
vocabulary in various
contexts be meaningful to
young children?

- In what ways are you
intentionally connecting
the vocabulary from your
story books to the
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language you use all
throughout the day?

POL Lesson 4: No

)

Overview:

make a classroom a
No Shhh Zone - a
classroom in which
language use is
celebrated all day
long.

build language
throughout arrival,
morning meeting,
transitions and
outdoor play.

Shhh Zone (Steps 1-

This lesson provides
all the elements that

These steps provide
information on how to

- Why is it important to
encourage rich language
during all parts of the
day?

- How can transitions be
used to promote
language?

Watch: Videotape yourself
during morning meeting
and transitions. Reflect on
these questions:

- Am [ listening to my
children and allowing
them multiple
opportunities to use their
voices?

-Am I pushing in and
pulling out language
during morning meeting
and transitions?

-Did I engage children at
all times and allow them to
use language?

-Am I creating a language
rich environment for my
children to learn and
express themselves?

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Classroom
environment is
reflective of a No Shhh
Zone where every
child’s voice is
honored and teachers
gain children’s
attention through the
use of

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- The No Shh
Zone Teaching
Aid

- Planning for
the No Shhh
Zone Teaching
Aid

- Vocabulary for
the 15t Week of

School and
Beyond
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Reflect: What are you
already doing in your
classroom to push in and
pull out language all
throughout the day?

developmentally
appropriate strategies

- Teacher is
knowledgeable about
child’s home
language, makes
connections between

words in HL and words

in English.

POL Lesson 4: No
Shhh Zone (Steps 1-
20)

Overview:

This lesson provides
all the elements that
make a classroom a
No Shhh Zone - a
classroom in which
language use is
celebrated all day
long.

These steps provide
information on how to
build language

- How can using
language during all parts
of the day help make
routines smoother for you
and the children in your
classroom?

- How are you supporting
children to express their
emotions?

- Are there parts of the
day that I am not
encouraging children to
talk? When are those
times and what could I do

Practice: Using the skills
that you learned watching
the modules, practice
some of the strategies (Ex.
join in on children’s
conversations without
interrupting, use more
complex sentences, use
finger plays and songs to
help guide transitions)

Watch: Videotape yourself
during lunch time. Reflect
on these questions:

- Am [ listening to my
children and allowing

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Classroom
environment is

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- The No Shh
Zone Teaching
Aid

- Planning for
the No Shhh
Zone Teaching
Aid

- Vocabulary for
the 15t Week of
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throughout daily to make these times a No | them multiple reflective of a No Shhh | School and
routines, mealtime, Shh zone? opportunities to use their Zone where every Beyond
naptime, closing voices? child’s voice is
circle and using o honored and teachers
language support ) Am LG I EHTE. gain children’s
children to express P ull'mg out la:nguage . attention through the | _ Regponding to
their emotions. Gy mfn.‘nmg meeting use of Children’s
and transitions? develobmentall ]

p y Behavior Chart

- Did I engage children at appropriate strategies

all times and allow them to
use language?

- Emotional
Needs Chart

- Am I creating a language
rich environment for my
children to learn and
express themselves?

Reflect:

- In what ways are you
changing your interactions
with children and
incorporating the
strategies that you have
had the chance to practice?
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POL Lesson 5:
Planning for the No
Shhh Zone (Steps 1-
10)

Overview:

This lesson lays out
how to plan
effectively to make
your classroom a No
Shhh Zone, using
every opportunity to
promote language.

These steps include
the classroom space
and environmental
print, planning ahead
for language rich
experiences and
engaging small group
activities.

- What is purposeful
environmental print?

- What are the various
ways that environmental
print can be used
effectively in the
classroom?

- What is target
vocabulary and how can
it be used to support
children’s development
throughout the day?

- What is the importance
of planning language
throughout the day,
especially during small
and large group
activities?

Plan: Look at your current
schedule and think through
times in the day where you
can push in and pull out
language.

-What times are you
already doing this? What
times do you struggle
with?

-How can you use the
resources, community on
Cox, and your peers for
support? How can you plan
for this?

Reflect:

- In what ways are you
already using
environmental print in the
classroom? Is it helpful?
Why/Why not? If not, how
could you make it more
meaningful for your
students?

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Classroom
environment is
reflective of a No Shhh
Zone where every
child’s voice is
honored and teachers
gain children’s
attention through the
use of
developmentally
appropriate strategies

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- The No Shh
Zone Teaching
Aid

- Planning for
the No Shhh
Zone Teaching
Aid

- 101 Tier 2
Words in

English and
Spanish
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- Teacher intentionally
plans all parts of the
day to provide
children multiple
opportunities to hear
and use spoken
language

POL Lesson 5:
Planning for the No
Shhh Zone (Steps 11-
24)

Overview:

This lesson lays out
how to plan
effectively to make
your classroom a No
Shhh Zone, using
every opportunity to
promote language.

These steps lay out
the importance of
introducing center
activities,
intentionally planning

- When planning out your
weekly schedule, how do
you purposefully plan for
a “No Shhh Zone”?

- What are alternatives
you can use instead of
“Shhh”, to ensure that all
children in your
classroom have a voice?

- In what ways can you
connect your book to
language that you can
push in during outdoor
play and meal time?

- How important is it to
use transitions as
opportunities to promote

Community Discussion:
Go into Community
Discussion, respond to
others and share ideas on
how you can overcome No
Shhh Zone planning
challenges.

- How do you overcome
the challenges in planning
for a No Shhh Zone with
your co-teacher or staff?

Practice: Go into
Community Discussion,
respond to others and
share ideas on how you
ensure that your classroom
is a “No Shhh Zone”. Then,
take these ideas and apply

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities
throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Classroom
environment is
reflective of a No Shhh
Zone where every

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- Planning for
the “No Shhh
Zone” Teaching
aid

- Intro to
Centers
Planning Cheat
Sheet

-Guide for
Responsive
Interactions
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for various parts of
the day (classroom
meetings, outdoor
play, mealtime,
transitions, anchor
book related
activities). These
steps also talk about
the value of pushing
in and pulling out
language all
throughout the day.

language and allow
children opportunities to
use the language they
have learned?

them in your classroom.
After you apply them, go
back into your Community
Discussion and tell how
your experience went.

- What impact does the
“No Shhh Zone” have on
your students?

child’s voice is
honored (in any
language) and
teachers gain
children’s attention
through the use of
developmentally
appropriate strategies

- Teacher intentionally
plans all parts of the
day to provide
children multiple
opportunities to hear
and use spoken
language

- Bubble Map
Template

- Owl Babies
Bubble Map

POL Lesson 6: Great
Expectations for
Children’s
Development

Overview:

This lesson provides
information on the
expectations we have
for children in the

- How can the Expected
Child Outcomes be used
to support children’s
development in language
and literacy throughout
the year?

-What are two reasons
why we want to

Community Discussion:
Go to the Community
Discussion forum and
discuss how you use your
state’s early learning
standards to inform
planning and instruction.

- How do you currently use
your state’s early learning

Expected Child
Outcomes: See listed
on first page

Teacher Indicators:

- Teacher creates a
safe, nurturing, loving
environment where
children are given
multiple opportunities

Read the
following
documents in
the Resource
Library:

- RRFTS
Expected Child
Outcomes in
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areas of language and
literacy, so that
meaningful
experiences can be
planned to support
children’s learning.

encourage children to
use language?

-In what ways can you
encourage dual language
learners to use all the
languages they know in
your classroom? How
can you intentionally
support their English
learning?

standards to inform your
planning and instruction?

Reflect:

- How are you meeting the
needs of all children in
your classroom?

- How do you currently
keep track of children’s
developmental progress?

throughout the day to
hear and use spoken
language, in English
or in home language

- Classroom
environment is
reflective of a No Shhh
Zone where every
child’s voice is
honored and teachers
gain children’s
attention through the
use of
developmentally
appropriate strategies

- Teacher is
knowledgeable about
child’s home or first
language, and
consistently makes
connections between
words in HL and words
in English.

Language and
Literacy
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