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START: Read 1 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 1: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is The Stray Dog and the author, or the person who 

wrote the story, is Marc Simont.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1  It looks like this little dog is running away from this dog catcher (point to the dog catcher).  The title of the 

book is The Stray Dog.  That means the dog doesn’t have an owner; he doesn’t belong to anyone.  I wonder if he is stray or if belongs to 
someone.  Let’s read to find out. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I noticed, I was 

thinking….).  The children have lots of fun with a dog they named Willy.  When it is time to go home, they want to take him home but their 
parents say no because he might belong to someone.  All week long, the whole family worries about him because they are not sure if he 
belongs to someone. 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

1-2 Here they are crossing the bridge to go have a picnic. Dedication 
page 

The family is loading their car with a grill and a sack of 
food.  They must be getting ready to go on a picnic.  

3-4 The children and their parents notice a dog coming 
out from the bushes.   

  

Push-In and Connect 

Key Events 

The Stray Dog 
By:  Marc Simont 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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5-6 The children play with Willy all day long.  They even 
gave him a name. 

Title page Notice how the children are watching people play with 
their pets.  They must not have a pet of their own.  
Maybe that’s why they are spending so much time with 
Willy. 

11-12 Notice how everyone is making mistakes or having 
accidents?  That’s because they are thinking about 
Willy. 

5-6 They had so much fun with Willy.  Then, when they 
weren’t with him, they couldn’t stop thinking about 
Willy.  

13-14 They’re back at the park.  Notice the food and water 
they put out for Willy.  

11-12 Everyone was thinking about Willy.  They were thinking 
so much about Willy they weren’t paying attention to 
what they were doing.  

15-16 Willy appeared but he did not stop.  It looks like he is 
running from the dogcatcher. 

Book 
cover 

Remember the dogcatcher’s job is take stray dogs to the 
pound, where they keep stray animals. 

19-20 The dogcatcher caught Willy under his net.  17-18 Notice how the dogcatcher and the children are chasing 
Willy.  

21-22 The children are dancing and playing with Willy.  19-20 Remember the girl gave up her ribbon for Willy’s leash 
and the boy gave up his belt for Willy’s collar.   

23-24 Now they are home giving Willy a bath.  3-4 Remember how scruffy Willy was when they first saw 
him?  He looked like no one had cared for him.  Maybe 
he never had a family to take care of him.  

25-26 The children take Willy to the park to introduce him 
to the dogs in the neighborhood.  

Title Page Remember, before they went on the picnic they didn’t 
have a pet?  They could only watch other people enjoy 
playing with their pets.  

27 Now Willy belongs to a family so he is not a stray 
dog. He has a home and family now. 

  

 
 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

Title   Stray - doesn’t belong to anybody 

Dedication Everyone preparing to go somewhere  Prepare - to  get ready to do something 
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2 Red car on bridge  Picnic - a meal you eat outside 

3-4 Willy, family looking towards Willy  Scruffy - messy, dirty 

5-6 Willy sitting up  Kept - continued, played and played 

7-8 Kids reach out the window to wave 
goodbye or show they want to keep 
Willy 

 Belong - someone must own him, he is someone 
else’s dog 
Disappointed - upset because things didn’t 
happen the way you wanted them to -- The 
children must feel disappointed that they couldn’t 
take Willy with them. 

9-10 Red car on bridge  Stray - doesn’t belong to anybody 
Concerned - worried about something  
I am thinking the girl is concerned that maybe 
Willy doesn’t belong to someone. She is worried. 

11-12 Not focused, spills over/overflow, 
trips, missing the ball, boiling over, 
burning 

 On their minds - thinking a lot about something;  
distracted; can’t think about what you are doing 
Concentrate - to think about what you are doing  
The family was thinking about Willy a lot.  They 
were distracted and couldn’t concentrate on what 
they were doing. 

13-14 Food and water for Willy 
Dad watching for Willy 

Watching for  

15-16 Willy in a hurry 
Family excited  

 Appeared - showed up  

19-20 Belt for collar  
Ribbon for leash  

 Dog warden - person in charge of catching stray 
dogs; animal control 
Collar - a strap that goes around an animal’s neck, 
you attach a leash to the collar so the animal 
doesn’t get away 

25-26 Willy meeting new dogs  Introduced  -when you have someone meet 
someone else 
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27 Willy settled in  Settled in - comfortable, cozy 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Concerned - worried about 
Concentrate - to think about what you are doing 
Distracted - can’t think about what you are doing 
Disappointed - upset because things didn’t happen the way you wanted them to 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  Why did the family put food and water out for Willy when they returned to the park? 
 

Possible Answers:  
 They were hoping food and water would make Willy come to them because they thought he might be hungry.  They also thought that 

if he was still in the same area then that meant he did not belong to anybody else and they could keep them. 

 

Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  People and animals want to be a part of a family.   

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  
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START: Read 2 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is The Stray Dog and the author, or the person who 

wrote the story, is Marc Simont.  

STATE:   Story Problem  Remember when the children asked their parents if they could keep Willy?  Their parents said he probably 

belonged to someone else.  All week long, the family kept thinking about Willy. 
STATE:  Purpose of Read 2  I wonder what their thoughts were about Willy and how they felt about Willy.  Let’s read to find out. 

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

Dedication 
page 

The family is loading the car to go on a 
picnic 

Look at the children.  They are jumping down the steps.  They look excited.  They 
are probably saying, “Yippee.  We get to go to the park and have a picnic.”  

1-2 The family is leaving to go on a picnic.  I bet the children are feeling eager to leave the city and go to the park where there 
is a grassy space to run around and play. 

3-4 The family notices Willy in the park 
where they are having a picnic.  

The mother thinks the dog is scruffy or dirty and that no one has taken care of him. 
I bet the children are thinking, “Yeah, there is a dog we can play with.  We love 
dogs.”  I bet the scruffy dog smells the good food and feels relieved that he can eat 
now. 

Push-In and Connect 
Characters’ Feelings 

with Key Events 
 

The Stray Dog 
By:  Marc Simont 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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5-6 The children play with Willy all day 
long.  They even give him a name.  

The children must be thinking, “This is so much fun.  We wish Willy was our dog. 
We want a pet to love and take care of.” Willy is probably thinking, “I wish I 
belonged to a family like this.  They would probably feed me and play with me.  I 
hope they take me home.” 

7-8 The family leaves Willy at the park 
when they go home. 

Willy must be thinking, “I had so much fun with you.  Please take me home with 
you.  I need a family.  Don’t leave me here in the dark.” 

9-10 The girl is thinking about Willy. The girl is probably thinking, “If Willy doesn’t belong to anyone who will take care 
of him?  He will be all alone.”  I bet the children are concerned and worried about 
him.  They might feel bad or guilty that they left Willy at the park. 

11-12 Willy is on everyone’s mind. (Call attention to each illustration that shows a family member not being able to 
concentrate because they Willy on their mind.) Look at mom.  She’s burning the 
food because she has Willy on her mind.  She can’t concentrate on cooking a meal.  
I bet she’s thinking, “I wish we had not left that scruffy little dog at the park.  He is 
probably lonely and hungry. He needs a family.” I bet the other family members are 
thinking the same thing.  I wonder what Willy is doing.  I wonder if he has any food. 
Does he belong to someone?  I hope Willy is okay.  We should go and check on him. 

13-14 Dad is watching the food and water. “This is where we were last weekend.  I hope Willy smells the food and comes back 
to visit us.” 

17-18 The children are chasing Willy. “Who is that man chasing Willy and why is he running with a net?  I hope he doesn’t 
want to hurt him.” 

21 The children are dancing with Willy. “Yeah, Willy is our dog now.  He belongs to us.  He’s part of our family.” 

23-24 The kids are washing Willy. “Now that Willy is part of the family, we have to take care of him.” 

27 Willy gets comfortable on his bed. “Ah, I am so happy to be a part of this family.” 

 

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

Title   Stray - doesn’t belong to anybody 

Dedication Everyone preparing to go somewhere  Prepare - to  get ready to do something 
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2 Red car on bridge  Picnic - a meal you eat outside 

3-4 Willy, family looking towards Willy  Scruffy - messy, dirty 

5-6 Willy sitting up  Kept - continued, played and played 

7-8 Kids reach out the window to wave 
goodbye or show they want to keep 
Willy 

 Belong - someone must own him, he is someone 
else’s dog 
Disappointed - upset because things didn’t happen 
the way you wanted them to -- The children must 
feel disappointed that they couldn’t take Willy with 
them. 

9-10 Red car on bridge  Stray - doesn’t belong to anybody 
Concerned - worried about something  
I am thinking the girl is concerned that maybe Willy 
doesn’t belong to someone. She is worried. 

11-12 Not focused, spills over/overflow, trips, 
missing the ball, boiling over, burning 

 On their minds - thinking a lot about something;  
distracted; can’t think about what you are doing 
Concentrate - to think about what you are doing  
The family was thinking about Willy a lot.  They 
were distracted and couldn’t concentrate on what 
they were doing. 

13-14 Food and water for Willy 
Dad watching for Willy 

Watching for  

15-16 Willy in a hurry 
Family excited  

 Appeared - showed up  

19-20 Belt for collar  
Ribbon for leash  

 Dog warden - person in charge of catching stray 
dogs; animal control 
Collar - a strap that goes around an animal’s neck, 
you attach a leash to the collar so the animal 
doesn’t get away 

25-26 Willy meeting new dogs  Introduced  -when you have someone meet 
someone else 
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27 Willy settled in  Settled in - comfortable, cozy 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Concerned - worried about 
Concentrate - to think about what you are doing 
Distracted - can’t think about what you are doing 
Disappointed - upset because things didn’t happen the way you wanted them to 

 

Read 2: ASK 
ASK:  Why were the children so excited when the dog warden allowed them to keep Willy? 
 

Possible Answers:  
 They loved Willy since the first time they saw him and they really wanted him for their own pet.  They realized that Willy belongs to 

them.  Willy is part of the family. 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  People and animals want to be a part of a family. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. 
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START: Read 3 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

Read 3: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is The Stray Dog and 

the author, or the person who wrote the story, is Marc Simont.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem.  This dog looks like he is having fun playing with a ball, but I notice there is a man with a net.  I wonder if 

he is trying to catch the dog since the dog is a stray animal. 
STATE:  Purpose of Read 3  You all know this story so well I would like you to tell the story with me.  Remember, during the week after 

the picnic when mom, dad, and the kids had a hard time staying focused on what they were doing?  Instead, they thought and thought 
about Willy.  I wonder why they kept thinking about Willy.  Let’s go through the book and see if we can find out. 

 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.  

 Read a few passages that prompt children to respond. 

 Ask questions such as “What is happening here?”  Then, connect character’s feelings to that event, “How do you think ______felt 
when that happened?” 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

3-4 Willy is looking at the family sitting 
around the picnic table. 

 Willy thinks the family looks nice and the food smells great.  He wonders if they will 
feed him. 

Pull-Out  
Characters’ Feelings 

Key Events 

The Stray Dog 

By:  Marc Simont 
 

Pull-Out 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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7-8 Willy watches the family leave.  Willy had so much fun with them.  He didn’t want them to leave without him.  He 
hopes they come back to play. 

10 The girl is thinking about Willy. The girl was worried that if Willy did not belong to someone, he would be lonely and 
not have someone to feed him. 

11-12 Willy is on everyone’s minds. Every family member was worried about Willy.  They wondered if he had any food or 
someone to take care of him.  They hoped he was okay. 

13-14 Dad is watching the food and water. Dad was hopeful that Willy would come to see them.  It was the same place they were 
last weekend.  

17-18 The children are chasing Willy. They did not know why the man was chasing Willy.  They did not know if he was trying 
to hurt Willy.  They were scared and anxious. 

21 The children are dancing with Willy. The children were so excited that the dog warden let them keep Willy.  They were not 
worried anymore about him being lonely because now he is part of their family. 

 

TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.  

 Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary. 

 

Read 3: ASK 
ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea.  Why did each family member have Willy on his or her mind all week after leaving 

the park? 
 

Possible Answers:  
 They were worried that he did not belong to someone and that he would not have anyone to care for him. 
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Read 3: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  People and animals want to belong or be a part of a family. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  

 
 


