
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Nature, Animals, Plants, Living things, Insects, Life Cycles, Ecology          

There are so many wonderful books that can help us learn about how the world works and how we can take care of Earth’s living 
and non-living things.  We included several here so that you choose which anchor books you will use this Spring (and beyond).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARCH/APRIL INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW DOES THE WORLD WORK? HOW CAN WE TAKE CARE OF EARTH’S LIVING AND NON-LIVING THINGS?   

HOW DO THEY TAKE CARE OF US? 
 

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 



 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be storytellers 
and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 
Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in 
this story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you 
pre-plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what 
it means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to 
yourself, wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and 
define the key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds 
and think about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to yourself 
about how characters feel and think. Again, connect to 
the main idea and key vocabulary through the think 
alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose key 
pages to ask open-ended questions like "What's 
happening here? How does (character) think/feel 
about that?" Support the children by restating and 
expanding on their ideas, lifting vocabulary, their 
understandings, and their empathy!  

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore/look for cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante or gratitude/gratitud.
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even when the 

book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.
•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.During the read:
•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. Invite children to do the actions related to the words you Act out, to promote engagement and comprehension.
•Use props to support children’s understanding as you read.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story.
•Point out similarities in words (cognates) between English and the child’s first language. For example, “In English we say Determined and in Spanish determinado (deh-tehr-mee-nah-doh) when 

we are never going to give up."
•You can also point out differences in the languages, For example, “Shy is tímido (tee-mee-doh) in Spanish.”

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom.
•Books available in Spanish: La selva de Zonia (Zonia's Rain Forest), Arce (Maple), El Jadín de Errol (Errol's Garden)



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catch that 
Chicken  
by Atinuke 

Everyone is 
good at 

something 
and can 

contribute to 
the world in 

different 
ways. 

Encourage/animar (an-ee-mar): to do 
or say things that help others feel like 
they can do hard things/hacer o decir 
algo que ayude a otras personas a 
hacer algo que puede ser difícil para 
ellos 

Clever/astuto (ahs-too-toh): smart and 
good at solving problems and figuring 
things out/alguien que soluciona 
problemas  

Contribute/contribuir (kohn-tree-
bweer): find a way to help others and 
our world/buscar la manera de ayudar 
a los otros y al mundo 

Determined/determinado (deh-tehr-
mee-nah-doh): never giving 
up/alguioen que no se rinde o da por 
vencido  

 

Sing –   

You Contribute by Being You 

You contribute to the world by 
being you. 

You can do the things that no 
one else would do. 

You are strong and you are 
good, 

You help your friends and 
neighborhood, 

You contribute to the world by 
being YOU! 

(to the tune of “If Your Happy 
and You know it”) 

 

R1 State:  The title of this book is Catch that Chicken. I notice this 
little girl is holding a chicken. I wonder how she caught that chicken. 
Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask: How was Lami able to still catch that chicken at the end? 

R1 Possible Answer:  Lami was able to catch that chicken with a 
clever trick! She put corn on the ground and the chicken came right 
to her.  
  

R2 State: Remember we read Catch that Chicken. I remember that 
Lami hurt her ankle chasing the chicken. I wonder how Lami felt or 
what Lami thought when that happened. Let’s read and find out. 

R2 Ask:  How did Lami feel and what did she think when she got hurt 
and could not chase the chicken anymore? 

R2 Possible Answer: Lami was so sad when she hurt her ankle and 
couldn’t chase the chicken anymore. Her Nana Nadia encouraged her 
to be clever and figure out a way to catch that chicken without being 
so fast – and she did! 
  

R3 State:  We’ve read this story called Catch that Chicken before. 
Let’s read it again, and this time, you to be the storytellers. I wonder 
why she was so happy to catch the chicken at the end of the story. 
Let’s read and find out. 

R3 Ask:  Why did Lami feel so happy to catch the chicken at the end 
of the story? 

R3 Possible Answer:  Lami was so happy to catch that chicken at the 
end because catching chickens was a way she contributes to her 
family. She was determined that she could catch a chicken, even 
though her ankle was hurt, and she did! 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea from 
family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Zonia's Rain 

Forest  
by Juana Martinez-

Neal 
 

We all must 
stand up and 
take care of 
nature, our 
friends, and 
our Earth. 

Protect/proteger (proh-teh-hehr): 
to keep safe/dar seguridad o 
cuidar de algo o alguien para que 
no le pase nada 

Brave/valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): 
doing something even when it is 
new, hard, or when you are feeling 
scared/alguien que hace algo aún 
cuando es nuevo, difícil o cuando 
tienes miedo de hacerlo 

Frighten/espantar (ehs-pahn-
tahr): to scare/asustar a alguien 

Mighty/fuerte (fwehr-teh): 
strong/fuerte 

 

Sing – 

What a wonderful world 
By Louis Armstrong 

I see trees of green-Red roses too 
I see them bloom-For me and you 

And I think to myself -  
What a wonderful world 

I see skies of blue-                            
And clouds of white 

The bright blessed day- 
The dark sacred night 
And I think to myself- 

What a wonderful world 

The colors of the rainbow-              
So pretty in the sky 

Are also on the faces- 
Of people going by 

I see friends shaking hands-Saying, 
"How do you do?" 

They're really saying- "I love you" 

I hear babies cry-I watch them grow 
They'll learn much more- 

Than I'll never know 
And I think to myself- 

What a wonderful world 

Yes, I think to myself-                         
What a wonderful world 

Oh yeah! 

R1 State:  Look, there is a child who looks happy and calm looking at 
this blue butterfly. There are also plants all around her. The title of 
this story is Zonia’s Rain Forest. I wonder what this child does in the 
rain forest. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask:  What did Zonia do and who did Zonia visit in the rain forest? 

R1 Possible Answer: Zonia played with her friends in the rain forest 
all day. She visited her new, mighty friend too! 
  

R2 State:  Remember in this story Zonia was visiting her friends – the 
living things who lived with her in the rain forest. She had many 
feelings and thoughts as she visited them and heard them calling to 
her. I’m wondering how Zonia felt and what she thought about when 
she saw the trees cut down? Let’s read and find out. 

R2 Ask: (point to the page with the trees cut down) How does Zonia 
feel and what does she think when she sees the trees cut down? 

R2 Possible Answer: Zonia is frightened when she sees the trees cut 
down. She feels brave, though, and will protect the trees.  
  

R3 State:  We’ve read Zonia’s Rain Forest and have learned about her 
and the living things who are her friends and neighbors. Let’s read it 
again and you can be the storyteller. Remember that she says she 
will answer the call. I wonder what the forest asks her and how she 
will answer it. 

R3 Ask:  What is the forest asking, or calling, Zonia to do and how will 
she answer it? 

R3 Possible Answer:  The forest is asking Zonia to be brave and 
protect the trees, for her friends and for her family.  
  

  



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Way with Wild 

Things  
by Larissa Theule 

Everyone has 
something to 
contribute to 

the world. 

Contribute/contribuir (kohn-tree-
bweer): find a way to help others and 
our world/buscar la manera de ayudar 
a los otros y al mundo 

Fragile/frágil (frah-heel): easy to break 
or hurt/que se rompe o se lastima 
facilmente  

Magnificent/magnífico (mahg-nee-fee-
koh): amazing, very good, excellent/ 
asombroso, muy bueno, excelente 

Shy/tímido (tee-mee-doh): a feeling 
that you don’t want to join with other 
people until you feel comfortable/ 
cuando no quieres estar con otras 
personas hasta que te sientas cómodo y 
seguro 

 

Sing –  

You Contribute by Being You 

You contribute to the world by 
being you. 

You can do the things that no 
one else would do. 

You are strong and you are 
good, 

You help your friends and 
neighborhood, 

You contribute to the world by 
being YOU! 

(to the tune of “If Your Happy 
and You know it”) 

 

 

R1 State:  I see a little girl here in the middle of the flowers. Oh, look! 
There are a lot of insects around her and the flowers. I see 
butterflies, ladybugs, dragonflies, and bees. I think she might even be 
holding a ladybug. This book is called A Way with Wild Things. I 
wonder whether that means that this little girl connects with and is 
good to the wild things that live in nature.  Let’s read to find out what 
she is doing in that garden surrounded by so many insects. 

R1 Ask:  Why does Poppy Ann love the bugs in her garden? 

R1 Possible Answer:  Poppy Ann loves the bugs because they are 
magnificent, very wonderful! 
  

R2 State:  Remember this story, Poppy Ann stayed in her garden as 
often as she could learning about plants and insects. I wonder how 
she felt and what she thought about as she spent time in her garden. 
Let’s read to find out how she feels and what she thinks about as she 
spends time in her garden. 

R2 Ask:  How did Poppy Ann feel and think about when she was in 
the garden and connected to nature and wild things? 

R2 Possible Answer:  Poppy Ann loves being in the garden with wild 
things. She feels like she is contributing, or helping, the bugs by 
listening and learning about them.  
  

R3 State:  We’ve read A Way with Wild Things a few times now and 
know that Poppy Ann has a special way with insects and wild things. 
Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller about what others 
learned about wild things and about Poppy Ann. 

R3 Ask:  What did Poppy Ann’s family discover about Poppy Ann and 
wild things as they joined her in her garden? 

R3 Possible Answer:  They discovered that Poppy Ann was 
magnificent with wild things. She was shy, so they didn’t know how 
much Poppy had a way with wild things until the party.  
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child Friendly 
Definitions (English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Grow Happy  
by Jon Lasser PhD 

Taking care of 
yourself and 
others can 

make you feel 
happy. 

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/felicidad 

Attention/atención (ah-tehn-syohn): to 
see; to notice someone or 
something/ver, darse cuenta de algo o 
alguien 

Problems/problemas (proh-bleh-
mahs): something we don’t like that has 
to be fixed/situaciones que no nos 
gustan, que tenemos que solucionar 

Reflect/reflexionar (rreh-flehk-syoh-
nahr): thinking about ourselves and our 
choices/pensar acerca de nosotros y 
nuestras opciones  

Relax/relajar (rreh-lah-hahr): to feel 
calm/sentirse en calma 

Solutions/soluciones (soh-loo-syoh-
nes): a way to make things better/una 
forma de hacer que las cosas mejoren 

 

Sing –  

Grow, Grow, Grow Your Joy 

Grow, Grow, Grow your joy- 
There is much love to be found 

when you’re 
Planting seeds of kindness 

in your heart and all around 

(To the tune of “Row, Row, 
Row your boat”) 

 

R1 State: This book is called Grow Happy. I notice this little girl is in 
her garden. She is watering her plants. I wonder how else she takes 
care of her garden. Let’s read to find out what she does. 

R1 Ask: How does Kiko take care of her herself so she can grow 
happy? 

R1 Possible Answer: Kiko pays attention, or notices, what she needs 
in her life. She eats good food, exercises, rests, and looks for 
solutions to her problems.  
  

R2 State: Remember in this story, Grow Happy, Kiko makes good 
choices to take care of her garden and herself. I wonder how she 
thinks and feels about the choices she is making. Let’s read to find 
out. 

R2 Ask: How does Kiko think and feel about the choices she made to 
take care of herself and her garden? 

R2 Possible Answer: Kiko feels so much joy about her choices to take 
care of herself and her garden.  
  

R3 State: We’ve read Grow Happy several times now. Let’s read it 
again and this time, you will be the storytellers as we remember how 
Kiko takes care of herself and her garden in ways that help her grow 
happiness.  

R3 Ask:  How does Kiko grow happiness?  

R3 Possible Answer: Kiko grows happiness by making choices to look 
for solutions and to take care of herself and others.  
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. Create or use a song 
or idea from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Maple  
by Lori Nichols 

If we slow 
down, watch, 

and listen, 
nature will 

show us new 
ways to grow 

or relax. 

Lonely/solitario(a) (soh-lee-tah-
ryoh): to feel alone, sometimes 
it makes you feel sad/sentirse 
solo, que algunas veces te 
sientes triste 

Magical/mágico (mah-hee-koh): 
really special/muy especial 

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-
rah-leh-sah): things in the world 
that are not made by us/lo que 
hay en nuestro mundo que no 
creamos nosotros 

Relax/relajar (rreh-lah-hahr): to 
feel calm/sentirse en calma 

Surprising/sorprendente (sohr-
prehn-dehn-teh): something we 
don’t think will happen/algo que 
no pensamos que pudiera pasar 

Wondered/preguntando (preh-
goon-tahn-doh): to have 
questions about/hacerse 
preguntas sobre algo 

 

Sing –        

The Trees are Growing 
The trees are growing tall (raise arms 

above head, fingers touching) 
The trees are growing tall. 

With soil, and rain, and sunny days  
The trees are growing tall. 

The trees are growing roots (bend over and 
touch the floor) 

The trees are growing roots 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days 

The trees are growing roots. 
The trees are growing bark (run hands up 

and down sides) 
The trees are growing bark 

With soil, and rain, and sunny days 
The trees are growing bark. 

The trees are growing branches (stretch 
arms out) 

The trees are growing branches 
With soil, and rain, and sunny days 

The trees are growing branches. 
The trees are growing leaves (wiggle 

fingers) 
The trees are growing leaves 

With soil, and rain, and sunny days 
The trees are growing leaves. 

(To the Tune of “Farmer in the Dell”) The 
trees are growing branches. 

 
*See another option for tuning in below for 

Trees make Perfect Pets! 

R1 State: The title of this book is Maple. I see a little girl 
standing by a Maple tree and looking very happy. I wonder why 
this tree is special to the little girl. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask: Why is the tree special to the little girl? 

R1 Possible Answer:  The tree is special to Maple because her 
parents planted it when she was a tiny baby, and it grew up with 
her! She loves to relax, or be calm, outside with her tree. 
  

R2 State: Remember we read Maple about Maple the little girl 
and her tree, Maple. I wonder what Maple the little girl thought 
and felt as she sat with her tree. Let’s read and find out. 

R2 Ask:  What were some of the thoughts and feelings that 
Maple had as she sat with her tree?  

R2 Possible Answer:  Maple felt relaxed with her tree. She 
wondered if her tree felt cold when it had no leaves. Sometimes 
Maple felt lonely, or all alone, and she wondered if her tree was 
lonely too. 
  

R3 State: We’ve read this story, Maple, before. Let’s read it 
again and you can be the storytellers as we remember how the 
tree helped Maple and her little sister.  

R3 Ask:  How did the tree help Maple and her little sister? 

R3 Possible Answer:  The tree helped Maple wonder and learn 
about nature. The tree helped Maple and her sister, Willow to 
relax- to be calm. It was a very magical, very special place 
between the sisters’ trees.  

 

 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, and connect 
them to the book. Create or use a song or idea from 
family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

From Tree to Sea 
by Shelley Moore 

Thomas 

By observing 
nature, we 
can learn 
amazing 
things. 

Observe/observar (ohb-sehr-
bahr): to watch and notice how 
things are and change/fijarse en 
las cosas a nuestro alrededor  

Earth/tierra (tyeh-rrah): the 
world or planet that we live on/ 
el mundo o planeta en el que 
vivimos 

Environment/entorno (ehn-
tohr-noh): all the things on 
earth, living and non-living/ 
todo lo que está a nuestro 
alrededor, ya sea natural o no  

Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-
rah-leh-sah): things in the world 
that are not made by us/lo que 
hay en nuestro mundo que no 
creamos nosotros 

Wonder/maravilla (mah-rah-
bee-yah): (noun) something so 
great there aren’t even words to 
describe it/ algo tan especial 
que no encontramos palabras 
para describirlo 

 

Sing –        

Bird Song  
by Wailin Jennies 

I hear a bird chirping up in the sky- 
I'd like to be free like that, spread my wings so 

high. 
I see the river flowing, water running by- 

I'd like to be that river, see what I might find. 
I feel the wind a-blowing, slowly changing time- 

I'd like to be that wind; I'd swirl and shape the sky. 
I smell the flowers blooming, opening for spring- 
I'd like to be those flowers, open to everything. 

 
I feel the seasons change: the leaves, the snow and 

the sun- 
I'd like to be those seasons, made up and undone. 
I taste the living earth, the seeds that grow within- 
I'd like to be that earth, a home where life begins. 

I see the moon a-rising, reaching into night- 
I'd like to be that moon: a knowing, glowing light. 
I know the silence as the world begins to wake- 
I'd like to be that silence as the morning breaks. 

 
I hear a bird chirping up in the sky- 

I'd like to be free like that, spread my wings so 
high. 

I see the river flowing, water running by- 
I'd like to be that river, see what I might find. 

I feel the wind a-blowing, slowly changing time- 
I'd like to be that wind, I'd swirl and shape the sky. 
I smell the flowers blooming, opening for spring- 
I'd like to be those flowers, open to everything. 
I'd like to be those flowers, open to everything. 

 
Link to the song and link to the lyrics 

 

R1 State: This book is called From Tree to Sea. Look, 
there are two children sitting together on a branch of a 
tree and looking out to the sea. I wonder what these 
children might learn about or do in this story! Let’s read 
and find out! 

R1 Ask: What are some things that the Earth showed 
them about how to grow, learn, and live? 

R1 Possible Answer:  The Earth showed the children how 
to observe, to watch everything around them. One thing 
that the children learned was how to stand tall, like a 
tree, even when hard things happen. (There are many 
possible answers, from nearly every page of the book. 
This is just one example.) 
  

R2 State: Remember in this story, From Tree to Sea the 
child learns many things about how to grow, learn, and 
live by observing and being in nature. I am wondering 
how the child felt and what they thought as they 
explored nature and its many lessons. Let’s read and find 
out.   

R2 Ask: How did the child feel and what did they think 
about as they explored nature and its many lessons? 

R2 Possible Answer: The child felt wonder at all of the 
lessons the Earth teaches. They saw wonders- things so 
great on this Earth that there are not even words to 
describe them.  
  

R3 State: We’ve read this story, From Tree to Sea before. 
Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller about 
what the child discovered by paying close attention to 
and observing nature and the Earth and its many lessons.   

R3 Ask:  Why was it important for the child to observe 
and pay close attention to nature and the lessons of the 
Earth? 

R3 Possible Answer:  It is important for the child to 
observe the Earth to see all of the wonders that nature 
holds! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQ0MlpVMv90
https://www.google.com/search?q=bird+song+wailin+jennys+lyrics&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS956US956&oq=bird+song+by+wail&aqs=chrome.2.69i57j0i22i30l3.5800j0j4&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8


 

 

 Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. Create or use a song 
or idea from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Errol’s Garden  
by Gillian Hibbs 

When we 
work together 

with our 
community 

we can 
change things 

and make 
them better. 

Community/comunidad (koh-
moo-nee-dahd): people who 
take care of and help each 
other/personas que se cuidan y 
se ayudan 

Delighted/encantado (ehng-
kahn-tah-doh): excited and very 
happy/emocionado y muy feliz 
por algo que está pasando 

Dream/sueño (sweh-nyoh): 
spend time thinking and 
imagining about it/el tiempo 
que utilizamos para pensar e 
imaginar en algo que queremos 

Improve/mejorar (meh-hoh-
rahr): to make something 
better/hacer algo mejor 

Plan/plan (plahn): an idea to do 
something/una idea qye 
tenemos para hacer algo 

 

Sing –        

When We Work Together 

When we work together,                          
together, together 

When we work together  
there’s so much we can do 

Together we stand-  
our hearts, heads and, hands 

When we work together  
there’s so much we can do. 

We make things better- it's true! 
 

(To the tune of “When We Get Together”) 

R1 State: The title of this book is Errol's Garden. I notice that the 
children are holding plants, soil, watering cans, a shovel, pots, 
and seed starters and are surrounded by plants. I wonder what 
they are going to do. Let's read and find out. 

R1 Ask:  Why did Errol plant a roof garden? 

R1 Possible Answer: Errol planted a roof garden because he ran 
out of space for his plants inside. He dreamed of having a 
garden and sharing it with his community so he made a plan 
and worked with his neighbors to create their garden together.  
  

R2 State: Remember we read Errol's Garden. I remember that 
Errol was so good at growing things that he started running out 
of room to grow any more plants in his apartment. He had been 
dreaming of having a real garden and found a perfect place on 
the roof.  Then he invited others in his community, and they 
made a plan and created an amazing garden together. I wonder 
how Errol felt and what he was thinking as he dreamed, 
planned, and worked with his community to grow a real garden 
for everyone to share. Let’s read and find out. 

R2 Ask: What did Errol think about and feel as he dreamed, 
planned, and then worked with others to grow a garden and 
improve their community? 

R2 Possible Answer: Errol was delighted, he was so excited and 
happy to work with his community to plan and grow a garden 
on their roof! 
  

R3 State: We've read this story called Errol's Garden before. This 
time let's read it again and I want you to be the storytellers. I 
wonder how Errol improved- made a difference- in his 
community. Let’s read and find out. 

R3 Ask:  How did Errol improve- make a difference- in his 
community? 

R3 Possible Answer:  Errol made a difference and improved his 
community by dreaming and planning for the garden. The 
community worked together and grew beautiful flowers and 
delicious food to share.  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. Create or use a song 
or idea from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Trees Make 
Perfect Pets: A 

Story About 
Nature, Plants 
And Gardening 

For Kids  
by Paul Czajak 

Loving 
something 

means caring 
for it in a way 
that helps it 

grow and 
thrive. 

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-
neh-sehr): to be part of/ser 
parte de algo 

Thrive/desarrollarse bien (deh-
sah-rroh-yahr-seh  byehn): have 
what they need to really grow 
and live freely/tener lo que 
necesitamos para crecer 
libremente 

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): 
being one of a kind/ser uno 
solo, que no hay más de lo 
mismo  

Alongside/al lado de (ahl lah-
doh deh): beside/al lado 

Companion/compañero (kohm-
pah-nyeh-roh): a friend you 
spend time with/un amigo con 
el que pasas el tiempo 

 

Sing –        

Trees are very good plants 

Trees are very good plants,  
Trees are very good plants,  
Trees are very good plants,  
For all the things they do! 

 
They make a cozy home  

for birds and bugs to roam. 
They give us air to breathe,  

that’s something we all need. 
They are beautiful to see!  

There is nothing like a tree! 
 

(To the tune of “For He’s a Jolly Good 
Fellow”) 

http://www.prekfun.com/themes/prekthe
mes/a-

f/arborday/Arbor_Day_SongsPoems.htm 
 

*See another option for tuning in above for 
Maple. 

R1 State: Look, there is a child running and having a great time 
outside and pulling a wagon with a small tree behind her. That is 
unique to have a tree on a wagon. That is not usually where I 
see trees. The title of this story is Trees make Perfect Pets.  I 
wonder if the little tree is a companion, or friend that the little 
girl likes to spend time with.  If so, I wonder what they do 
together. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask: Why did Abigail think Fido the tree makes a great pet? 

R1 Possible Answer: Abigail thought Fido would make a great 
pet because he is quiet, easy to take care of, and trees help 
people breathe. She thought Fido would be a good companion, 
a good friend.  
  

R2 State: Remember in this story Abigail was spending time with 
her unique pet, Fido the tree. I wonder how she felt and what 
she thought about as she spent time alongside her companion. 
Let’s read and find out.   

R2 Ask: How do you think Abigail felt and thought about Fido, 
her companion the tree, as it grew and changed? 

R2 Possible Answer: I think that Abigail felt so happy and proud 
to watch Fido grow and change. Then, she felt worried and sad 
when she had to plant Fido outside. She knew that he was too 
big and that trees belong outside. Fido couldn’t thrive, or grow 
his best, inside anymore. 
  

R3 State: I am wondering what this Abigail discovered about 
loving others and helping them thrive- or have what they need 
to live and grow freely- as she grew with Fido the tree. Let’s 
read it again and you can be the storyteller about what Abigail 
discovered alongside her companion, Fido the tree. 

R3 Ask:  Why did Abigail finally decide it was a good idea to 
plant Fido the tree outside?   

R3 Possible Answer: She decided that it was a good idea to 
plant Fido outside when Fido got too big inside. She loved Fido 
and wanted him to really be able to live, grow, and thrive.  

http://www.prekfun.com/themes/prekthemes/a-f/arborday/Arbor_Day_SongsPoems.htm
http://www.prekfun.com/themes/prekthemes/a-f/arborday/Arbor_Day_SongsPoems.htm
http://www.prekfun.com/themes/prekthemes/a-f/arborday/Arbor_Day_SongsPoems.htm


 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. Create or use a song 
or idea from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Flower Garden  
by Eve Bunting 

We all can 
feel joy by 
celebrating 
and doing 

special things 
for and with 

the people we 
love. 

Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): 
to really like something/ 
cuando te gusta algo mucho 

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-
brahr): to do something special 
with other people that makes us 
happy/lo que hacemos con otras 
personas que nos hace feliz  

Arrange/organizar (ohr-gah-
nee-sahr): put things in a way 
that you want them/poner las 
cosas en la forma que quieres 

Select/seleccionar (seh-lehk-
syoh-nahr): to choose the one 
you want/escoger lo que tu 
quieres 

Prepare/preparar (preh-pah-
rahr): to get ready for/alistarse 
para algo  

 

Sing –        

Five Little Flowers 

Five little flowers  
standing in the sun- 

See their heads nodding,  
bowing one by one. 
Down, down, down  
falls the gentle rain  

and the five little flowers  
lift up their heads again. 

 
(To the tune of the “Itsy Bitsy Spider”) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFWX

PmUg_IQ 
 
 

Another great one: 

Roots, Stem, Leaves, Flower 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bFU
_wJgvBI 

 

R1 State: Look, there is a child looking at and enjoying these 
beautiful flowers. The title of this story Flower Garden. I wonder 
what the child is doing with those flowers that is making her 
smile. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask: Why did the child want to get the flowers? 

R1 Possible Answer:  She wanted to get the flowers to help 
celebrate her mom’s birthday.  
  

R2 State: Remember in this story this child was creating and 
arranging a flower garden to celebrate her mom’s birthday. I am 
wondering what she was thinking and feeling as she prepared 
this surprise to celebrate her mother. Let’s read and find out.   

R2 Ask: How do you think the little girl felt and was thinking 
about while she created the flower garden to surprise her mom 
on her birthday? 

R2 Possible Answer:  I think she enjoyed picking out, or 
selecting, the flowers and arranging, or organizing, the garden 
for her mother.  
  

R3 State: I am wondering what this child discovered about doing 
special things for people she loves. Let’s read it again and you 
can be the storyteller about why it was important to the child to 
create the flower garden for her mom! 

R3 Ask:  Why was it important to the child to create the flower 
garden for her mom? 

R3 Possible Answer:  She enjoyed preparing and planning to 
celebrate her mother because her mother is so special to her 
and she wanted to celebrate her birthday! 
 
 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFWXPmUg_IQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eFWXPmUg_IQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bFU_wJgvBI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9bFU_wJgvBI


 

 
 

 
Teacher-Selected Words 
to PAT  

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in the book  
Act 

out words whose meaning can be 
shown through action or facial 

expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a 

child-friendly definition) 

Catch that Chicken  
by Atinuke 

Lami, chicken, braids, bulls, 
ankle 
 

Lean, leap, catches, through,  
slow down, snatch, puffs up, cries, 
stares 

Injure- to get hurt 
Swiftly- very fast 
Snatch- to grab something quickly 
Leap- to jump over something 
Lunge- to move quickly to grab something 

Zonia's Rain Forest  
by Juana Martinez-
Neal 

Zonia, friend, mamas, babies, 
thicket 

Calls, talk, mighty, hide and seek, 
quiet and still 

Rain Forest- a big area of tall trees where it rains very, very much (many plants and 
                         animals make their homes in rain forests) 
Favorite- the one you like the best 

A Way with Wild 
Things 
by Larissa Theule 

Poppy Ann, bugs, wildflowers 
dragonfly 

Listening, danced, blew, froze, gasp Coaxed- get someone to do something, very gently 
Prefer- what you like to do more than something else 
Wallflower- a person who is shy at parties  
Refuse- to not do something 
Fragile- can break easily 

Grow Happy  
by Jon Lasser PhD  

Kiko, Chico, brother, exercise, 
food, rest, spots, deer 

Pull, dig, sprinkle, plant, water, ate Gardener- someone who grows things  
Frustrate- to be mad and sad  
“Gives me a hand”- helps me 

Maple  
by Lori Nichols  

Maple, tree, jacket, snowballs, 
friend, baby, Willow 

Noisy, sing, sway, throwing, dance, 
whisper 

Honor- to celebrate a special thing happening 
Bare- it has no leaves 
Worried- feeling concerned about what might happen 
Pretend- playing that you are something or somebody else 

From Tree to Sea  
by Shelley Moore 
Thomas 

Trees, stones, oceans, sun, 
clouds, bees, baby bird, soil, 
cats, whales, moon 

Stand tall, kick, roll, wave, smile, fly, 
reach, wide 

Breeze- a small wind 
Rewards- prizes 
Dim- not very light 
Soar- to fly high 
Soil- dirt 
Ponder- to think about 
Curious- to wonder about  

Errol’s Garden  
by Gillian Hibbs 

Button, roof, plan,  
different things,  
fruits and vegetables 

Excited, grow Running out- there is almost no more 
Roof garden- a garden that is on top of the roof 
Notice- to see and pay attention to 

Trees Make Perfect 
Pets 
 by Paul Czajak 

Abigail, dog, hamster, bird, 
tree, Fido, leaves, friends 

Quiet, ran, water, sang, tricks 
 

Stumped- didn't know what to think 
Nursery- a place that grows plants  
Socialize- to be around other people and animals 
Crowded- not enough room  
Permanent- forever 

Flower Garden  
by Eve Bunting 

Garden, shopping cart, box, 
papers, potting soil,   
window box, candles, Mom 
 

Smile, up, row Checkout Lane- where you pay for your groceries 
Trowel- shovel 
Window box- a garden box that goes right outside of your window 
Soil- dirt 


	MARCH/APRIL INQUIRY QUESTIONS:
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