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START: Read 1 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 

Read 1: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Humphrey the Lost Whale:  A True Story and the 

authors, or the people who wrote the story, are Wendy Tokuda and Richard Hall.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1  Look here, this is a humpback whale named Humphrey.  It looks like he’s traveling with a pod, or group, of 

other whales.  I wonder where Humphrey is going.  Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I noticed, I was 

thinking….).  Humphrey went the wrong way.  He didn’t stay with the pod of whales and now he is in danger. 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

29 Humpback whales migrate.  They travel together to live in 
different places.  They have to stay together with their 
pod so they know where to go. 

  

31 Humphrey turned the wrong way and got separated from 
his pod. (Push in story problem.) 

29 Humpback whales migrate in pods and they need to stay 
together. 

34/35 Humphrey went upstream instead of back toward the 
ocean. 

31 Humphrey was separated from his pod and was lost. 

Push-In and Connect 

Key Events 

Humphrey the Lost Whale:  A True Story 
By:  Wendy Tokuda and Richard Hall 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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37 Whales need to live in the ocean.  They need to be in salt 
water, like ocean water, to survive.  Rivers don’t have salt 
water; they have fresh water.  This isn’t the right place 
for Humphrey to live.  He is in danger if he stays in the 
fresh water of the river. 

29 Humpback whales are endangered; there aren’t a lot of 
them in the world.  So, Humphrey must survive or there will 
be one less humpback whale in the world. 

38 The people are concerned that Humphrey is going to get 
sick. 

29 
37 

Humpback whales are endangered. 
Whales need to live in the ocean, not rivers.  They can’t 
survive in rivers. 

39 Humphrey squeezed under a bridge.  Now it will be even 
more difficult for him to make his way back to the ocean.  

  

41 Humphrey is getting sick. 37 
39 

Whales are supposed to live in the ocean.   
Humphrey squeezed under the bridge and now it is harder 
for him to get back to the ocean. 

44/45 Humphrey started heading back to the ocean, but he was 
afraid to go under the bridge. 

39 Humphrey squeezed under the bridge and kept moving 
further away from the ocean. 

48 The people tried to find a way to help Humphrey go 
under the bridge. 

37 Whales need to live in the ocean, not rivers.  It’s a good 
thing the people are helping save this endangered animal. 

54 Everyone cheered because Humphrey was headed back 
toward the ocean.  How did he get through the bridge 
and back to the ocean?  Was it because the people 
helped him? 

37, 39 Humphrey was in danger when he was in the river.  Now he 
is headed back to the ocean and will be safe. 

57 Humphrey is back at San Francisco Bay. 31 This is where he first turned in the wrong direction and got 
lost.  He is headed back the way he came – toward the 
ocean. 

 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

28 Humpback whales  Pod – a group of whales 
Magnificent – wonderful; really great 

29   Intelligent – really smart 
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31 Golden Gate Bridge 
San Francisco Bay 

 Mistakes – to mess up; to do something you didn’t 
mean to do 
Bay – Part of the ocean that’s surrounded by land on 
three sides 

33   Spectacular – amazing; wonderful 
Appearing – coming up so he could be seen 

35 Upstream  Upstream – away from the ocean 

36   Appear – come up so he could be seen 

39   Beach – to come on land 

40   Shallow – not deep 
Narrow – thin; small 

41   Scientist – someone who knows a lot about animals 

42   Coast Guard officers – someone who helps people 
and animals in trouble in the ocean 

44   Relieved – thankful; felt better 

46   Flustered – nervous; worried 

47  Thrashed (move hand side to 
side) 

Thrashed – moved back and forth 

49 Pilings  Pilings – posts holding up the bridge 

52  Bobbed (move head up and 
down) 
Thrashed (move hand side to 
side) 

Approached – got close  
Lodged – stuck  
Thrashed – moved back and forth 

53 Pilings  Pilings – posts holding up the bridge 

56 Flotilla of boats  Flotilla – a group of boats 

60   Rescue – to save someone 
Grateful – thankful  
Ordeal – problem; trouble 
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Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Migrate – to travel together to a new place 
Endangered – there aren’t many of them left in the world 
Determined – not giving up 
Survive – stay alive 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  Why was Humphrey in danger when he began swimming upstream? 
 

Possible Answers:  

 He needed to be in salt water, not fresh water. 

 He might become beached/get stuck on land. 
 He would get sick because he wasn’t in the ocean. 

 

Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  People can work together to help endangered animals. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  
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START: Read 2 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Humphrey the Lost Whale:  A True Story and the 

authors, or the people who wrote the story, are Wendy Tokuda and Richard Hall.  

STATE:   Story Problem  Humphrey went the wrong way.  He didn’t stay with the pod of whales and now he is in danger. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 2  Remember, Humphrey went the wrong way and got stuck in the river?  When we were reading this story the 

other day, I wondered how the people felt when they saw Humphrey headed for danger.  Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

33 People would stop whatever they were 
doing to watch Humphrey. 

They must be thinking, “Wow!  I’ve never seen a humpback whale this close before.  
They are endangered and it’s rare to see one.  They usually don’t come this close to 
land.  I wonder how he got here.” 

39 Humphrey squeezed under the bridge 
and was trapped. 

The people are probably worried that Humphrey wouldn’t be able to get back to the 
ocean.  They knew he would get sick if he stayed in the river.  They were probably 
thinking, “This whale is in danger he won’t survive if he stays in the river.  He isn’t 
going to make it back to the ocean in time.” 

Push-In and Connect 
Characters’ Feelings 

with Key Events 
 

Humphrey the Lost Whale:  A True Story 
By:  Wendy Tokuda and Richard Hall 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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43 The people played recordings of whales 
eating. 

The people are probably thinking that, if they play these recordings of other whales, 
Humphrey will want to be with them.  He is probably hungry and will want to go to 
where the other whales are so he can find some food to eat. 

47 People stopped banging the pipes. The people saw that Humphrey was getting angry and they probably wondered if the 
banging was the cause of his anger.  They probably thought, “This whale is already in 
danger.  It won’t be good for him to get angry.  He needs to focus on getting back to 
the ocean.  Let’s stop banging so he will calm down.” 

48 Humphrey’s friends wouldn’t give up. The people knew that he had to get back to the ocean.  They are going to do 
everything they can to make sure Humphrey makes it back safely.  They are worried 
about him and want to get him back to safety. 

51 Everyone watched nervously. They’re wondering if Humphrey will head back to the ocean or if he will stay stuck in 
the river.  They are probably concerned that he will get sicker and sicker and that he 
won’t survive if he stays in the river. 

54 The people cheered as Humphrey made 
it under the bridge. 

They are probably so relieved.  They must be thinking, “The whale will be okay.  He will 
make it back to the ocean and he will survive!” 

56 The people kept clanging pipes to help 
Humphrey find his way. 

The people know that Humphrey isn’t completely out of danger until he makes it all 
the way back to the ocean.  They are thinking that they need to continue to help him 
until he is completely out of danger. 

59 Humphrey seemed to be waving 
goodbye. 

The people were probably so proud that they had helped the whale make it back to 
the ocean.  They were probably thinking, “Wow!  It seems like Humphrey is telling us 
goodbye.  He must be grateful for our help.” 

 

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

28 Humpback whales  Pod – a group of whales 
Magnificent – wonderful; really great 

29   Intelligent – really smart 

31 Golden Gate Bridge 
San Francisco Bay 

 Mistakes – to mess up; to do something you didn’t 
mean to do 
Bay – Part of the ocean that’s surrounded by land on 
three sides 
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33   Spectacular – amazing; wonderful 
Appearing – coming up so he could be seen 

35 Upstream  Upstream – away from the ocean 

36   Appear – come up so he could be seen 

39   Beach – to come on land 

40   Shallow – not deep 
Narrow – thin; small 

41   Scientist – someone who knows a lot about animals 

42   Coast Guard officers – someone who helps people 
and animals in trouble in the ocean 

44   Relieved – thankful; felt better 

46   Flustered – nervous; worried 

47  Thrashed (move hand side to 
side) 

Thrashed – moved back and forth 

49 Pilings  Pilings – posts holding up the bridge 

52  Bobbed (move head up and 
down) 
Thrashed (move hand side to 
side) 

Approached – got close  
Lodged – stuck  
Thrashed – moved back and forth 

53 Pilings  Pilings – posts holding up the bridge 

56 Flotilla of boats  Flotilla – a group of boats 

60   Rescue – to save someone 
Grateful – thankful  
Ordeal – problem; trouble 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Migrate – to travel together to a new place 
Endangered – there aren’t many of them left in the world 
Determined – not giving up 
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Survive – to live 

 

Read 2: ASK 
ASK:  How did the people feel when Humphrey finally made it back to the ocean?  Why? 

 
Possible Answers:  

 Proud because they had helped Humphrey make his way back to safety. 

 Thankful that Humphrey was okay because he could have gotten sick if he stayed in the river. 
 Excited because they had helped save an endangered animal. 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  People can work together to help endangered animals. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. 
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START: Read 3 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

Read 3: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is Humphrey the Lost 

Whale:  A True Story and the authors, or the people who wrote the story, are Wendy Tokuda and Richard Hall.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem. Children state the problem.  Humphrey went the wrong way.  He didn’t stay with the pod of whales and 

now he is in danger. 
STATE:  Purpose of Read 3  Now that you know this story so well, I would like for you to help tell the story. I wonder why the people 

were so determined to help Humphrey.  Let’s read to find out. 

 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.  

 Read a few passages that prompt children to respond. 

 Ask questions such as “What is happening here?”  Then, connect character’s feelings to that event, “How do you think ______felt 
when that happened?” 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

33 People would stop whatever they were 
doing to watch Humphrey. 

They must be thinking, “Wow!  I’ve never seen a humpback whale this close before.  
They are endangered and it’s rare to see one.  They usually don’t come this close to 
land.  I wonder how he got here.” 

Pull-Out  
Characters’ Feelings 

Key Events 

Humphrey the Lost Whale:  A True Story 

By:  Wendy Tokuda and Richard Hall 
 

Pull-Out 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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39 Humphrey squeezed under the bridge 
and was trapped. 

The people are probably worried that Humphrey wouldn’t be able to get back to the 
ocean.  They knew he would get sick if he stayed in the river.  They were probably 
thinking, “This whale is in danger.  He isn’t going to make it back to the ocean in time.” 

43 The people played recordings of whales 
eating. 

The people are probably thinking that, if they play these recordings of other whales, 
Humphrey will want to be with him.  He is probably hungry and will want to go to 
where the other whales are so he can find some food to eat. 

47 People stopped banging the pipes. The people saw that Humphrey was getting angry and they probably wondered if the 
banging was the cause of his anger.  They probably thought, “This whale is already in 
danger.  It won’t be good for him to get angry.  He needs to focus on getting back to 
the ocean.  Let’s stop banging so he will calm down.” 

48 Humphrey’s friends wouldn’t give up. The people knew that he had to get back to the ocean.  They are going to do 
everything they can to make sure Humphrey makes it back safely.  They are worried 
about him and want to get him back to safety. 

51 Everyone watched nervously. They’re wondering if Humphrey will head back to the ocean or if he will stay stuck in 
the river.  They are probably concerned that he will get sicker and sicker and won’t 
survive if he stays in the river. 

54 The people cheered as Humphrey made 
it under the bridge. 

They are probably so relieved.  They must be thinking, “The whale will be okay.  He will 
make it back to the ocean and he will survive!” 

56 The people kept clanging pipes to help 
Humphrey find his way. 

The people know that Humphrey isn’t completely out of danger until he makes it all 
the way back to the ocean.  They are thinking that they need to continue to help him 
until he is completely out of danger. 

59 Humphrey seemed to be waving 
goodbye. 

The people were probably so proud that they had helped the whale make it back to 
the ocean.  They were probably thinking, “Wow!  It seems like Humphrey is telling us 
goodbye.  He must be grateful for our help.” 

 

TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.  

 Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary. 
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Read 3: ASK 
ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea.   Why were the people so determined to help Humphrey make it back to the ocean? 

Possible Answers:  

 They knew he was in danger and needed to be in the ocean. 

 He was getting sick in the river. 

 Humpback whales need to live in salt water. 
 Humpback whales are endangered and the people wanted Humphrey to make it back to the ocean safely. 

 

Read 3: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  People can work together to help endangered animals. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  

 
 

 


