
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Infants/Young Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Kindness, Social Emotional Development, Sharing, Gratitude, Community 
                             

                   

 

 

                                                                             

JANUARY INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW CAN WE TAKE CARE OF OURSELVES AND EACH OTHER? WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SHOW KINDNESS? 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

Summarize after 
reading the story by 

returning to 
important ideas in 
the book, asking 
questions, and 

modeling answers.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

Prepare for your read aloud:
•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads should be done one on one or with small groups of two to three children. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “I take turns/turnarse (toor-nahr-seh)” while sharing a toy with a friend.
•Point out cognates.

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 1 words for infants/young toddlers. 
Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Kindness Makes 
Us Strong 

by Sophie Beer 

Helping/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr) 

Kindness/amabilidad (ah-mah-bee-lee-dahd) 

Taking turns/turnarse (toor-nahr-seh) 

Cheering/animar (ah-nee-mahr) 

Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to 
others/dar nuestras cosas a otros 

PAT 
P: people showing kindness  
A: hello (wave), boost  
T: trading, treats, comfort, visiting, strong 

Use puppets to act out a 
kind scene from the book 
with the children. 

This is a book about kindness, 
about helping and sharing with 
each other. Let’s read and see 
how these children are kind to 
each other! 

We just read about kindness. Let’s look 
back and see how children were kind in 
this book. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

My Heart Beats  
by Rina Singh  

Heart/corazón (koh-rah-sohn) 

Thumps/latir (lah-teer) 

Beat/latir (lah-teer) 

Drum/tamborilear (tahm-boh-ree-leh-ahr) 

 

PAT 
P: hair, toes, nose, sleep eyes, smile  
A: kiss, rub, drums, gurgle, babble, coo 
T: heartbeat 

Play a drum and listen and 
move to the beat!  

Hug the children and have 
them listen to your (the 
teacher) heartbeat and the 
teacher can listen to the 
student’s heartbeat. Tap out 
the beat with your hand on 
your heart too. 

 

 

This story is about the hearts of 
people all over the world. Our 
hearts all beat and we use 
different sounds for our hearts’ 
song. Let’s listen to some of the 
ways people all over the world 
share their hearts’ beat! 

 

We just read about the ways different 
people hear the song of their hearts’ 
beat. Let’s look back and listen to those 
sounds! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for infants/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and 
loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory statement. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

How Kind 
by Mary Murphy 

Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh) 

Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay) 

Thank you/gracias (grah-syahs) 

Lovely/encantador (ehng-kahn-tah-dohr) 

Give; Gave/dar (dahr) 

 

PAT 
P: giving, egg, flowers, milk, chased around, hen, 
pig, dog, rabbit, cat, chick 
A:  gave, picked, scratched back 
T: safe, warm, fetched 

Sing –  

The More We Play Together 

The more we play together, 
together, 

the more we play together 
the happier we will be. 

‘Cause your friends are my 
friends, and my friends are 

your friends, 
the more we play together 

the happier we will be. 

Hey my little friends! Today we 
will be reading a book about 
being kind and sharing. Let’s 
read and see how the animals 
in this book share with their 
friends! 

 

What a great book about being kind to 
our friends and sharing with each other. 
What are some ways that the animals 
showed kindness? Let’s look back and 
see! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let's be Kind 
by Ekatrina Trukha 

Play/jugar (hoo-gahr) 

Manners/modales (moh-dah-lehs) 

Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something 
or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien 

Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to 
others/dar nuestras cosas a otros 

Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): doing things with 
others/hacer cosas con otros  

PAT 
P: baby, toys 
A: help, digging 
T:  please, thank you, you’re welcome, good night 

Sing – 

You Are a Kind Friend 

You are a kind friend, 
my nice and kind friend! 

You make me happy 
when the sky is gray, 

You never know how much I 
like you, 

please be my kind friend 
always. 

 

(To the tune of “You Are My 
Sunshine”) 

This is a book about being kind. 
I see that these children are 
sharing their toy! Let’s see 
what is going to happen when 
they are kind to each other! 

 

We just saw so many ways that we can 
be kind. How were the children kind in 
this book? Let’s look back and see what 
they did to show kindness!  

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
Kindness Makes Us Strong
Helping/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr)
Kindness/amabilidad (ah-mah-bee-lee-dahd)
Taking turns/turnarse (toor-nahr-seh)
Cheering/animar (ah-nee-mahr)
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros

My Heart Beats
Heart/corazón (koh-rah-sohn)
Thumps/latir (lah-teer)
Beat/latir (lah-teer)
Drum/tamborilear (tahm-boh-ree-leh-ahr)

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Ask families what songs make them excited and ready to dance. Encourage families to listen to those songs together at home and tap out and move to the 
beat of the song. Invite them to share these songs with the class.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Throughout 
the day:

Cheer each other on: Clap as 
friends try to pull up, crawl, or walk!

Show children different ways to be kind 
by using self talk or parallel talk when 

somebody in the child’s presence does 
something kind.

Play a drum and dance and move 
to the thumps of the beat!

Dramatic Play:

Put out dolls and/or stuffed 
animals in the environment 
and practice being kind by 

hugging and holding the dolls.

Floor Play:

Play the “Bowl Full” game. 
Each child gets a bowl and 

then friends can give each child 
something from dramatic play to 
go in their bowl. Use parallel talk 

to highlight how each child is 
being kind and sharing.

Meal Time:

Model saying thank you 
when teacher gives food or 

items to the child or when children 
give items to each other. Say how 
kind it is when people help us and 
give us things we want and need.

Encourage the children to say 
“thank you” throughout 

the day.

Outdoor Play:

Play the share the ball 
game. Tell the children “I have 

a ball and I am going to share it 
with...(name a child).” Then ask that 
child which friend they would like to 
share the ball with next. Encourage 
them to bring/hand/roll the ball to 

the next friend and take turns.

 

Family Connection:

Learn how to say “thank you” 
in first languages represented 
in the classroom and use them 

throughout the day.

Ask families about songs they love 
and play them during the day 

while you and the babies dance, 
move, and play the drum to 

the beat together.

Kindness Makes Us Strong 
by Sophie Beer

&
My Heart Beats
by Rina Singh



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
How Kind
Friend/amigo(a) (ah-mee-goh)
Kind/amable (ah-mah-blay)
Thank you/gracias (grah-syahs)
Lovely/encantador (ehng-kahn-tah-dohr)
Give; Gave/dar (dahr)

Let’s be Kind
Play/jugar (hoo-gahr)
Manners/modales (moh-dah-lehs)
Help/ayudar (ah-yoo-dahr): take care of something or someone/cuidar de algo o de alguien
Share/compartir (kohm-pahr-teer): give things to others/dar nuestras cosas a otros
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs): doing things with others/hacer cosas con otros 

Inquiry Questions:  How can we take care of ourselves and each other? 
What does it mean to show kindness?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Read a favorite children’s story in your first language. Talk with your child about the kindness the characters show to one another. Respond to and build on all 
the ways your child communicates (pointing, babbling, etc.).



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art:

Create a class 
painting together (teaching 

how to share materials). Place 
a large paper on the wall or 

floor, have plates of paint for 
the children to use. Notice the 

children sharing together. 
Tell the children their 

painting is lovely.

Dramatic Play:

As you play in the dramatic 
play area, ask the children to pass 

you things and thank them for being 
kind and helping or sharing. Notice 
when things are together: “Look, we 
are playing together. Look the spoon 

and the bowl are together. What 
are some other things that go 

together?”

Floor Play:

Place some toys on the floor 
to share. Use planned sharing by 

having only one of each. Explain that 
today we are going to share the toys 
and be kind. Have the children play 
with the toys and when they put it 

down and another child picks it 
up, thank them for sharing 

and being kind.

Meal Time:

Bring a special snack to share 
with friends. While passing out the 

snack, emphasize that we are sharing: 
“I am noticing that we are sharing a snack 
(Child’s name) has some crackers, (Another 

child’s name) has some crackers…” 

Encourage the children to use their 
manners and say thank you and you’re 
welcome in their first language when 

passing out snack.

Social Emotional:

During “Morning Meeting” or 
“Circle Time” have a puppet show 

about being kind. Pretend the puppet 
is crying and help the puppet with the 

problem.

Have the puppet thank you for being 
kind.

 

Family Connection:

Share a book together with 
your child. Talk about what is 

on each page with your child and 
respond to and build on all the 

ways they communicate (pointing, 
babbling, etc.).

How Kind 
by Mary Murphy

&
Let’s Be Kind

by Ekatrina Trukhan
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