
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE: Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read Owl Babies, I had some questions.  Remember when Sarah, 
Percy, and Bill woke up and their mother owl was gone? (Owl Babies pg. 3) I wonder why the mother owl had to leave at night? 
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) – I found this informational book called Owls. This informational book has 
true facts about owls. Let’s read and see if we can find out why the mother owl left at night. 
 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) – Questions I had. 

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  Owl Babies 
Informational Text(s):  Owls  by Gail Gibbons 
Key Concept(s): Why do owls hunt at night? 

 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

3 This book does not have a table of contents, so I 
couldn’t use that to find out what pages we could 
look on. Instead I’m going to use the (Point) 
illustrations and the captions, the words that 
describe the illustrations to find out where to read.  

Illustrations 
captions 

 

4 Look at this illustration. The owl has a mouse! I 
think this page might give us the information we 
need.  
 
READ PAGES 4 and 5 
 
Ok. So this says that owls hunt for their food. They 
eat meat, and they have sharp claws called talons. 
Let’s see if we can find another page that tells us 
how owls hunt for food. 

  
Talons- sharp claws 

12 On page 12 (Point to heading) The heading, which 
tells us what we will learn about says “EYES AND 
EARS”. 
 
I wonder if this page will tell us more about why 
owls at night?   This page tell us that owls have 
unusually good vision in the dark. We know owls 
are nocturnal. So they have to be able to see well 
at night. Their eyes are made to see very well in 
the dark.  
  

illustration  



 

 

13 READ 13 
 
I noticed on this page, it says that owl’s ears are 
designed, are made (Point to the dish antenna) to 
hear even the smallest sound, like a mouse running 
in a field.  
 
We have learned that owls hunt for food because 
they are predators, they eat meat. Owls hunt for 
food at night because they can see and hear very 
well.  

 Nocturnal- active at 
night 
 
Talons- sharp claws 
 
Predators- animals 
that hunt other 
animals for food 

 
Additional Video Resource: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0XgSrdYQRY 

 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK: Question Related to Key Concept – Why did the mother owl leave her babies at  night ? 

 It’s  a time when owls hunt for food.  
 Owls are nocturnal .  
 They see very well  in the dark.  

  
Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. If needed, go back into the text 
and show pictures. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0XgSrdYQRY


 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children ’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
– Use safety nets as needed.  



 

 

 


