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Comprehension Instruction:
Key Points and Tips

Key Pointers for Comprehension Instruction:

Comprehension is the ultimate goal of reading. We want students to become fluent readers
who are able to engage with, and make meaning from text.

Comprehension instruction occurs in the context of reading authentic text, and not in
isolation.

Comprehension Scaffolding Techniques can support learning.

Comprehension should be taught at the levels of:
o Words

o

Phrases

o Connected Text

Important Considerations:

Always take text complexity into account. Use running record data to identify children’s

instructional levels.

Always leverage prior background knowledge and continue to build prior background
knowledge along the way

What type of comprehension skills are you wanting to teach?
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Literal

Inferential (literal comprehension is a prerequisite skill)
Sequencing (literal comprehension is a prerequisite skill)
Summarization (literal comprehension is a prerequisite skill)
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Teaching Literal Comprehension:
e Choose a book that students can read fluently.

e Pre-plan and craft comprehension questions that can be found by looking directly back into
the text. For example:

o What is Bobby’s sister’s name?
o Where are they going in this story?
o When is the next time they will go to grandma’s house?

e Provide students with a few comprehension questions that are written and ask them to
respond in writing.

e Provide students with a few comprehension questions orally, and ask them to respond orally.
e Ask students how they found their answers.

e Provide ongoing affirmation and feedback.

Teaching Inferential Comprehension:
e Choose a book that students can read fluently.

e Pre-plan and craft comprehension questions that cannot be found by looking directly back
into the text, but must rely upon background knowledge and context. For example:

o What do you think the girl was feeling when she lost her puppy?
o Why do you think dad was anxious to get home that day?
o What do you think is likely to happen next, given how this story ended?

e Provide students with a few comprehension questions that are written and ask them to
respond in writing.

e Provide students with a few comprehension questions orally, and ask them to respond orally.
e Ask students how they found their answers.

e Provide ongoing affirmation and feedback.
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Teaching Sequencing:

e Choose a text that students can decode fluently.

e Plan by pre-determining a list of events from the text that you will want students to
sequence. Write out each event on index cards. Provide a set of events for each child in
your reading group.

e Provide students with the list of events and read them together.

e Ask students to look back to the text as a reference point, and number each event on their
index cards in order.

e Teach students to check for accuracy and edit any errors based on how they reference the
text.

e Ask students to read out the entire sequence of events in order.

Teaching Summarization:

Choose a text that students can read fluently.

Pre-plan and choose what aspects of the text you want students to summarize. For example:
o Who are the characters?
o Where does the story take place?
o What is the main problem or dilemma?
o How was the problem or dilemma solved?

Ask students to read the text.

Provide students with a graphic organizer that contains all determined summarization
components.

Ask students to complete the graphic organizer.
Ask students to share their thinking around how they completed their graphic organizer.

Teacher provides affirmation and feedback along the way.

18 Rollins Center for Language & All Rights Reserved.
production permission, contact in eadrightfromthestart.org




