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START: Read 1 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

 
Read 1: STATE 

STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Owen and the author, or the person who wrote 

the story, is _Kevin Henkes______________.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1: This little mouse who’s holding his baby blanket must be Owen. I’m thinking he is a little old to be dragging 

around his baby blanket. I wonder why Owen is still able to carry this blanket around. Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I noticed, I was 

thinking….).  This is where you can turn back to previous pages to connect events and infer the story problem.   
Oh, now I know the problem.  Remember back at the beginning of the story (turn page back) when… 
Story Problem: Page 16.   Owen is dependent on his blanket. He can’t be without it because it helps him feel secure- safe and comfortable.  
Now he is about to start school and he can’t take his blanket to school. 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

1 I noticed this woman is peeking around her fence to 
watch Owen. 

Cover Look, she is watching him here too. I ‘m thinking she must 
be a nosy neighbor- she wants to know everything about 
other people. 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 

 

Push-In and 
Connect 

Characters’ 
Feelings with 

Key Events 
 

Owen 
By:  Kevin Henkes 
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2 I’m thinking that Fuzzy is with Owen all the time. (Point 
and explain illustrations – uses it on the toilet, when he 
eats, when he is sad and even when he plays.  He must be 
dependent on his blanket. He just can’t be without it. 

  

3 Since Owen keeps his blanket with him when he eats, he 
probably spills food on it. I’m thinking that Owen’s 
mother and father know how much Owen needs his 
blanket and that’s why they help him take good care of it- 
by washing it when it gets dirty. 

  

4-5 I’m thinking Mrs. Tweezers is trying to convince Owen’s 
parents to make him get rid of his blanket.  

  

6 I think Owen tried to hide his blanket so the blanket fairy 
wouldn’t find it and take it away. He was determined to keep 
Fuzzy. I can tell Fuzzy is really important to Owen. 

  

7 Owen figured out a way to keep Fuzzy.   

8-9 Owen’s parents are trying to convince Owen, (or get him to 
think) that keeping Fuzzy is not a good idea. But Owen is 
determined to keep Fuzzy.  He loves him, even if he is old and 
dirty. 

  

10 Notice (illustrations) when he is getting his nails clipped, 
getting a haircut and when he’s at the dentist he’s clutching 
his blanket.  I’m thinking that holding Fuzzy helps Owen feel 
secure when he is upset or scared. When you feel secure 
means you feel safe and not worried.  Owen must be 
dependent on Fuzzy to help him feel comfortable and safe. He 
can’t feel comfortable without having Fuzzy near him. 

  

11 I’m thinking Mrs. Tweezer is determined to get Owen’s 
parents to make Owen get rid of his blanket. She is trying to 
convince them that Owen needs to get rid of Fuzzy.  

  

12-13 Even when his dad dipped Fuzzy in vinegar (which made it 
smell bad), Owen just figured out a way to get rid of the 
vinegar smell. Owen was determined to keep Fuzzy no matter 
what!  
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14-15 I can see that Owen is so dependent on his blanket. He uses it 
all the time. He can’t be without it because he needs it to feel 
secure – safe and comfortable. 

  

16-17 Mrs. Tweezers is still determined to get Owen’s parents to 
make Owen get rid of his blanket. And Owen is determined to 
take his blanket to school, even when his parents told him 
“No.” This is a problem. Owen is about to start school and he 
can’t be without his blanket. He is dependent on it! But he 
can’t drag a blanket around when he is at school. 

  

19 Owen’s mother has come up with a way to fix the problem. It 
looks like she is cutting Fuzzy into smaller squares and sewing 
them with her sewing machine. 

13 It would be a problem to carry a blanket this size to school. But 
taking small pieces may not be a problem because he could just 
keep them inside his pocket, like a tissue. 

20-21 Now Owen can use Fuzzy as handkerchiefs (which are small 
squares of fabric used to wipe your tears, or wipe your nose). 
They are small enough to carry in his pocket. Owen can still 
use the handkerchiefs to comfort himself when he is upset, 
scared or worried. He can keep them near him just to help him 
feel comfortable and safe. All children need to feel secure-
comfortable and safe- no matter what. 

  

 
 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 Owen, blanket Loved Fuzzy - furry; soft 

2 Upstairs, downstairs   

3 Stains on blanket (orange juice, grape 
juice, chocolate milk…) 

  

4 Mrs. Tweezers, Owen’s parents  Filled them in (told them) 

6 Pajama pants Stuffed, sleep  

9   Invisible - can’t see 
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10 Nail clippings, haircuts, trips to dentist  Essential- very important 

11   Vinegar- a smelly liquid 

12 Owen, corner Sniffed, smelled Favorite – liked best of all 

13 Sandbox Rubbed, dug  

14 Carried it, wore it, dragged it,  sucked, hugged, twisted  

16-17 Mrs. Tweezers Buried his face, cry  

18-19 Mother, father snipped  

20-21 handkerchiefs Wipe eyes, wipe nose Handkerchiefs- small square of soft fabric used to 
wipe your nose or wipe away tears 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Secure- protected; safe; comfortable; not worried 
Dependent- can’t be without help of something 
Determined- to keep trying to get what you want no matter what 
Convince- Try to make somebody think or do something 
 
 
 
 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  Why was Owen able to manage to hold on to his blanket even when he started school? 
 

Possible Answers:  
 Owen’s parents knew he was dependent on his blanket, so they never made him give it up. They knew how much he needed it. 

 Owen was determined to keep his blanket. Even when his parents tried to make him get rid of it, he figured out a way to keep it. 

 Owen’s parents never made him stop carrying his blanket.  When he started school his mother figured out a way for him to just carry small pieces 
so it would look like a handkerchief. 
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Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea: All children need to feel safe and secure; sometimes holding on to a special blanket or stuffed animal helps 
children feel secure, safe and comfortable. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. Example: “When you go to centers today, you will have a 
chance to decorate a handkerchief. You can keep it to help you feel secure or safe when you are upset or scared.” 
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START: Read 2 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is ________________ and the author, or the person 

who wrote the story, is _______________.  

STATE:   Story Problem: Page 16.   Owen is dependent on his blanket. He can’t be without it because it helps him feel secure- safe and 

comfortable. Now he is about to start school and he can’t take his blanket to school. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 2: When I look at the illustration of Owen, I’m thinking that Owen looks so content. He looks so happy when 

Fuzzy is with him. I bet Owen feels a lot of different feelings during this story- especially when his parents tell him he can’t take Fuzzy to 
school. Remember how upset he got. I wonder why he got so upset. Let’s read and find out.  

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

1 Owen is holding Fuzzy while he plays 
outside. Mrs. Tweezers, the next door 
neighbor, is watching 

I bet Mrs. Tweezers is thinking, “Owen is too old to be carrying that blanket around. If 
his parents don’t take that blanket away from him, he is going to become so 
dependent on it that he won’t even be able to start school without it.” 

2-3 Owen keeps Fuzzy with him all the time. I can see that Fuzzy is so important to Owen. I bet holding Fuzzy makes Owen feel 
secure. Owen must be thinking, “When Fuzzy is with me, I feel safe and comfortable. I 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 

 

Push-In and 
Connect 

Characters’ 
Feelings with 

Key Events 
 

Owen 
By:  Kevin Henkes 
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always feel better when I have Fuzzy close by. I’m just a little kid and little kids need to 
feel safe all the time. They shouldn’t have to worry or be scared.” 

4 Mrs. Tweezers is trying to convince 
Owen’s parents to make Owen get rid 
of Fuzzy. 

Owen’s parents are starting to look worried or upset. They are probably thinking, “We 
never thought about having to make Owen get rid of Fuzzy. Owen has Fuzzy his whole 
life- ever since he was a baby. He is so dependent on Fuzzy. Without Fuzzy, Owen feels 
nervous and upset.” 

5 Owen’s parents try to convince Owen to 
do what Mrs. Tweezers said- to leave 
Fuzzy under his pillow for the blanket 
fairy. 

Look at Owen’s face. He’s probably thinking, “I can’t let some fairy take my Fuzzy away. 
I don’t want a big-boy toy. I would rather have Fuzzy. I am not getting rid of Fuzzy no 
matter what!” 
I can see that Owen is determined to keep Fuzzy. 

6-7 Owen hid Fuzzy in his pajama pants, 
instead of putting it under his pillow. 
The next morning he still had Fuzzy with 
him. 

Look at the way Owen is smiling and dancing. He looks so proud of himself for not 
letting anything happen to Fuzzy. 
Owen’s parents are probably thinking, “I knew all along Mrs. Tweezers was wrong. 
Owen is determined to keep Fuzzy. He is going to keep Fuzzy no matter what!” 
You know what I think. I think that his parents really don’t want to make Owen give up 
Fuzzy because they know how important it is for him to feel secure. They don’t really 
believe what Mrs. Tweezers is saying. 

8-9 Owen’s parents are trying to convince 
Owen that Fuzzy is not so good because 
it’s dirty, old and torn. 

I’m thinking that Owen’s parents might be worried about what Owen will do when he 
starts school. 
Owen doesn’t seem to care if Fuzzy is dirty or torn. He loves Fuzzy just the way it is. 

10 Fuzzy is extra important (essential) to 
Owen during times when Owen gets 
nervous or scared (e.g. nail clippings, 
haircuts, dentist). 

Look at Owen’s face. I can tell he hates to get his nails clipped and get his haircut. 
I’m thinking that when Owen has to do things that make him scared or upset, he is 
really dependent on Fuzzy. Without Fuzzy Owen wouldn’t be able to do things that he 
had to do.  

12-13 Owen’s parents tried another one of 
Mrs. Tweezers suggestions (i.e., put 
vinegar on Owen’ s favorite corner of 
Fuzzy) 

I guess they thought if they put some smelly stuff on Fuzzy, Owen would not want to 
keep his blanket. But I can see that Owen did not let this from keeping Fuzzy. He was 
so determined to keep Fuzzy, he figured out a way to get rid of the smell. Look at him 
smiling and dancing. He feels so relieved that the vinegar smell is gone. 

14-15 Owen continues to take Fuzzy 
everywhere he goes. 

When I look at these illustrations, I can see Owen feels so content, so happy, when he 
has Fuzzy with him. When I look here, (when Owen is sleeping by himself or watching 
T.V.), Owen must feel more secure- more comfortable and safe when he’s holding on 
to Fuzzy.  I can see Owen is dependent on Fuzzy for comfort. 
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16-17  Mrs. Tweezers is still trying to convince 
Owen’s parents to make him get rid of 
that blanket. She reminds them that he 
can’t take it to school and tells them 
that they should say , “No.” when Owen 
wants to take it to school. 

I’m thinking that Owen’s parents must feel so worried about what is going to happen if 
Owen can’t take his blanket to school. They know how dependent Owen is on Fuzzy.  
Look at Owen’s face after his parents tell him he can’t take Fuzzy to school. He feels so 
upset. He must be thinking, “I know that my first day of school will be hard because I 
have to be away from Mommy and Daddy, and I won’t know anybody. I just have to 
have Fuzzy on my first day of school! I can’t live without Fuzzy!” 

18-19 Owen’s parents try to comfort him and 
convince him that everything will be 
okay. 
His mom comes up with a way to fix the 
problem. She makes lots of small 
handkerchiefs from Owen’s blanket. 

Look Owen has stopped crying. I think Owen’s mother convinced him that everything 
is going to be okay. He believes what she said. 

20-21 Owen sees that he can still take Fuzzy to 
school. But instead of carrying around a 
blanket named Fuzzy he can just carry 
little handkerchiefs.  

Look at Owen and his parents. They must feel so relieved, so glad, that Owen doesn’t 
have to be without Fuzzy when he goes to school. Owen must be thinking, “Now I can 
pretend that Fuzzy is just a handkerchief to wipe my nose, and nobody will think I am a 
baby. But the important thing is that now I will feel secure- safe and comfortable on 
my first day of school. 

22 Mrs. Tweezers doesn’t say a thing about 
Owen’s handkerchief. 

I notice that the reason Mrs. Tweezers doesn’t say anything is because she is also 
holding a handkerchief in her hand. 

 

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1 Owen, blanket Loved Fuzzy-furry; soft 

2 Upstairs, downstairs   

3 Stains on blanket (orange juice, grape 
juice, chocolate milk…) 

  

4 Mrs. Tweezers, Owen’s parents  Filled them in (told them) 

6 Pajama pants Stuffed, sleep  

9   Invisible - can’t see 
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10 Nail clippings, haircuts, trips to dentist  Essential- very important 

11   Vinegar - a smelly liquid 

12 Owen, corner Sniffed, smelled Favorite – liked best of all 

13 Sandbox Rubbed, dug  

14 Carried it, wore it, dragged it,  sucked, hugged, twisted  

16-17 Mrs. Tweezers Buried his face, cry  

18-19 Mother, father snipped  

20-21 handkerchiefs Wipe eyes, wipe nose Handkerchiefs- small square of soft fabric used to 
wipe your nose or wipe away tears 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
*Content- happy; relaxed; comfortable 
*Relieved- glad that something happened 
Secure- protected; safe; comfortable; not worried 
Dependent- can’t be without help of something 
Determined- to keep trying to get what you want no matter what 
Convince- Try to make somebody think or do something 
 
*Specific to Read 2 

 

Read 2: ASK 
ASK: Why did Owen feel so upset when he thought he couldn’t be with Fuzzy?  

Possible Answers:  
 Because he was dependent on Fuzzy to help him feel secure – safe and comfortable 

 He had depended on Fuzzy to keep him safe and comfortable ever since he was a tiny baby.  

 He needed Fuzzy to make him feel comfortable when he played and slept by himself.  

 He needed Fuzzy to make him feel safe when he was scared or nervous.  

 He was dependent on Fuzzy for comfort. 
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Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea: All children need to feel safe and secure; sometimes holding on to a special blanket or stuffed animal helps 

children feel secure, safe and comfortable 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  
Example: At the art center children can draw a picture of something that helps them feel comfortable and safe or secure and then 
talk about it. 
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START: Read 3 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

Read 3: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is _______________ 

and the author, or the person who wrote the story, is _______________.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 3: I was thinking about how important Fuzzy was to Owen. I wonder why he needed to keep this blanket with 

him all the time. Let’s talk about this story together and try to figure out why he really needed this blanket in the first place. 
 

 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.  

 Read a few passages that prompt children to respond. 

 Ask questions such as “What is happening here?”  Then, connect character’s feelings to that event, “How do you think ______felt 
when that happened?” 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

1 Owen is holding Fuzzy while he plays 
outside. Mrs. Tweezers, the next door 
neighbor, is watching 

Mrs. Tweezers thinks Owen is too old to be carrying a blanket around. She thinks his 
parents should take that blanket away from him. 

Pull-Out 
Story Problem 

Target 
Vocabulary 

 

Pull-Out  
Characters’ Feelings 

Key Events 

Owen 

By:  Kevin Henkes 
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2-3 Owen keeps Fuzzy with him all the time. Holding Fuzzy makes Owen feel secure. When Fuzzy is with Owen he feels safe and 
comfortable. He’s just a little kid and little kids need to feel safe all the time. They 
shouldn’t have to worry or be scared. 

4 Mrs. Tweezers is trying to convince 
Owen’s parents to make Owen get rid 
of Fuzzy. 

Owen’s parents are starting to look worried or upset. because without Fuzzy, Owen 
feels nervous and upset.” 

5 Owen’s parents try to convince Owen to 
do what Mrs. Tweezers said- to leave 
Fuzzy under his pillow for the blanket 
fairy. 

Owen feels worried. He would rather keep Fuzzy than have a new toy. Owen is 
determined to keep Fuzzy. 

6-7 Owen hid Fuzzy in his pajama pants, 
instead of putting it under his pillow. 
The next morning he still had Fuzzy with 
him. 

Owen feels proud of himself for not letting anything happen to Fuzzy. 
Owen is determined to keep Fuzzy. He feels relieved to still have his blanket. 
 

8-9 Owen’s parents are trying to convince 
Owen that Fuzzy is not so good because 
it’s dirty, old and torn. 

Owen’s parents are worried about what Owen will do when he starts school. 
Owen doesn’t seem to care if Fuzzy is dirty or torn. He loves Fuzzy just the way it is. 

10 Fuzzy is extra important (essential) to 
Owen during times when Owen gets 
nervous or scared (e.g. nail clippings, 
haircuts, dentist visits). 

When Owen has to do things that make him scared or upset, he is really dependent on 
Fuzzy. He needs Fuzzy to help him feel secure, especially when he is scared.  

12-13 Owen’s parents tried another one of 
Mrs. Tweezers suggestions (i.e., put 
vinegar on Owen’ s favorite corner of 
Fuzzy) 

 Owen just held the corner that didn’t have the vinegar smell. He was so determined to 
keep Fuzzy, he figured out a way to get rid of the smell. He feels so relieved that the 
vinegar smell is gone. 

14-15 Owen continues to take Fuzzy 
everywhere he goes. 

Owen feels more secure- more comfortable and safe when he’s holding on to Fuzzy.  
Owen is dependent on Fuzzy for comfort. 

16-17  Mrs. Tweezers is still trying to convince 
Owen’s parents to make him get rid of 
that blanket. She reminds them that he 
can’t take it to school and tells them 
that they should say , “No.” when Owen 

 Owen’s parents feel worried about what is going to happen if Owen can’t take his 
blanket to school. They know how dependent Owen is on Fuzzy.  
Owen feels worried and upset and insists on taking his blanket to school.  
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wants to take it to school. 

18-19 Owen’s parents try to comfort him and 
convince him that everything will be 
okay. 
His mom comes up with a way to fix the 
problem. She makes lots of small 
handkerchiefs from Owen’s blanket. 

Owen starts to feel better. He believes his mom will solve the problem. 

20-21 Owen sees that he can still take Fuzzy to 
school. But instead of carrying around a 
blanket named Fuzzy he can just carry 
little handkerchiefs.  

Owen and his parents feel so relieved, so glad, that Owen doesn’t have to be without 
Fuzzy when he goes to school. Now Owen can pretend that Fuzzy is just a handkerchief 
for wiping his nose, and nobody will think he’s a baby. He will feel secure - safe and 
comfortable on his first day of school. 

22 Mrs. Tweezers doesn’t say a thing about 
Owen’s handkerchief. 

Mrs. Tweezers doesn’t say anything is because she is also holding a handkerchief in her 
hand. 

 

TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.  

 Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary. 

 

Read 3: ASK 
1. ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea. Why did Owen need to keep his blanket with him? 

 
Possible Answers:  
 So that he would feel secure- safe and comfortable 

 Because he was a little kid and his blanket helped him to feel secure; not worried; safe and comfortable 
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Read 3: RESPOND 

RESPOND: 
 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea: All children need to feel safe and secure; sometimes holding on to a special blanket or stuffed animal helps 

children feel secure, safe and comfortable. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  
 

 


