
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:
I Love You, Sun; I Love You, Moon
Love/amor (ah-mohr)
Bug/insecto (een-sehk-toh)
Flower/flor (flohr)
Moon/luna (loo-nah)
Rabbit/conejo (koh-neh-hoh)
Sun/sol (sohl)

My First Book: Nature
Ground/suelo (sweh-loh)
Food/comida (koh-mee-dah)
Nature/naturaleza (nah-too-rah-leh-sah): Things in the world that are not made by us/lo que hay en nuestro mundo que no creamos nosotros
Forest/bosque (bohs-keh): A big space with trees/un sitio donde hay muchos árboles 
Meadow/pradera (prah-deh-rah): A big space with grass and flowers/un espacio grade con yerba y flores

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Take a nature walk as a family and look closely. Did you discover anything that you loved about nature and found beautiful, fascinating, or unusual? Send in 
objects or photos of things you and your family find.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Language Play:

Use a felt board and felt 
animals to describe the animals 

and talk with children about 
where they live (in the forest, the 

meadow, under ground, etc.). 
Look back at My First Book: 

Nature for other ideas.

Outdoor Exploration:

Do an observation walk with 
children. Stroll with them or pull them 
in a cart or wagon if they are not yet 

walking. Talk with them as you all explore 
nature. Gather a few safe, non-toxic leaves 
or flowers that you find on your walk and 

bring them in to the room.

Meal Time:

Remind children that we eat 
food so we can grow. As the 

children are eating, look at My 
First Book: Nature’s food and talk 
about all of the delicious things 

that grow in nature that 
help us grow.

 

Family Connection:

Invite families to take a nature walk 
with their children in their neighborhood 

and take pictures of things they saw. What 
did they see that they loved about nature 

and found beautiful, fascinating, or unusual? 
Was it the sun or moon, a flower or bug, 

leaves on the ground? Ask families to 
send those pictures to school and 
then make your own class book 

version of I Love you Sun.

I Love You, Sun; I Love You, Moon 
by Karen Pandell 

&
My First Book: Nature 

by DK

Science/Sensory/
Book Making:

Using your leaf/flower collection of safe 
non-toxic leaves or flowers, make look 

books. Put each item in a zipper seal plastic 
baggy. Use duct tape to tape the baggies 
closed and tape the sides together like a 
book. Tell the children these leaves and 

flowers grow on the ground or in 
the trees/forest.


