
Concepts of Print/Print Awareness Indicators

Category Skill Indicator Teaching Tips

Book
Conventions

Parts of a Book

•	 Identifies the front cover
•	 Identifies back cover
•	 Identifies pages
•	 Locates spine of a book
•	 Understands role of the author
•	 Understands role of the  

illustrator
•	 Locates the title of a book
•	 Knows how to hold a book
•	 Knows how to turn the  

pages in a book
•	 Knows how to take care of a 

book

Embed conversations about 
book conventions
during the following times of 
day:
•	 Morning Meeting
•	 Shared Reading
•	 START Reads
•	 REAL Time Reads

Print 
Conventions

Directionality

•	 Locates where to begin reading
•	 Tracks print from left-to-right
•	 Tracks print from top-to- 

bottom

Embed conversations about 
print conventions during the 
following times of day:
•	 Morning Message
•	 Student of the Day
•	 Shared Writing
•	 Shared Reading

One-to-One
Correspondence

•	 Understanding the purpose of 
spacing between words

Letters and
Words

•	 Knows the difference between 
letters and words

•	 Knows words are made up of 
letters

Sentences

•	 Knows sentences are made up 
of words

•	 Knows sentences start with 
capital letters

Punctuation
•	 Understands the purpose of 

punctuation

Print
Functions

Purpose

•	 Understands print carries 
meaning

•	 Knows print can be used for 
different purposes

Embed conversations about 
print function during the  
following times of day:
•	 Classroom sign-in sheets
•	 Daily schedule
•	 Classroom labels
•	 Centers:

•	 Postcards and letters
•	 Menus
•	 Order forms
•	 Construction plans
•	 Receipts
•	 Message pads


