
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infants/Young Toddlers

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Where’s the Duck?
Find/encontrar (ehn-kohn-trahr)
Behind/detrás (deh-trahs)
Duck/pato (pah-toh)
Where/dónde (dohn-deh)
Search/buscar (boos-kahr): to look for/buscar
Lift/levantar (leh-bahn-tahr): pick up/recoger algo y alzarlo 

Words of the World: Birds
Small/pequeño (peh-keh-nyoh)
Big/grande (grahn-deh)
Bird/pájaro (pah-hah-roh) 
Wings/alas (ah-lah)
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/algo que no es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa
Beak/pico (pee-koh): a bird’s mouth/la boca de un pájaro 

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the 

words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and 
the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 

Partner with Families: 
Take a walk outside with your child. Talk with your child in your first language about what you see or find during the walk. Think about the inquiry questions as 
you talk with your child: What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Science:

Add photographs of 
real birds low on the wall 
for the children to interact 

with. Talk about the different 
features of the birds. Point out 

their wings and beaks and 
say if they are big or 

small. 

Outdoor Exploration:

Where can we see birds?  
During outside time, encourage 
children to look in the sky for 

birds and in the trees for nests. 
Teacher can also search for, find, 

and point out the materials 
used to make nests.

Science and Exploration:

Laminate individual pictures of 
animals/nature from the book and 

tape each of them securely to a wall, 
or table. Laminate another set of blank, 
nontransparent paper, and place each 
paper over the picture of the animal/
nature item. Secure one side down 

with tape to create a lift and 
see flap adventure. 

Routines:

Talk to infants during 
diapering and refer to their 

similarities to birds. (Ex. look 
at you moving your arms 
like a bird flaps its wing.)

Music:

Cut five ducks out of 
felt and use them on a felt 
board as you sing the “Five 

Little Ducks” song.

 

Family Connection:

Encourage families to take a 
nature walk around their outdoor 

space or in their community. 

Encourage families to have 
conversations about what they 
see or find during their walk.

Where’s the Duck
by Ingela P Arrhenius

&
Words of the World: Birds
by Motomitsu Maehara

Sensory:

Fill a shallow bin with 
water and add floating 

ducks to join with children 
in sensory play.

Math:

Hide a picture or toy duck 
or other bird under a piece 

of cloth and ask, “Where’s the 
duck/bird?” Invite the child 

to lift the fabric as you 
say, “There it is!”

Sensory/Music:

Create sensory bottles 
filled with bird seed. 

Music and Movement:

Birds Song

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=9h2QC3nM-Ec

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h2QC3nM-Ec
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9h2QC3nM-Ec

