PAT the Vocabulary

PAT is a teacher strategy for explicitly teaching vocabulary during a read aloud or shared reading to
support children in learning new words.
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Reproduced by permission of the publisher, Candlewick Press, Somerville, MA.
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PAT the Vocabulary

While planning for a read aloud, closely read the text. Identify words that children may not understand,
but are essential to comprehending the text. Use the PAT strategy to quickly define the words in context.

P - Point to a Picture

When reading a book with illustrations or photographs, point to a picture to explain the meaning of an
unknown word, usually a noun. These words could be Tier 1, Tier 2, or Tier 3 words depending on the age
of the child. See the Building Vocabulary Teaching Aid for more information on vocabulary tiers.

A - Act Out the Word
Use a gesture or facial expression to convey the meaning of a word.

T - Tell a Child-Friendly Definition

Some words can’t be acted out or pointed to. Use a known synonym or brief definition. Kids.Wordsmyth
and Britannica Kids are both free resources for child-friendly definitions.

Example:
See the examples below of how PAT could be used to teach words during a read-aloud. This is not an
exhaustive list, just a few examples.

Note:
Sometimes you might use more than one technique to teach a word.

Point | Act | Tell
Hungry: He wants
The Very Hungry Caterpillar Popped something to eat
Caterpillar
Cocoon Stomachache Stomachache: His

tummy hurts

Dispenser Swooped Stash: collection
Rosie Revere Engineer
Cockpit Wheezed Perplexed: confused
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https://lms.coxcampus.org//student/mediadetails.aspx?fileid=81de55c3-93d7-40bc-879a-dc66e9dcb329&ReturnURL=/ContentPage.aspx?PageID=444afad9-e039-43d2-78f6-5fb2340b7db1&AllowDownload=true
https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/browse/dictionary



