
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Guess How Much I Love You Author: Sam McBratney 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 

I Love You (Barney) 
“I love you, You love me,  
We're a happy family.  
With a great big hug and a kiss from me to you,  
Won't you say you love me too.  
I love you, You love me,  
We're best friends like friends should be.  
With a great big hug and a kiss from me to you,  
Won't you say you love me too.” 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

“The name of this book is Guess How Much I Love You. The 
baby rabbit is holding his daddy’s big, floppy ears. I think the 
baby rabbit has something important to tell his Daddy. Let’s 
read and find out what the baby rabbit is trying to 
communicate, trying to say!” 

Promote Language 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1 
Little Nutbrown Hare, 
Big Nutbrown Hare, 

Long ears 
  

Little Nutbrown Hare is a baby bunny 
rabbit and Big Nutbrown Hare is the 
Daddy bunny rabbit. 

2,3   
Important – so 

special 
Little Nutbrown Hare was holding his 
Daddy’s ear so he could hear the 

Guiding questions to consider: 
What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 
What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

important he had to tell, had to 
communicate, to him! 

4,5  

Stretching out his arms  
 

Thought (*Point to 
head and act like you 

are thinking hard) 

Wide- long 

Little Nutbrown Hare thought “Wow, 
my Daddy loves me a lot because his 
arms spread out so wide, so long!” 

6,7  
Reach  

 
Thought 

High- tall 
Little Nutbrown Hare was thinking “My 
Daddy loves me a lot because his arms 
reached up so high, so tall!” 

8,9 
Upside down  

Tree trunk  
Feet Toes 

Tumbled upside down 
 

 Swinging 
Tumbled-rolled 

 

10,11 
Hop, Bouncing up and 

down 
 High- big 

I’m thinking that the Daddy rabbit can 
probably hop higher than Little 
Nutbrown Hare! 

12,13 
Ears  

Branches 
Hop High- big 

He hopped so high! His daddy is saying, 
he is communicating, that he loves 
Little Nutbrown Hare so much! 

14, 15 
Lane  
River  
Hill 

Down  
Over 

 
 

16,17 
Thornbushes  

Dark night 
Thought Sleepy Looked  

 

18,19 
Moon  

Bed of leaves 
Closed his eyes Kissed Settled- laid 

Little Nutbrown Hare said he loves his 
Daddy all the way to the Moon! That’s 
really far. He is communicating, or 
telling, his Daddy that he loves him so 
much! 

20 Lay down close by Moon Whispered  

Big Nutbrown Hare said he loved him 
all the way to the Moon and then Back! 
WOW! That is even farther! He really 
loves his baby, Little Nutbrown Hare. 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

Say “We just read about how much Little Nutbrown Hare and Big 
Nutbrown Hare love each other so much! Let’s look back and see all 
the ways they communicated, they told each other, how much they 
love one another!” 
 
Encourage children to point to pictures or use key vocabulary to 
name pictures.  
 
Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants and young 
toddlers. For example, “What did Daddy do to show Little 
Nutbrown how much he loves him on this page?   
 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 
 
Pg. 4,5 
Pg. 6,7 
Pg. 8,9 
Pg. 18,19 
 

Key Vocabulary 

 

 

 



 

   
 

For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions about events, 
characters’ actions or feelings. One example for this book could be 
“How did Little Nutbrown Hare try to tell, or communicate to, his 
Daddy how much he loved him?” 
 
Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book with 
children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 
What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? Below 
you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google Translate to help 
learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom:  

 

 

What props or materials will you use?  
Additional supports for this book:   
 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 

 


