
Sentence Deconstruction Routine

Sentence Deconstruction is an instructional strategy used to help students understand the 
meaning of complex sentences in a text by examining parts of the sentence.

Instructional Routine:

	 1. Pre-read lesson material to identify sentences where understanding may break   
down from complex sentences and unfamiliar syntactic structures.	

	 2. Select sentence for instructional focus.

	 3. Display sentence for all students to see in the classroom during the lesson.

	 4. Read the sentence as a group.

	 5. Ask questions to highlight specific features of the sentence.

Question Words Parts of Speech
Who? Noun

Do? Did what? Verb

How many? What kind? Which one? Adjective

How? Where? When? Why? Adverb

*This will vary based on grade, text, and concepts taught in the classroom. An example of sentence deconstruction is provided 
below with an additional table highlighting advanced syntactic structures.



Sentence Deconstruction Routine

Example 1: Identifying the function of words in a sentence.

The big, soft pup ran up the hill to the shed.

Question Words Parts of Speech
Who? pup (noun)

Do? Did what? ran (verb)

How many? What kind? Which one? big, soft (adjective)

How? Where? When? Why? up the hill to the shed (adverb)

*When a prepositional phrase describes a noun, it functions as an adjective. When a prepositional phrase describes a verb, 
adjective, or adverb, then the phrase functions as an adverb.

Example 2: Linking ideas across multiple sentences.

The big, soft pup ran up the hill to the shed. He looked for his toy and saw the ball by the bush.

Syntactic Structure Description Examples From The Sentences

Pronouns
Words that replace a noun (he, The big, soft pup ran up the hill to the 

shed. He looked for his toy and saw the 
ball by the bush.

, his, her, their, they, them, our
my)

Lexical References
When a different word or 
phrase is used to refer to the
original word.

The big, soft pup ran up the hill to the 
shed. He looked for his toy and saw the 
ball by the bush.

Connectives Linking words (and, also, 
because, so, then, after)

The big, soft pup ran up the hill to the 
shed. He looked for his toy and saw the 
ball by the bush.




