Overview of Formal Clinical Tests

This document provides an overview of key assessments and addresses how they inform teachers’ work in the classroom. It is important to
have a general understanding of the most common diagnostic tests used by psychologists, speech-language professionals, and educational
evaluators. These assessments provide valuable insights into students’ abilities and needs for educators. Teachers are then equipped to
individualize instruction, implement targeted interventions, and advocate for students in Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meetings.
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Clinical Evaluation of Language Comprehensive Test of Phonological
Fundamentals (CELF) Processing (C-TOPP)

Description: The CELF is a comprehensive assessment Description: The C-TOPP is designed to identify strengths

that can be used to assess all aspects of students’ and weaknesses in phonological processing skills, which

communication, including receptive language, expressive are important for language and reading proficiency. The
language, phonological awareness, and pragmatic skills. C-TOPP measures phonological awareness, working
memory, and rapid automized naming (RAN) to better

Informing Classroom Practice: The CELF results indicate understand how a student processes and manipulates

linguistic strengths and challenges, it is particularly helpful sounds in language.

in identifying a receptive - expressive language gap.

Teachers can compare and contrast various subcategories Informing Classroom Practice: C-TOPP outcomes provide
insights into an individual’s phonological processing abilities
and the impact these components have on their reading
and language skills. This test identifies the phonological
deficits often seen in students with dyslexia, making it a
valuable tool in the process of diagnosing dyslexia. Teachers
can use results to target specific phonological weaknesses,
enhancing students’ decoding and reading fluency.
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Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test

(PPVT)

Description: The PPVT assesses receptive vocabulary
through image-word association. It gauges students’
understanding of spoken vocabulary.

Informing Classroom Practice: PPVT outcomes provide
valuable insights into students’ language development and
can uncover potential language-related challenges within
the classroom. This data can guide classroom vocabulary
instruction, assisting teachers in implementing strategies

Rapid Automatic Naming Test
(RAN)

Description: RAN measures rapid naming of familiar
items. It reveals students’ ability to quickly process visual
information.

Informing Classroom Practice: RAN performance has
been linked to reading abilities. Individuals who struggle
with rapid naming tasks often face challenges in reading
fluency and decoding. If a student performs poorly on

the RAN test, it could indicate they are at-risk for reading
difficulties, prompting educators to provide early targeted
interventions and supports. Teachers use results to focus
on enhancing accuracy and automaticity with word
recognition skills, which helps to compensate for a low
RAN ability.
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Test of Word Reading Efficiency

(TOWRE)

Description: The TOWRE assesses reading fluency and
accuracy. It evaluates students’ automaticity with word
recognition and measures accuracy in phonetic decoding.

Informing Classroom Practice: TOWRE outcomes identify
students’ word recognition and decoding abilities, which
helps teachers tailor reading interventions and instructional
pacing to match students’ needs. Intervention may involve
methods to improve accuracy and automaticity in word
recognition, enhancing a students’ overall comprehension.
that enhance students’ comprehension and expressive
language skills. (e.g., vocabulary, memory) as they pinpoint
areas of need. This information guides instructional
planning by highlighting language areas that may require
additional focus. Teachers can tailor strategies to address
language deficits, foster effective communication, and
promote language comprehension.
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Woodcock-Johnson Tests of Cognitive

Ability and Achievement (WJR)

Description: WJR is a comprehensive assessment that
evaluates two main components: cognitive abilities
(abilities that contribute to a person’s overall intellectual
functioning such as thinking, processing speed, and
reasoning) and academic achievement (tests that measure
students’ academic skills across different subjects such as
math, language, and reading.) It offers insights into overall
academic performance.

Informing Classroom Practice: The WJR findings help
teachers differentiate instruction and make informed
decisions about educational interventions. By identifying
cognitive strengths and areas of need, educators tailor
lessons to support individual learning styles.
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