
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Quinito’s Neighborhood
Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make/hacer algo nuevo
Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has visto antes
Repair/reparar (re-par-ar): to fix/arreglar

Let’s Work
Create/crear (kreh-ahr): to make/hacer algo nuevo
Repair/reparar (re-par-ar): to fix/arreglar
Entertain/entretener (en-tray-ten-air): to do something that makes other people feel happy/ hacer algo que hace que otras personas se sientan felices
Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): everyone matters/todos(as) somos importantes
Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/felicidad

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Ask families who the helpers are in their neighborhood. Share a story! Consider asking families how those helpers are the same or different 
in their hometowns or home countries. We can share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Quinito’s Neighborhood and Let’s Work : Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr), Repair/reparar (re-par-ar),  
           Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Pretend 
Play:

Create costumes and 
dress up as different helpers 

in the community! Repair 
things, and entertain others! 
Share that we find joy when 

we help others and are 
connected!

Family 
Connection:

What are familiar places in our 
neighborhood that matter to your 

family? What are community spaces 
where your family feels connected? Who 
are people in our neighborhood that are 
helpful to others? Send in their picture 
and a quick note about how they are 

helpful! We’ll use the pictures to create 
a book about our community and 

how we are connected! 

Quinito’s Neighborhood
by Ina Cumpiano

&
Let’s Work 

by Cynthia Weill

Block 
Area: 

Create a neighborhood or 
community- representing the familiar 

buildings that are important to our 
families. When our buildings fall, encourage 

children to repair them. Notice that each 
block is connected and matters and without 

it the building can fall down. Also notice 
children’s expressions and say “You 
look like you feel joy when playing 

together.”

Music 
and Movement:

We are all connected in our 
community. 

Everyone is working to help others and 
help me!

We’re connected to each other - yes, we 
are - it’s true.

We all work together to help others and 
help you!

Art:

Reuse/repurpose 
familiar materials and found 
objects to create and repair.

Create a neighborhood with the places 
and things people need to make sure 

that everyone is helped by each other. 
Used washed out milk cartons and other 

available repurposed materials. Talk about 
the joy of creating. Use this setting 

with the puppets (see puppet 
bubble) to create entertaining 

stories of community.   

Puppet/
Story Area: 

In the puppet/story area pull 
out materials for children to create 

puppets inspired by the master artists of 
Chigmecatitlán. Have them create puppets 

(or repair or update existing puppets) to 
have them engage in jobs that are creative, 

entertaining, helpful, and repairing our 
communities. Use the setting from the art 

engagement (see art bubble) to have 
the puppets live in and improve 

the community and to think 
about how they are all 

connected. 


