
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: If you're ready for a story, take a seat; If you're ready for a 
story, take a seat; Clap your hands and stomp your feet; Make your hands all nice and neat; If you're ready for a story take a seat   

Story Title: Wemberly Worried               Author: Kevin Henkes 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is a mouse 
named Wemberly. Look at the way she 
is clutching her stuffed rabbit… she 
looks worried. Maybe Wemberly is 
worried about her first day of school. I 
wonder how she will learn to not worry 
about school. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: The last time we 
read this story, we learned that 
Wemberly worried about everything, 
especially starting school. When she 
got to school, her teacher introduced 
her to a little mouse named Jewel. I 
wonder how Wemberly felt when she 
met Jewel. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember when 
Wemberly met Jewel? They played 
together all day, and Wemberly worried a 
little less. I wonder why Wemberly 
worried less when she was playing with 
Jewel. We can think about that question 
while we talk about what happened in the 
story, and what the characters were 
thinking and feeling. It’s your turn to tell 
me the story. 

Main Idea: Friends can comfort us when we are upset. They can help us feel more comfortable so that we can have more fun. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Wemberly Clutching 
Worried- when you are upset or bothered about 
things you think will happen 

Pg. 2-3 

Point to and explain each 
illustration: in parent’s 

bedroom; worried about 
sleeping by herself; spilling 

things; taking a bath 

 

 

Pg. 4-5 
Morning, night, day, 

mother, father, 
grandmother 

 
Comfort- to make feel better 

Pg. 7-8 Tree, crack in wall, radiator  Radiator- what heats a home; like a heater 

Pg. 8-9 Jungle gym, Petal   

Pg. 10-11 Mother, father Rubbing Comfort- to make feel better 

Pg. 12 Wemberly, mother   

Pg. 14 Parade, father  Parade- when people march in a line to celebrate 

Pg. 16-17 
Mother, father, 

grandmother, school 
 

 

Pg. 22-23 Ms. Peachum, Jewel, doll Look around Introduce- when you meet someone for the first time 

Pg. 24-25 Petal, Nibblet Peeked, waved  

Pg. 27 Ms. Peachum, students Smiled, waved  

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Clutch- hold something tightly  
3. Nervous- worried or afraid about what might happen  
4. Participate- take part in an activity with others 

 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 
place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 
directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 
1 

When I look at this illustration I 
notice that Wemberly is clutching 

her stuffed rabbit. I’m thinking that’s 
what she does when she is worried. 

Pg. 
1 

Look at Wemberly’s face. She looks so 
worried. She must be thinking, “I just think 

about everything that could go wrong. I 
just wish I could find something to make 
me stop worrying, because I have to start 

school soon.” 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 1  
Pg. 4  
Pg. 5  
Pg. 9  
Pg. 11  
Pg. 12  
Pg. 14  
Pg. 18  
Pg. 22  
Pg. 23  
Pg. 26  
Pg. 27  
Pg. 28 

Pg. 
4 

Wemberly worries all the time - in 
the morning, during the day, and at 

night.   

Pg. 
5 

Her parents are concerned, or worried, 
about her because she worries so much. 
When she worries, they worry about her, 

because they care about her. They are 
trying to make her feel better. 

Pg. 
11 

Wemberly is trying to comfort 
herself by rubbing Petal’s ears. 

Pg. 
9 

Look, Wemberly is crying. She must be 
feeling worried, or concerned, about 

Petal. She is probably thinking about all 
the things that could go wrong if she lost 

Petal. 

Pg. 
12 

Wemberly won’t even participate in 
her own birthday party because she 

Is so worried. Look how she is 
standing all alone, not playing with 

the other mice. 

Pg. 
11 

Wemberly is trying to comfort herself, or 
make herself feel better, by rubbing 

Petal’s ears. Sometimes it can help us feel 
better to hold something that is special to 

us. 

Pg. 
14 

It doesn’t look like Wemberly is 
participating in the parade. It must 

be hard for her to have fun when she 
is worrying so much. 

Pg. 
18 
 

Wemberly doesn’t realize that there will 
be nice friends to play with, fun things to 
do, and a nice teacher who is waiting for 
her to arrive. Wemberly is just thinking 

about all the things that could go wrong. 

Pg. 
18 

Now that Wemberly is about to start 
school for the first time, she has 
more things to worry about. I’m 

thinking that a lot of young children 
like Wemberly worry about going to 

school for the first time. 

Pg. 
22 

I can see that Wemberly is nervous. She is 
clutching both Petal and her mom’s skirt. 
Her eyes look so worried. She looks like 

she does not want to go into the 
classroom. 

Pg. 
26 

I’m noticing that Jewel and 
Wemberly played together during 

the whole day. I think having a friend 
to play with helped comfort 

Wemberly. 

Pg. 
23 

Jewel looks worried, too. I’m noticing she 
is clutching her doll, too. She is even 

wearing stripes like Wemberly. Jewel and 
Wemberly seem very similar. 

Pg. 
27 

They played so much that the day 
went by fast. You know, there is a 

saying that time flies, or goes by fast, 
when you’re having fun. I think the 

day went so fast because Wemberly 
was having lots of fun with Jewel. 

Pg. 
27 

When you have a friend, you can do 
things together that would be scary to do 

on your own. Also, you can talk with a 
friend about how you feel and things you 
like to do. Talking with friends can be a 

way to find comfort. It looks like 
Wemberly and Jewel are starting to feel 

more comfortable at school. 



 

 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

How did Wemberly learn to not 
to worry about school so she 
would want to come back the 
next day?  

Why was Wemberly happy when 
she met Jewel?   
 

Why did Wemberly worry less, 
or not worry so much when she 
was playing with Jewel? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Friends can comfort us when we are upset. They can help us feel more comfortable so that we can have more fun. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Morning Meeting: Create a chart to monitor feelings on the first day of school. The students will put a 
color sticky note in the graph next to the feeling they felt. For ex. (“On the first day of school, I was 
feeling... sad, shy, excited, nervous”)  
Math Center: Provide students with props based on the story. Encourage the students to retell the story 
and teach about story sequencing.  
Dramatic Play: Change the dramatic play area into a Pet shop with stuffed animals as pets! The store is 
now open for business!    

 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 

Pg. 
28 

Oh, it’s the end of the school day. All 
of the children are leaving and 

Wemberly says she will come back 
tomorrow. I predict that Wemberly 
won’t worry about coming back to 

school the next day because she has 
a friend. Now she can enjoy school 

and learn new things. 

Pg. 
28 

Look at Wemberly and Jewel smiling and 
skipping out the door. They look like they 
are enjoying school now. Wemberly isn’t 

even holding Petal when she waves 
goodbye. She gave Petal to Jewel to hold. 

She must feel more comfortable about 
coming back to school tomorrow. She 

won’t worry so much about school, now 
that she has a friend like Jewel. 


