
Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)
Purpose: This assessment (given three times during the school year) provides information about where each child in your class 

is in the area of phonemic awareness skill development. It will give you an idea of which skills children have acquired and which 

skills have not yet developed. This will guide you in planning your instruction and supporting the children more effectively. Keep 

in mind that children may not have any of these skills at the beginning of the school year.

Materials Needed: This assessment, the pictures that accompany the tool, and the Phonemic Awareness Matrix. 

Directions for Administration: The PS/PK Phonemic Awareness Assessment is administered individually. The directions you 

will give the child for each skill are included and written in italics.    

•	 Use the pictures provided only for the receptive tasks (indicated with an *). Cover the rows you are not using with the blank 

sheet of paper.

•	 Use the corresponding matrix to indicate child’s development of each skill. 

•	 If a child misses all items within a section, discontinue the assessment. 

•	 Do not provide additional modeling or assistance for tasks other than what is already indicated.

Interpreting and using the information: There are no scores for this assessment. Once you’ve completed the administration 

for each of the children in the class, it’s time to sit down and analyze the information you’ve gathered. Keep in mind the end 

of year outcomes for this age group and the developmental progression of these skills. Identify children who appear to be at 

similar levels of phonemic awareness, and use this information to plan further for small group instruction. Take the Emergent 

Literacy course for more ideas and resources for teaching these skills.



Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)

Phonemic 
Awareness

Directions

Isolate beginning 

sounds (receptive) 

*use pictures for 

isolating beginning 

sounds

I am going to say a word and I want you to listen for the first sound you hear in that word. The first sound that 

I hear when I say the word top is /t/. If I point to the picture that begins with /t/, I would point to this picture of 

a top.
Now it’s your turn:   

1.	 Look at these pictures- fan, mop, bus (point to pictures as you say each pic-

ture name).Point to the picture that begins with /m/. 

2.	 Look at these pictures- sun, cat, and pig. Point to the picture that begins with 

/s/. 

1.	 mop 

2.	 sun

Isolate beginning 

sounds (expressive) 

This time I want you to say the first sound you hear in the words I say. If I say bus, you would say /b/. 

1.	 What is the first sound you hear in pan?

2.	 What is the first sound you hear in jump?

1.	 /p/

2.	 /j/

Isolate ending sounds 

(receptive) 

*use pictures for 

isolating ending pho-

nemes

This time I want you to listen for the last sound that you hear in words. The last sound that I hear when I say 

the word duck is /k/. If I point to the picture that ends with /k/, I would point to this picture of the duck. Now 

it’s your turn. 

1.	 Look at these pictures of pig, bus, and hat.  Teacher: point to pictures as you 

say each picture name and say: Point to the picture that ends with /s/. 

2.	 Look at these pictures bed, rake, and fan. Point to the picture that ends with 

/d/.

1.	 bus 

2.	 bed

Isolate ending sounds 
(expressive)

This time I want you to say the last sound you hear in the words I say. If I say bus, you would say /s/. 

1.	 What is the last sound you hear in the word hat? 

2.	 What is the last sound you hear in the word dog?

1.	 /t/

2.	 /g/



Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)
Isolate Middle Sounds 

(receptive)

*use pictures for 

isolating middle pho-

nemes

This time, I want you to listen for the middle sound you hear in words.  The middle sound I hear when I say the 

word dog is /o/. If I point to a picture that has the middle sound /o/, I would  point to this picture of a dog. 
Now it is your turn. 

1.	 Look at these pictures of a cap, a sun, and a pot.  (Point to each picture as you 

name it.)  Point to the picture that has the middle sound /u/. 

2.	 Look at these pictures: Log, Jet, and Ham. (point as you label) Point to the 

picture that has the middle sound /e/. 

1.	 sun 

2.	 jet

Isolate Middle Sounds 

(expressive)

This time I want you to say the middle sound you hear in the words I say. If I say hat, you would say /a/.

1.	 What is the middle sound you hear in the word zip?

2.	 What is the middle sound you hear in the word tug?

1.	 /i/

2.	 /u/

Blend phonemes 

(receptive) 

*use pictures for 

blending phonemes

When I blend the sounds /m/…/o/…/p/  I hear mop. If I point to the picture of /m/…/o/…/p/ I would point 

to this picture of a mop. 
Now it’s your turn.  

1.	 Look at these pictures- sock, pen, bed.  Teacher: point to pictures as you say 

each picture name and say: Point to the picture of /p/…/e/…/n/. 

2.	 Look at these pictures- sun, leaf, and hat. Teacher: point to pictures as you 

say each picture name and say: Point to the picture of /s/…/u/…/n/. 

1.	 pen 

2.	 sun

Blend phonemes 

(expressive)

This time I am going to say the separate sounds that make up a word. I want you to say the word. If I 

say /k/…/a/…/t/ you would say cat.     

1.	 What word do you hear when I blend these sounds together?  /s/…/i/…

/p/.     

2.	 What word to you hear when I blend these sounds together?  /n/…/e/…

/t/.

1.	 sip

2.	 net

Segment phonemes When I say the word, leg I hear the sounds /l/…/e/…/g/ 

1.	 What sounds do you hear in the word cat? 

2.	 What sounds do you hear in the word sock?

1.	 /k/ /a/ /t/

2.	 /s/ /o/ /k/



Pictures for Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)

Phonemic Awareness: Isolate beginning sounds (receptively)

Example

A

B



Pictures for Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)

Phonemic Awareness: Isolate ending sounds (receptively)

Example

A

B



Pictures for Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)

Phonemic Awareness: Isolate middle sounds (receptively)

Example

A

B



Pictures for Phonemic Awareness Assessment (PS/PK)

Phonemic Awareness: Blend phonemes (receptively)

Example

A

B



Phonemic Awareness Assessment Matrices: 
CVC Words
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Phoneme Isolation Phoneme Blending and 
Segmenting

Ex: Jane Doe X

Track student progress in phonemic awareness skills using this simple matrix. Place a check in 
each box to indicate mastery.
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