Racoon on His Own - Extension Activities

Main Idea- When we are on our own for the first time it can be scary, but
we can also learn new things from a new adventure.

Targeted Tier 2 Vocabulary- curious, familiar, relieved, terrified, adventurous

Center/Large Materials Activity Targeted
Group Vocabulary
Writing paper, pencils, Have children talk about their favorite event in the story using book. If adventure
markers, crayons children need more support, model, using a think aloud, how you familiar
decided on your favorite event in the story- the event you liked best of | favorite
all. event
Have students draw and write about their favorite event in the story.

Arts and Crafts crayons, markers, Create raccoon masks- these can be used in dramatic play. See website- | adventurous
scissors, popsicle http://www.spidermagkids.com/trythis/print-and-decorate-a-raccoon-
sticks mask

Science Books about Have discussions with students using non-fiction texts and fun facts curious,
different below: familiar,
environments, * Raccoons are mammals. terrified
nocturnal animals, | * Where do they live? Live in woodland forests or urban areas.
what animals eat, * What do they eat? Raccoons are not picky eaters. They can eat just
baby animals, etc. about everything. Raccoons have very agile hands to pick up food and

they are super climbers. They eat berries, acorns, honey, eggs, worms,
grasshoppers, and other bigger animals like chickens. In towns and
cities they eat garbage.

* Raccoons are mostly nocturnal - active at night

* Raccoons can spread diseases, such as rabies - be careful and never
touch a raccoon.

* A young raccoon is called a kit. Kits are born in tree holes way up
high where they can be safe and dry.

Dramatic Play Raccoon masks Use props to recreate Raccoon’s adventure of traveling through the terrified,
from arts and swamp by himself. Children can pretend they are having the same adventurous,
crafts, large adventure or act out the story as characters in the raccoon family. familiar,
cardboard box for curious
boat, swamp Have students use masks or raccoon puppets to act out the following
animals (snake, rhyme:
crocodile, turtle, Five Little Raccoons
fish) One little raccoon looking for things to do,

Along came another and then there were two.
Two curious raccoons trying so hard to see,
Along came another and then there were three.
Three clever raccoons trying to open the door,
Along came another and then there were four.
Four happy raccoons glad to be alive,

Along came another and then there were five.
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Five little raccoons as tired as can be,
Looked up for a place to rest and scurried up the tree.

Reading Center/ Books on Read and discuss books provided in this center (examples below) terrified,
Library raccoons, Fiction texts: adventurous,
shadows, science Our Library by Eve Bunting familiar,
Ruby Bakes a Cake by Susan Hill curious

Stay Awake, Sally by Mitra Modarressi
A Friend for All Seasons by Julia Hubery

Non-fiction texts:
Ecosystems- Life in a Swamp by Karen D. Povey
Baby Animals in Wetland Habitats by Bobbie Kalman

Circle Time/ Connection to story: Recall the adventure of Raccoon on His curious,
Morning Message Own and how the raccoon must have felt. Share with students a | adventurous
familiar

story about a time you have been on an adventure. Use
descriptive vocabulary (curious, adventurous, familiar and
frightened) to describe thoughts and feelings.

Sing a “Raccoon Song”:

(tune: "Kookaberra")

Raccoon sleeps in a hollow tree

While the sun shines on you and me.

Sleep, little raccoon, (children hold puppets and pretend they are
sleeping)

Sleep, little raccoon,

Warm and cozily.

frightened
worried

In the darkest part of night

Raccoon has the best eyesight.

Look, little raccoon, (children have puppets peering around the room)
Look, little raccoon,

My, your eyes are bright.

Raccoon hardly makes a sound

When he prowls all around. (children hold puppets and quietly creep
around the room)

Hunt, little raccoon,

Hunt, little raccoon,

Find food on the ground.

~ Author Unknown

Sing “Raccoon Sitting in a Tree”
Tune: “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”

Raccoon, raccoon, climbing a tree,
Wearing a mask, you can’t fool me.
Hiding there so | can’t see

What you’re doing in that tree.
Raccoon, raccoon, climbing a tree,
Wearing a mask, you can’t fool me.
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