
Reading Fluency Professional Learning Activities
Purpose

The coach should first facilitate differentiated professional learning throughout the coaching cycle with the Reading Fluency 

Implementation Training Presentation & Notes to deepen knowledge of content.  The activities in this packet align with the Training 

Presentation and the Cox Campus Reading Fluency course. They should be used to supplement content knowledge learning and 

differentiated depending on teacher and school needs.
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Materials to Prepare in Advance

•	 Activity 3: Fluency Taboo Cards 

•	 Activity 9: 11 Alternatives to Round Robin (and Popcorn) Reading

Additional Resources

•	 Fluency Strategies Posters

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/alternatives-to-round-robin-reading-todd-finley
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/alternatives-to-round-robin-reading-todd-finley
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/alternatives-to-round-robin-reading-todd-finley
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Activity 1: Accuracy Percentage Passage
Directions: Complete the paragraph by filling in the missing words. As words are revealed, you may make corrections. 

She gave me the                         and on the way home, I                                             . I found a little                        space 

in our                           kitchen and set to work. The last                                         my                                     gave me were 

my                         : If the  is dry, add more oil; if it’s wet, add more  . And so I added more 

oil and added more  and added more and more until I had a  of  that 

was as  as a  blanket. I went to bed  .

Had I been more , more  to the  of , I might 

have  that everything I needed to know about that  was in my hands.
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Activity 2: Calculating Rate (WCPM) 
Directions: Calculate the WCPM for the 2nd grade student. Compare the WCPM to the ORF norms if this passage 

was read in the winter. In what percentile range is the student performing?

Total words read 
in 1 minute Errors

WCPM
(words correct per minute)

From Acadience Oral Reading Fluency; Level 2/Progress Monitoring 1
From Compiled ORF Norms; Hasboruck & Tindal (2017)
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Activity 3: Fluency Taboo

Materials: Fluency taboo cards

Prep: Print cards on cardstock or colored paper, cut apart

Directions: Put the cards in a stack. Player 1 chooses a card and describes the word in the blue header 
without saying any of the words listed below it (taboo words). Other players guess the word from clues 
given. Everyone takes a turn giving clues and guessing.  Your neighbor can be your “buzzer” if you use 
any taboo words!
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Sight Word Recognition Decoding
1.	 orthographic mapping high 
2.	 frequency word
3.	 see
4.	 read
5.	 sounding out

1.	 letters
2.	 sound
3.	 reading
4.	 print
5.	 encoding

RAN Vocabulary
1.	 fast
2.	 symbols
3.	 numbers
4.	 predictor
5.	 improved

1.	 breadth
2.	 depth
3.	 definitions
4.	 words
5.	 Tier 2

Morphology Background Knowledge
1.	 meaning
2.	 parts
3.	 morphemes
4.	 vocabulary
5.	 prefix

1.	 experience
2.	 know
3.	 prior 
4.	 building
5.	 understanding

Syntax Grammar
1.	 words
2.	 phrases
3.	 order
4.	 relationship
5.	 understanding

1.	 rules
2.	 punctuation
3.	 period
4.	 sentences
5.	 written communication
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ORF Oral Language
1.	 assessment
2.	 measure
3.	 accuracy
4.	 rate
5.	 automaticity

1.	 written
2.	 spoken
3.	 communication
4.	 foundation
5.	 speech

Accuracy Rate
1.	 correct
2.	 words
3.	 foundation
4.	 practice
5.	 ORF 

1.	 speed
2.	 quick
3.	 fast
4.	 time
5.	 WCPM

Prosody Fluency
1.	 musical
2.	 rhythmic
3.	 expression
4.	 oral language
5.	 comprehension

1.	 accuracy
2.	 rate
3.	 prosody
4.	 comprehension
5.	 automaticity

Automaticity SVR
1.	 words
2.	 phrases
3.	 order
4.	 relationship
5.	 understanding

1.	 requation
2.	 decoding
3.	 language comprehension
4.	 multiplication
5.	 comprehension

Phonics Percentile
1.	 rules
2.	 decoding 
3.	 sounds
4.	 letters
5.	 encoding

1.	 range
2.	 percent
3.	 norm
4.	 compare
5.	 measure
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Activity 4: Sight Word Recognition Review

Directions: Answer the following questions. Discuss answers with your coach. 

1.	 What does it mean for a word to be mapped and stored into long term memory? 

2.	 T/F: Sight vocabulary refers to words like said or from.

3.	 What knowledge about a word is required for it to be effectively  mapped, committing it to long-term memory? 
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Activity 5: Syntax Review

Directions: Answer the following questions. Discuss answers with your coach. 

1.	 What are the 5 components of Oral Language?

2.	 T/F: Using the correct sentence structure when speaking is oral language.

3.	 What is metalinguistic awareness?
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Activity 6: Syntax & Grammar Exploration

Directions: Read the following excerpt from Ezra Jack Keats’ The Snowy Day (1962).

“In his warm bed, Peter dreamt of the wonders that awaited him outside: the fresh, untouched snow, the icy crunch under his feet, and 

the adventures waiting to be discovered in the wintry landscape.”

1.	 What do you notice about:

•	 Sentence length

•	 Word/phrase order

•	 # of phrases/clauses

•	 # of ideas

2.	 Stop & Jot: What knowledge do students need to understand the following words?

•	 dreamed vs dreamt

•	 untouched

•	 icy vs icey

3.	 Do the sentences below convey the same meaning as the sentence above?

•	 Peter dreamt of the wonders that awaited him in his warm bed outside: the fresh, untouched snow, the icy crunch under his feet, 

and the adventures waiting to be discovered in the wintry landscape.

•	 Peter dreamt of the wonders that awaited him outside: the fresh, untouched snow in his warm bed, the icy crunch under his feet, 

and the adventures waiting to be discovered in the wintry landscape.

•	 Peter dreamt, in his warm bed, of the wonders that awaited him outside: the fresh, untouched snow, the icy crunch under his feet, 

and the adventures waiting to be discovered in the wintry landscape.

4.	 How does punctuation help with phrasing within each sentence variation?
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Activity 7: Vocabulary & Background Knowledge

1.	 In 30 seconds, list as many words related to construction as you can. 

2.	 In 30 seconds, list as many definitions for the word bolt as you can. 
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Activity 8: Vocabulary Impacts Comprehension

Directions: The bolded words are some of the vocabulary words that are essential to comprehending this passage. Which word(s) belong 

in each category below?

She gave me the recipe and on the way home, I bought flour. I found a little counter space in our made-for-gnomes kitchen and set 

to work. The last instructions my mother-in-law gave me were my mantra: If the dough is dry, add more oil; if it’s wet, add more flour. 

And so, I added more oil and added more flour, and added more and more until I had a mountain of dough that was as rough as a 

horse blanket. I went to bed knish-less.

Had I been more experienced, more attuned to the language of baking, I might have understood that everything I needed to know 

about that dough was in my hands.

(Baking Is All in the Hands, Dorie Greenspan for The New York Times, April 26 2017.)

Multiple 
Meanings

Tier 2 
Vocabulary

Require Context/
Conceptual 

Understanding

Tier 3 
Vocabulary

Morphology

If you have experience with baking, compared to those who do not, how does that affect your ability to visualize and read fluently the 

first time?

What does this mean for students?
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Activity 9: Alternatives to Ineffective Fluency Strategies
Directions: Read the article 11 Alternatives to Round Robin (and Popcorn) Reading. Reflect on the following 

questions.

1.	 Why is Round Robin Reading (RRR) ineffective?

2.	 What are 2 potentially negative outcomes of RRR?

3.	 What are 2 alternative strategies you would like to implement with students?

https://www.edutopia.org/blog/alternatives-to-round-robin-reading-todd-finley

