
START Ladder - Informational Reads

No response or non-verbal response

es
po

ns
es

en
’s 

R
Ch

ild
r

Gives random answers not related
to content in book

Tells facts from book, but not specific 
to the question asked

Answers question using Tier 1 words

Answers question using Tier 2
and Tier 3 words

Goal: Answers question using
targeted Tier 2 and Tier 3 words and 
makes broader connections beyond 

the text
Safety Nets

Model how to answer the question

Honor child’s response and asks question again

Choose a key piece of information and revisit, then ask why 
and how question to probe for answer

Ask why questions to probe for more information

Model how to connect information learned to other books in the 
text set, knowledge learned in greater unit, or other topic of study




