
 

 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Holidays, Celebrations, Community, Gratitude 
 

There are so many wonderful books that can help us learn about each other’s celebrations so that we can all grow. We included 
several here so that you could make choices about which anchor books you would use this month (and beyond) based on the 
communities and connections with families and children in your classroom. These are also great books to read anytime- so you 
might want to return to them across the year as we continue to learn with and about each other! 

 
 
 
 
                        
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

DECEMBER INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
WHAT DO WE CELEBRATE AND WHY? ARE THERE THINGS WE ALL ARE GRATEFUL FOR?  

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM EACH OTHER’S CELEBRATIONS THAT HELP US GROW? 

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 



 

 

 
 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be 
storytellers and retell the story the third time! Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 

Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in 
this story.” As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart on the last page to help you 
pre-plan the words you will point out using the pictures, act out, or tell children what 
it means through a child friendly definition). As you read, think aloud and talk to 
yourself, wonder about the events of the story and notice what is happening. Lift and 
define the key vocabulary for the book as much as possible during these think alouds 
and think about what that has to do with the inquiry question. 

Read 2:  Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to 
yourself about how characters feel and think. Again, 
connect to the main idea and key vocabulary through 
the think alouds as you read. 

Read 3: Have the children be storytellers. Choose 
key pages to ask open-ended questions like 
"What's happening here? How does (character) 
think/feel about that?" Support the children by 
restating and expanding on their ideas, lifting 
vocabulary, their understandings, and their 
empathy!  

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore/look for cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante or gratitude/gratitud.
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even when the 

book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
When you are ready to read the book: 

•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.
•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus.During the read:
•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading. Invite children to do the actions related to the words you Act out, to promote engagement and comprehension.
•Use props to support children’s understanding as you read.
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story.
•Point out similarities in words (cognates) between English and the child’s first language. For example, “In English we say favorite and in Spanish favorito(a) (fah-boh-ree-toh)."
•You can also point out differences in the languages, For example, “Delighted is encantado(a) (ehng-kahn-tah-doh) in Spanish.”

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 
•Ask families and use tools like Google Translate to look up words and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom.
•Books available in Spanish: Es Nochebuena (Twas Nochebuena ), May Your Life Be Deliciosa (in English with Spanish words)



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shelter  
by Celine Claire  

We can help 
others feel 
safe and 

welcomed 
when we 

show 
kindness and 
generosity. 

Shelter/refugio (rreh-foo-hyoh) 
(noun): a safe place/un lugar 
seguro 

Shelter/refugiar (rreh-foo-hyahr) 
(verb): to stay safe or help 
someone else be safe/proteger a 
alguien de algún peligro 

Gratitude/gratitud (grah-tee-
tood): feeling thankful/sentirse 
agradecidos  

Generous/generoso(a) (heh-neh-
roh-soh): to share and be 
kind/compartir y ser bondadosos 
con otros  

Welcome/dar la bienvenida (dahr 
lah byehm-beh-nee-dah): to make 
someone feel you are glad they 
are with you/hacer que alguien 
sienta que tu te  alegras de que él 
o ella está contigo 

Prepared/preparado(a) (preh-pah-
rah-doh): ready/listo  

Sharing, Sharing 

Sharing, Sharing- 
I can show friends 

 I care 
When others need 
something I have, 

I can always share! 
 

Sharing, Sharing- 
I can show friends  

I care 
Sharing shows kindness 
and I am glad to share! 

 
(To the tune of “Sailing, 

Sailing”) 

R1 State: Look at this fox. They are wearing warm clothes and under a tree that 
has lost many of its leaves. I see them holding sticks. I wonder why. The title of the 
book is Shelter, which means a home or safe place or to help someone else be 
safe. I wonder why this book is called shelter and what this fox is doing! Let’s read 
and find out. 

R1 Ask: Why do all the animals work so hard to prepare a shelter before the storm 
comes?  

R1 Possible Answer: Because they needed to be prepared for the storm to stay 
safe and warm.  
 

R2 State: Remember in this story the animals are all working to prepare for and 
shelter from a big storm, but no one would welcome the bear brothers. I wonder 
how the brothers felt and what they were thinking when no one would welcome 
them. Let’s read and find out. 

R2 Ask: How did the brother bears feel and what were they thinking about when 
no one would help them prepare for the storm?  

R2 Possible Answer: They were worried and afraid and felt unwelcomed and 
alone. They were thinking that they had to be prepared for a bad storm, but other 
animals were not generous or welcoming to them when they needed help. They 
were thinking about ways to stay safe when they didn’t have a safe shelter to 
protect them.   
 

R3 State:  Now you can be the storytellers. I wonder how the fox family and the 
bear brothers helped each other during the storm. Let’s read and find out. 

R3 Ask:  How did the fox family and the bear brothers help each other during the 
storm? 

R3 Possible Answer: The brother bears were welcoming to the fox family and 
shared their shelter because they wanted to be generous and show kindness. They 
know what it feels like when no one would help you. That didn’t feel good. They 
didn’t want the fox family to feel like that when they needed shelter. The fox had 
given them a lantern, and they wanted to share kindness with him, too.   
 



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Favorite Day  

by Joowon Oh 
 
 

 

It’s special 
to spend 
time with 
the people 

we love. 

Routine/rutina (rroo-tee-nah): 
something you do every day/algo 
que hacemos todos los días  

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-
syohn): a special way you do 
something over and over 
again/algo que hacemos siempre 
de la misma manera  

Delighted/encantado(a) (ehng-
kahn-tah-doh): very happy/muy 
feliz  

Favorite/favorito(a) (fah-boh-ree-
toh): what you like the most/lo 
que nos gusta más que todo lo 
demás 

 

Sing –  

The More We Get 
Together, the Happier 

We’ll Be 

The more we get together 
Together, together 

The more we get together 
The happier we'll be. 

'Cause your friends are 
my friends 

And my friends are your 
friends. 

The more we get together 
The happier we'll be. 

 
Oh, the more we get 

together 
Together, together 

The more we get together 
The happier we'll be 

R1 State: Look at this granddaughter and grandfather. They are getting together! I 
wonder what they are going to do. The title says it’s their favorite day, that means 
they like it the best. Let’s read and find out what they do together.  

R1 Ask: How did the grandfather and his granddaughter spend their favorite day?  

R1 Possible Answer: They ate dumplings and made a kite! I think on Thursdays 
they have the tradition to eat dumplings and make a craft. 
 

R2 State: Remember in this story, the granddaughter and grandfather got together 
to spend a special day. They did lots of things together. I wonder how they felt 
about their day. 

R2 Ask: How did the grandfather and granddaughter feel about the time they got 
to spend together? 

R2 Possible Answer: They were delighted to spend time together. Thursdays are 
their favorite day – the one they like the most! 
 

R3 State:  Now that you are familiar with this story, let’s read it again, and you can 
be the storyteller about what made this day their favorite day. 

R3 Ask: Why was this day their favorite day? 

R3 Possible Answer: It was their favorite day because they got to spend it 
together and they love each other. It’s special to spend time together with the 
people we love! 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or 
idea from family 
connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chanukah Lights 

Everywhere  
by Michael J. Rosen 

 
 

The lights of 
this season 

bring joy and 
connect us to 
our stories, 

our families, 
our 

communities, 
and this wide 

world. 

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): 
happiness/felicidad 

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-
syohn): a special way you do 
something over and over 
again/algo que hacemos siempre 
de la misma manera  

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-
brahr): to do something special 
with other people that makes us 
happy/lo que hacemos con otras 
personas que nos hace feliz  

Glow/resplandecer (rrehs-plahn-
deh-sehr): shine, light comes 
out/brillar muy fuerte o con 
mucha luz 

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-
tah-doh): everyone matters; our 
choices change everyone’s 
lives/cuando nuestras decisiones 
cambian las vidas de los demás  

 

Sing –  

In the Window 

In the window 
where you can see the 

glow 
from my menorah 

on newly fallen snow, 
I will light you 

(one) little candle 
on this the (first) 

night of Hannukah. 
 

(You can listen to or 
play this beautiful song 

and sing along with 
Susan Salidor with this 

link:  
https://www.youtube.c
om/watch?v=PZ82bUYb

ZZw) 
 
 

R1 State: Look at this family on the cover, they are walking through their 
neighborhood and pointing to the lights in the windows of houses. I see a Menorah 
here, candles people who are Jewish use to celebrate their traditions and the 
hope that light brings. I see the title is Chanukah Lights Everywhere. I wonder how 
this family celebrates Chanukah with lights and with each other and their 
community! Let’s read and find out what they do together. 

R1 Ask:  How did this family celebrate Chanukah with each other and their 
community? 

R1 Possible Answer: They have traditions like lighting candles, playing with 
dreidels and eating latkes! They also celebrate by having family come over. 
 

R2 State:  Remember in this story, this family celebrates Chanukah with traditions, 
with lights, and with family and their community! I wonder how they felt about 
their celebrations and traditions. Let’s read and find out. 

R2 Ask:  How did the family feel as they celebrated Chanukah and their traditions 
with lights and with each other and their community? 

R2 Possible Answer: They feel really happy and connected to each other as they 
celebrate with their traditions. They see lights glowing everywhere and feel 
connected to their community and family.  
 

R3 State: Now you really know this special story! Let’s read it again and you can be 
the storyteller about what made Chanukah such a special celebration for this 
family. 

R3 Ask:  Why was Chanukah such a special celebration for this family? 

R3 Possible Answer: It is so special because it is a tradition, something that they 
celebrate the same way every year. Or The special lights and our traditions bring 
us joy and help us feel connected. 
 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ82bUYbZZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ82bUYbZZw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PZ82bUYbZZw


 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the book. 
Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask/Answer for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Twas 
Nochebuena  

by Roseanne 
Greenfield Thong 

 

 
Es Nochebuena 

by Roseanne 
Greenfield Thong 

 

We feel joyful 
and 

connected 
when we 

gather and 
celebrate 
traditions 
with our 

families and 
communities. 

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness 
/felicidad 

Welcome/dar la bienvenida 
(dahr lah byehm-beh-nee-dah): 
to make someone feel you are 
glad they are with you/hacer 
que alguien sienta que tu te  
alegras de que él o ella está 
contigo 

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-
syohn): a special way you do 
something over and over 
again/algo que hacemos 
siempre de la misma manera  

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-
brahr): to do something special 
with other people that makes 
us happy/lo que hacemos con 
otras personas que nos hace 
feliz  

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to 
come together/juntar  

 

Sing –  

Feliz Navidad 

(Sing in English and 
Spanish) 

Feliz Navidad 
Feliz Navidad 
Feliz Navidad 

Próspero año y Felicidad. 

I wanna wish you a Merry 
Christmas 

I wanna wish you a Merry 
Christmas 

I wanna wish you a Merry 
Christmas 

From the bottom of my 
heart. 

I wanna wish you a Merry 
Christmas 

I wanna wish you a Merry 
Christmas 

I wanna wish you a Merry 
Christmas 

From the bottom of my 
heart. 

R1 State:  Look at this girl. She is holding a poinsettia- a flower that blooms in 
December- and there are several gifts and lights around her. I can see that it is 
dark in the background. The title says ’Twas Nochebuena which means it was the 
night before Christmas, or Christmas Eve. I wonder how this little girl celebrates 
Christmas Eve. Let’s read and find out. 

R1 Ask:  How did the little girl and her family and community celebrate 
Nochebuena, or Christmas Eve?  

R1 Possible Answer: Their family gathered and celebrated together with so many 
traditions (name events from the story). 
 

R2 State:  Remember in this story the little girl, her family, and her community 
gathered and celebrated their traditions of Nochebuena. They did many things 
together on this special night. Let’s read it again and think about how they felt 
about their traditions, celebrations, and time together on this special night! 

R2 Ask:  How did the girl, her family, and her community feel as they gathered, 
connected, and celebrated Nochebuena together?  

R2 Possible Answer: They all felt so much joy! Everyone was welcome and 
celebrated together with their family and community. 
 

R3 State: Now you know so much about this story! Remember, it was it was the 
night before Christmas, or Christmas Eve. I wonder why Christmas Eve is special for 
this little girl. Let’s read it again and you can be the storyteller! 

R3 Ask:  Why was Christmas Eve special for this little girl, her family, and her 
community?  

R3 Possible Answer: Christmas Eve was special and joyful because they were 
gathering and celebrating their traditions and connecting with their families and 
community. 
 

  



 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea 
from family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daddy Christmas 

& Hanukkah 
Mama  

by Selina Alko 
 
 

Each family 
has 

traditions for 
holidays and 
celebrates in 

ways that 
are special to 

them.  Our 
traditions 

are an 
important 

part of who 
we are.  

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-
syohn): a special way you do 
something over and over 
again/algo que hacemos 
siempre de la misma manera  

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-
brahr): to do something special 
with other people that makes us 
happy/lo que hacemos con 
otras personas que nos hace 
feliz  

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-
dahd): many different kinds of 
one thing/muchos tipos 
diferentes de una cosa 

Blend/mezclar (mehs-klahr): to 
put two or more things together 
to make something/mezclar dos 
cosas diferentes 

Connected/conectado (koh-
nehk-tah-doh): everyone 
matters; our choices change 
everyone’s lives/cuando 
nuestras decisiones cambian las 
vidas de los demás  

 

 

Use the song from the book, 
“Dreidel” to Tune In. If you have a 
dreidel to spin, include that as 
well. 

Dreidel 
I have a little dreidel 
I made it out of clay 

And when it's dry and ready 
Then, dreidel I shall play 

Oh, dreidel, dreidel, dreidel 
I made it out of clay 

And when it's dry and ready 
Then, dreidel I will play 

 
You can also sing this song 
together!  

It’s Holiday Time 

It’s Holiday Time, Holiday Time, 
Hannukah and Christmas, Holiday 

Time 
A wonderful time, Holiday Time, 

Hannukah and Christmas, Holiday 
Time. 

 
Latkes and candles; gifts and 

Christmas trees, 
Make my December memories. 

Hannukah, Christmas, whichever 
the one, 

Holidays are filled with laughter, 
and (fun). 

 
You can listen to this song and 
sing along with Songs For 
Teaching at this link: 
https://www.songsforteaching.c
om/holiday/holidaytime.htm 
 

R1 State: The title of our book today is Daddy Christmas and Hanukkah 
Mama. This little girl’s parents have different holiday traditions. It sounds 
like her mom celebrates Hanukkah and her dad celebrates Christmas.  I 
wonder how they blend, or put together, their traditions to celebrate as a 
family. Let’s read and find out.  

R1 Ask: How did the family blend, or put together, traditions to celebrate 
Hanukkah and Christmas together?  

R1 Possible Answer: Mama and Daddy chose the traditions that they love 
and blended them, or put them together, into a new tradition for the 
family! Their new tradition blends a variety, or a lot of different kinds, of 
traditions that are special to them. 
 

R2 State: You remember our book Daddy Christmas and Hanukkah Mama.  
This family blended, or put together, lots of different traditions, to make a 
new tradition for their family. I wonder how everyone felt about that. Let’s 
read and find out.  

R2 Ask: How did the family feel when they blended different traditions to 
make a new tradition for their family? 

R2 Possible Answer: They felt connected, like they belonged to each other. 
They felt happy that they were celebrating a variety of special days 
together. 
 

R3 State:  We’ve read our story, Daddy Christmas and Hanukkah Mama 
before, but today I want you all to help me read it. Remember in the story, 
the family has a special family tradition of celebrating Christmas and 
Hanukkah, blending them together.  I wonder why this is such a special 
tradition for them. Let’s read and find out. 

R3 Ask:   Why is it important that their family celebrations blends parts of 
both Christmas and Hanukkah traditions? 

R3 Possible Answer: Each family has traditions for holidays and celebrates 
in ways that are special to them.  Our traditions are an important part of 
who we are.  

https://www.songsforteaching.com/holiday/holidaytime.htm
https://www.songsforteaching.com/holiday/holidaytime.htm


 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get 
children’s attention, and 
connect them to the 
book. Create or use a 
song or idea from family 
connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Favorite 
Day of the 

Year 
by A. E. Ali 

 

Sharing our 
family 

celebrations 
with others 

helps us learn 
and grow 

closer. 

Unique/singular o extraordinario: 
(seeng-goo-lahr) (ehks-trah-ohr-
dee-nah-ryoh): different and 
special/diferente, muy especial 

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-
brahr): to do something special 
with other people that makes us 
happy/lo que hacemos con otras 
personas que nos hace feliz  

Proud/orgulloso(a) (ohr-goo-yoh-
soh): happy with yourself, feeling 
really happy for something good 
that you have done, or about 
something good someone you 
love has done/feliz contigo 
mismo, sentirse realmente feliz 
por algo bueno que has hecho, o 
por algo bueno que alguien a 
quien quieres ha hecho 

Community/comunidad (koh-
moo-nee-dahd): people who take 
care of and help each 
other/personas que se cuidan y se 
ayudan 

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-
syohn): a special way you do 
something over and over 
again/algo que hacemos siempre 
de la misma manera  

Sing –  

Celebrate Good 
Times 

Celebrate Good 
Times! Come on! 
It’s a celebration! 

Celebrate good 
times, come on- 

Share your tradition! 

Celebrate good 
times, come on! 

We can learn about 
each other. 

Celebrate good 
times, Come on! 

We can learn and 
grow together! 

R1 State:  The name of our story is Our Favorite Day of the Year. This story is about four 
boys who meet at school for the first time. For show and tell, they each share with their 
friends about their favorite day, a very special day of the year. Look, all the children are 
sitting with their teacher holding hands. I wonder what they might learn about each 
other as they share about their favorite day. Let’s read and find out how they celebrate 
their favorite day and why it’s so special to them. 

 R1 Ask: Why is their favorite day so special to each child? 

R1 Possible Answer: Their favorite days are so special because they are traditions, the 
special way they celebrate with their families each year.  
 

R2 State: Remember our story, Our Favorite Day of the Year. Let's read it again, and as I 
read, think about how Musa, Moises, Mo, and Kevin probably feel as they each get to 
share their different family celebrations and traditions with each other and their class. 

R2 Ask: How did the boys feel as they shared their favorite day with their class? Why do 
you think they felt that way? 

R2 Possible Answer: The boys felt so excited and proud to share their special days with 
their class. They felt that way because their days are so special, so important, to them 
and they wanted their friends to enjoy the celebration too! 
 

R3 State: Now that you know our story so well, I want you to help me tell it this time. 
Remember in the beginning of the story, the boys were strangers, they didn’t know 
each other. Then, by the end of the story they were amazing friends and had learned so 
much about each other. As you all retell the story, let's think about why sharing and 
learning about each other’s family celebrations was so important to each of them?  

R3 Ask: Why was sharing and learning about each other’s family celebrations so 
important to each of the boys and their friends?  

R3 Possible Answer:  Sharing our family celebrations with others helps us grow closer 
and learn about all of the unique ways each friend celebrates special days. Celebrating 
together is a great way to become amazing friends! 
 

  



 

 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions  
(English + Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s 
attention, and connect them to the 
book. Create or use a song or idea from 
family connections resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 

 
 

May Your Life 
Be Deliciosa  

by Micheal 
Genhart 

 
 

The traditions 
that we share 

with the people 
we love connect 
us and teach us 

about life. 

 
 

Tradition/tradición (trah-
dee-syohn): a special way 
you do something over and 
over again/algo que 
hacemos siempre de la 
misma manera  

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): 
to come together/juntar  

Blessing/bendición (behn-
dee-syohn): a hope for 
ourselves or someone 
else/un buen deseo que 
tenenos para nosotros 
mismos o para otros 

Connected/conectado (koh-
nehk-tah-doh): everyone 
matters; our choices change 
everyone’s lives/cuando 
nuestras decisiones cambian 
las vidas de los demás  

Contribute/contribuir 
(kohn-tree-bweer): working 
to make a place or thing 
better/ ayudar a que algo 
sea mejor 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Invite children to join you in taking 
a deep breath and thinking of 
someone that they love.  

Invite them to think about this 
person as they repeat these 
phrases with you. 

“May you be healthy, may you be 
happy, may you feel loved.”   

 

Then invite them to take another 
deep and calming breath and think 
about themselves and repeat 
these phrases.  

“May I be healthy, May I be happy,  

May I feel loved.”   
 

Talk about how these blessings- 
hopes for ourselves and for 
someone else- connect us and help 
us grow and feel love and joy. 

 
 

R1 State:  The name of this book is May Your Life be Deliciosa, delicious in 
Spanish.  I notice a girl with an older woman with tamales, a special food 
made from corn and other yummy things, in front of them. I wonder if they 
made those together. Let’s read and find out.   

R1 Ask: How did the family work together to make the tamales? 

R1 Possible Answer: Everyone in the family had something to contribute – 
they all had a job to do to make the tamales. They gathered together in 
Abuela’s kitchen for this tradition.  
 

R2 State: Remember when we read May Your Life be Deliciosa. The little girl 
learned so much from her abuela, her grandma, while making tamales. I am 
wondering how the little girl felt and what she thought about while 
contributing to this family tradition. Let’s read and find out.  

R2 Ask: How did the little girl feel and what did she think about while making 
tamales with her abuela and her family? 

R2 Possible Answer: The little girl felt so much love for her abuela and her 
family as she thought about how her abuela shared her stories and blessings 
– her hopes for the little girl and her family. 
 

R3 State: Now that you know this story so well, I would like for you to help 
tell the story. Remember how the story is a about a family making tamales 
while telling stories and sharing blessings on Christmas Eve. I wonder how 
this tradition connected the little girl and her family.  Let’s read and find out. 

R3 Ask: How does the tradition of making tamales while sharing stories and 
blessings connect the family? 

R3 Possible Answer: Abuela connects the tradition of making the tamales 
with stories and blessings for her family to teach them more about life.  

 

  



 

 

 
Teacher-Selected 
Words to PAT  

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in the book  
Act 

out words whose meaning can be shown 
through action or facial expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a 

child-friendly definition) 
Shelter 
by Celine Claire 

Fire, food, light in the dens 
of the animals who said 
they had none to share 

Slowly, gently, cheering, dash Squirreling- hiding or saving something for later, like squirrels do with acorns in fall 
Threatening- scary 
Danger- something that is not safe 
Panic- to become very scared 
Exchange- trade 
Welcoming- to let others know we are glad they are with us 

Our Favorite Day 
by Joowon Oh 

 

Dumplings, flowers, straws, 
string, crayons, polka dot paper, 
butterfly, kite  

Waters, picks, waits, drawing, cut, tie 
string, flying the kite 

Tidies-putting things back where they belong 
Restaurant- a place to go to eat  
Dumplings- a food where a filling with meat or vegetables and spices is wrapped in dough 
Craft store- a store that has many art supplies  

Chanukah Lights 
Everywhere 
by Michael J. 
Rosen 

Menorahs, Helper candle, 
dreidel, candles, Big 
Dipper, North Star 

Light the candle, spin Company-people who come to visit 
Festival- a celebration 
Sparkle- shine 
Menorah- a special candle holder that people light every night of Chanukah 
Dreidel- a top that people spin to play a game 
Latkes- a potato pancake that is fried 
Flames- fire 
Religion- what a person believes in 

‘Twas 
Nochebuena 
by Roseanne 
Greenfield Thong 

Tamales, arbol, luces, 
fireworks 

Stuff (fill the tamales) Parading- a group of people walking together in celebration 
Shelter- a safe place, to stay safe, or help someone else be safe 
Fiesta- a party and celebration 
Snuggle- to cuddle close and hug someone 
Mass- a ceremony at a Catholic church 

Daddy Christmas 
& Hanukkah 
Mama  
by Selina Alko 

Star, Candles, Stockings, Gelt, 
Mountains, Menorah, Mistletoe, 
Presents 

Scatter, Fly, Wide-eyed, Pack Traditions- a special way you do something over and over again  
Decorations- things you put up to make your house look festive 
Carol- to sing 
Recall- to remember and tell about  
Link- to be connected, to come together 

Our Favorite Day 
of the Year 
by A. E. Ali 
 

Musa, Moises, Mo, Kevin, rose 
lassi, challah bread, mosque, Eid 
Mubarak (the sign), Shanah 

    

Perk up Favorite- the one we like the best  
Strangers- people we don’t know yet 

May Your Life Be 
Deliciosa 
by Micheal 
Genhart 
 

Tamales, masa, meat, ingredients Actions the family takes (stir, taste, etc.) Abuela- grandma 
Mamá- mom 
Tía- aunt 
Recipe- directions about how to make something 
Cuéntanos - tell us 
Flexible- easy to move around 
Protection- safety 
Security- feeling safe 
Proud- happy with yourself 



 

 

 

Here are a few other beautiful books we think you would love to add to your library in the future! 
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