
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?

Focus Words:

Perspective/perspectiva (pehrs-pehk-tee-bah): one view, based on where you are when you look at something/una forma de ver las cosas

Distant/distante (dees-tahn-teh): far away/lejos

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): everyone matters; our choices change everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones cambian las vidas de los demás 

Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr): to already know about it/algo que ya conoces, que ya has visto antes

Main Idea: No matter where we are and how varied our perspectives are, we are all connected.
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: Bring in or text/email in photos of what they see out of their windows at home. Consider asking families to send in pictures of what they 
might see in their hometowns or home countries.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Outside My Window: Distant/distante (dees-tahn-teh), Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh), Familiar/familiar (fah-mee-lyahr)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Outdoor 
Play: 

Have children practice taking up 
different perspectives as they look at 

an object from different vantage points, 
What does the object look like from a 

birds-eye-view (looking down at an object 
from the play structure), ants-eye-view 

up at the object from below, from 
close-up, and from a distant 

perspective.

Transitions/
Routines: 

Friends, let’s change our 
perspective as we transition from 
the carpet to go wash our hands... 

In talking with a child tell them you 
feel so connected to them, they 

matter to you.

Art: 

Create “nature windows” 
by cutting windows out of 

construction paper and clear contact 
paper. Have them look through their 

window. Then together, attach a few small 
items you find in nature to create a view. 

Leave enough clear space to be able to see out. 
Observe and talk about the new perspective. 
What familiar things do they see through the 

window they have made?  What things do 
they observe that are close by?  What 

things do they observe through 
their window that are distant?

Outdoor/
Technology: 

Encourage children to 
take pictures outside and 

consider their perspectives. 
Consider using a variety of  

tools/technology (tablet 
cameras, poloraid camera, 

disposable camera etc.)

Morning 
Meeting: 

Ask “How we can work 
together to help everyone in 

our shared global community, both 
near and distant?” Together discuss 
and make a shared and illustrated 

list of ideas and focus on how 
connected we all are.

Family 
Connection:

Ask families to take or 
draw a picture of their own 
familiar perspectives from 

their home’s window and bring 
it in to school. Create a class 

book to share.

Outside My Window 
by Linda Ashman


