
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  
From Seed to Plant
A Seed is Sleepy

Focus Words:

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan

Delighted/encantado (ehng-kahn-tah-doh): excited and very happy/emocionado y muy feliz por algo que está pasando

Dream/sueño (sweh-nyoh): spend time thinking and imagining about it/el tiempo que utilizamos para pensar e imaginar en algo que queremos

Improve/mejorar (meh-hoh-rahr): to make something better/hacer algo mejor

Plan/plan (plahn): an idea to do something/una idea qye tenemos para hacer algo

Main Idea: When we work together with our community we can change things and make them better.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
What are ways your family works with others in the community to improve the community and make things better? What are some things you all wish others 
would join you in doing to improve our community? Please share your answers with the class. 
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Be creative! 
Create your own 

connected activities.

Across the Week 
and in the Community:

Use the ideas that families send 
in from the Family Connection to 

compile a list. Work with the children 
to learn about organizations in the 

community who are helping in these 
ways. Plan some of these activities 

with families and improve the 
community together.

Block Area:

In the Block Area, encourage 
children to construct a building. Then 

plan and plant a roof garden using artificial 
plants and flowers. Brainstorm, plan, and 

create other ways that green spaces can be 
created in the community they built. Think 

about ways to improve our own communities 
through more green spaces and Earth-friendly 

spaces. Think about who might need to 
be a part of making that happen and 

reach out to see what next steps 
the class might take.

Outside/Science:

Plant seeds and make a 
community garden. Also, grow plants 

from kitchen scraps like carrots, celery, 
bok choy, potato, avocado, etc. Notice 

how these plants grow and observe their 
changes across time. What did they need to 
grow and thrive? How can we improve their 
conditions to better care for them? (Note- 

You will need to learn about different 
plants and the conditions each 

plant needs to thrive.)

Family Connection:

What are ways your 
family works with others in 

the community to improve the 
community and make things better? 
What are some things you all wish 
others would join you in doing to 

improve our community?

Errol’s Garden 
by Gillian Hibbs

Throughout the Week:

Notice when children seem 
delighted and use the word to share 
all the times you feel delighted too! 
Enjoy all the delight that comes with 
learning and discovering alongside 

people we care about! 

Morning Meeting/
Emergent Writing/

Collective Problem Solving and Action:

Ask children what they think needs to change 
about their community or classroom to improve 
it. Talk about ideas during Morning Meeting and 

make a list on chart paper. Then with small groups 
of students discuss ideas they want to focus on 

and then who they might need to talk with to work 
toward making that change. Follow their lead, ask 
probing questions, and watch these children take 
action to improve their world. This will certainly 

integrate learning (building world knowledge, 
observing, dreaming, discussing, planning, 

writing, and collaborating with 
members of the classroom and 

community).


