
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Butterfly/mariposa (mah-ree-poh-sah)

Journey/viaje (byah-heh): a long trip/ir de una parte a otra 

Migrate; Migration/emigrar; migración (eh-mee-grahr); (mee-grah-syohn): a long trip that is taken when seasons change/un viaje largo que hacen algunos animales 
cuando hay un 

Powerful/poderoso (poh-deh-roh-soh): strong and able to do hard things/fuerte y capaz de hacer cosas difíciles

Brave/valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): doing something even when it is new, hard, or when you are feeling scared/alguien que hace algo aún cuando es nuevo, difícil o 
cuando tienes miedo de hacerlo

Delighted/encantado(a) (ehng-kahn-tah-doh): very happy/muy feliz  

Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): to like/gustar

Brilliant/brillante (bree-yahn-tay): brightly colored or very smart/algo que brilla mucho o alguien que es muy inteligente

Main Idea: You can see many beautiful things and make new friends when you go new places.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How are living things connected to each other and to 
the earth?  What do all living things need?  How and why do they change and grow?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Talk together as a family about a time someone in your family took a long journey, why they traveled, what it meant to them. Write out, text, email, or send in 
photos, a video, or voice file describing their journey. Share these with our class so we can learn more about each other and the world.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning Meeting:

Share something that everyone 
is delighted about this week. Keep 

a running list of what children share 
throughout the week.

Math:

Create/paint brilliant 
symmetrical butterflies. Pre-cut 

and pre-fold ‘wings’ out of heavy 
paper. Invite children to paint only 
on one side of the fold (one wing) 

with bright colors then fold it 
together to make symmetrical 

wings just like the 
monarchs.

Science:

Observe butterflies and 
label together the various parts 
of a butterfly. Together discuss 
what a butterfly might use each 
part of their body for and how 

that might help them be 
powerful enough to make 

the long journey.

Family Connection:

Talk about people that you and 
your family admire. Celebrate brilliant 
ideas your child has and tell them what 

they do that delights you!

Talk together as a family about a time 
someone in your family took a long 

journey, why they traveled, 
what it meant to them.

Transitions:

Pretend to be migrating 
butterflies as you move from 

one place to another.

Señorita Mariposa 
by Ben Gundersheimer

Positional Words:

Use a finger puppet that looks like 
a butterfly and practice having puppet 
butterflies enact positional words while 

children describe the butterfly’s journey. (e.g. 
The butterfly is flying over the table, under the 

chair, and through the block tower on its journey.) 

Another possible adaptation is for the teacher to 
explain to the children that a butterfly was on 
a journey and has landed somewhere in the 

classroom. Teacher can wonder aloud where it 
might be and then provide the children with 

directional and positional word clues to 
find where the butterfly is.

Dramatic Play:

Create cardboard wings 
with string straps for children 

to wear in dramatic play to pretend 
to be brave and powerful migrating 
butterflies going on their long journey. 

In different parts of the classroom 
post the different habitats the 
butterflies visit so the children 

can “fly” to the desert or to 
the forest.


