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START: Read 1 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 1: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Raccoon on His Own and the author, or the person 

who wrote the story, is Jim Arnosky.  

STATE:  Purpose of Read 1  This little raccoon is in a boat all by himself, without his mother.  He is alone.  He looks a little scared.  This 

looks like a scary adventure.  Let’s see what happens. 

 

Read 1: TEACH  

TEACH:  Push-in story problem that’s connected to the story purpose by using the think-aloud strategy (I wonder, I noticed, I was 

thinking….).  The baby raccoon floats downstream in an abandoned canoe and becomes separated from his family. 
 

TEACH:  Push-in and connect key events that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Page # Previous Event/Explanation 

9  Raccoon was on his own for the very first time.                                                                                                                 Explain: This baby raccoon has probably never been away 
from his mother before. He was not familiar with being 
alone without his mother. 

9 Raccoon was floating away in the boat by himself.  7 Connect:  See, it looks like his family stayed behind while 
the boat floated away.   

15  The raccoon saw shadowy shapes of plants and trees   Explain: This is a new adventure for this baby raccoon.  

Push-In and Connect 

Key Events 

Raccoon on His Own 
By:  Jim Arnosky 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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and his reflection for the very first time.  Remember he has never been away from his family, he has 
never been in a boat and he has never seen the swamp.  
This is all new to him.  It is not familiar. 

18 Raccoon is alone in the boat when he passes the 
alligator. 

 Explain: Call attention to his family in the background. 
“Look. His mother and siblings (brother and sister) are 
following him.  Raccoon does not realize this.  He thinks he 
is alone. 

19-20 Peeked at an alligator  Explain:  Point out as you read pages 19-25, that the 
following events listed on the left are all new experiences 
and a new experience can be an adventure - an exciting 
event. 

21-22 Saw birds and ‘churred’ back to them   

22-23 Reached in the water to touch turtles   

24-25 Watched ducklings with their mother   

24-25  While he is observing the ducklings, his family is right 
behind him.  

16,17 Connect: Look (p. 16). I Notice here his mother is following 
him.  Look (p.17). The family is still following.  I think they 
have been following him the whole time and he doesn’t 
know it.  He has no idea.  He thinks that he is on his own. 

29   Raccoon reunites with his family.                                                                                                                                 13,16,20 
22,24,26 

Connect:  He is with his family.  I wonder if he tells his 
mother and siblings about all the exciting adventures he 
had going downstream.  Briefly, recall adventures on pages 
13- 26. 

 
 

TEACH:  Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1-2 boat, mud  Swamp - an area of land that is always wet and is 
surrounded by lots of plants and trees 

3-4 mud, mother raccoon and her young search Young - another word to call babies 
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Search - to look for 

5-6 two young raccoons, third raccoon, 
adventurous 

climb Crawfish - small shellfish that lives in the swamp 
*Adventurous - likes to try new things 

9   “chill ran down his spine”- a feeling that you get 
when you are scared or excited 

12 branch, afraid high *Afraid - scared 

13 terrified ducked Glided - moved smoothly 
*Terrified - really scared 

15-16 shadowy shapes, reflection  Reflection - A picture of something that you see on a 
shiny surface - like when you see yourself in the 
mirror.  The water is a shiny surface here. 

16-17 curious  *Curious - wanting to know about something; 
wanting to find out more information 

17-18 lilies splash Huge - really big 

19-20 alligator, lily pads   

21-22   Warblers - type of bird 

24   Scattered - to go in different directions 

25-26 merganser, ducklings   

26 bank  Bank - the land next to water 

27-28 Relieved, safe  *Relieved - glad that something unpleasant is over; 
glad that something finally happens 
*Safe - protected from danger 

   *Familiar - something you already know or have 
experienced  

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Adventurous 
Afraid 
Terrified 
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Curious 
Relieved 
Safe 
Familiar 

 
Read 1: ASK 

ASK:  Why was the ride in the boat an adventure? 

 
Possible Answers:  

 Because Raccoon saw things he had never seen before.   

 It was the first time he was on his own.  

 He was riding in a boat for the first time in his life. 

 Everything he saw was unfamiliar. 

 

Read 1: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 1: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When we are on our own for the first time it can be scary, but we can also learn new things from a new 
adventure.  

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story.  
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START: Read 2 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                              
 

Read 2: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and identify title and author.  The title of the book is Raccoon on His Own and the author, or the 

person who wrote the story, is Jim Arnosky.  

STATE:   Story Problem  The baby raccoon floats downstream in an abandoned canoe and becomes separated from his family. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 2  Remember, this baby raccoon floated down in the swamp on a boat all by himself?  I noticed that he stayed 

in the boat the whole time.  I wonder why.  Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 2: TEACH  

TEACH: Push-in characters’ thoughts and feelings (as they connect to key events) that relate to the story problem. 

Page # Events Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

5 Mother raccoon and two baby raccoons 
are eating, but a third raccoon climbs in 
the boat. 

 This raccoon feels adventurous; he wants to explore instead of eat.  

10 Raccoon is floating in the boat on his 
own for the first time. 

Raccoon must feel really scared.  I bet he is thinking, “Oh no, I am all alone. I’ve never 
been in a boat before.  I wonder where it is taking me.” 

12 Raccoon is trying to grab a branch. He must be afraid.  He is trying to get out of the boat. 

Push-In and Connect 
Characters’ Feelings 

with Key Events 
 

Raccoon on His Own 
By:  Jim Arnosky 

 

Push-In 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
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13 The raccoon saw the snake and ducked 
down. 

Oh no, Raccoon is under a snake.  I bet he is terrified - really scared.  Notice how he is 
ducking down. What an adventure. 

16-17 Raccoon sees the shadowy shapes and 
then he sees his reflection. 

Raccoon looks curious - he looks so interested in the shadowy shapes of the trees.  His 
refection is keeping him company. He is probably thinking, “This is a neat adventure.  I 
can see another raccoon in the water.” 

18 Something huge made a great splash. 
 

The noise must have frightened Raccoon. It looks like he is going to hide inside the 
boat. 

20 A great big alligator appeared. He must be curious.  He is trying to peek to see the alligator even though he is still 
afraid. 

24 Raccoon reached in the water to touch 
the turtle’s shell. 

He is trying to touch the turtle’s shell.  Maybe he has never seen a turtle before.  He 
must feel really curious about these turtles.  This is another adventure for Raccoon. 

25-26 Raccoon sees the baby ducks following 
their mother. 

I wonder if raccoon is thinking about his mother.  I bet he is thinking, “I wish I were 
with my mother and my brother and sister.  I miss them.” He didn’t know it, but they 
were nearby.  See them in the tree (point to the illustration)? 

27-28 Raccoon sees his family coming to meet 
him. 
 

He must feel so happy and relieved to see them.  I bet he is thinking, “Finally, I am safe 
with my family again.  Wait until I tell them about all the adventures that I had when I 
was on my own in the boat.”                                            

 

TEACH: Push-in target vocabulary using PAT. 
Page # Point  Act Tell  

1-2 boat, mud  Swamp - an area of land that is always wet and is 
surrounded by lots of plants and trees 

3-4 mud, mother raccoon and her young search Young - another word to call babies 
Search - to look for 

5-6 two young raccoons, third raccoon, 
adventurous 

climb Crawfish - small shellfish that lives in the swamp 
*Adventurous - likes to try new things 

9   “chill ran down his spine”- a feeling that you get 
when you are scared or excited 

12 branch, afraid high *Afraid - scared 

13 terrified ducked Glided - moved smoothly 
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*Terrified - really scared 

15-16 shadowy shapes, reflection  Reflection - A picture of something that you see on a 
shiny surface - like when you see yourself in the 
mirror.  The water is a shiny surface here. 

16-17 curious  *Curious - wanting to know about something; 
wanting to find out more information 

17-18 lilies splash Huge - really big 

19-20 alligator, lily pads   

21-22   Warblers - type of bird 

24   Scattered - to go in different directions 

25-26 merganser, ducklings   

26 bank  Bank - the land next to water 

27-28 Relieved, safe  *Relieved - glad that something unpleasant is over; 
glad that something finally happens 
*Safe - protected from danger 

   *Familiar - something you already know or have 
experienced 

Target Tier 2 vocabulary related to story:   
Adventurous 
Afraid 
Terrified 
Curious 
Relieved 
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Read 2: ASK 
ASK:  Why did the raccoon stay in the boat? 
 

Possible Answers:  

 He felt afraid and felt safer in the boat.   

 He could see things better from the boat. 

 The water was dark and dirty.  

 He could stay dry in the boat. 

 Maybe he didn’t know how to swim or he was afraid of the water. 

 

Read 2: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on children’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 2: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When we are on our own for the first time it can be scary, but we can also learn new things from a new 
adventure. 

 Transition to next activity and push-in how it relates to the story. 
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START: Read 3 
Guide for Repeated Interactive Read-Alouds 

 

                                                                                                                     
 

Read 3: STATE 
STATE:  Show cover illustration and have the children recall the title and author.  Remember, the title of the book is Raccoon on His 

Own and the author, or the person who wrote the story, is Jim Arnosky.  

STATE:   Pull-out story problem.  The baby raccoon floats downstream in an abandoned canoe and becomes separated from his family. 

STATE:  Purpose of Read 3  Remember all that happened to this baby raccoon?  He went downstream in the swamp on a boat all by 

himself.  I wonder how he felt about this unexpected adventure. Let’s read and find out. 

 

Read 3: TEACH  

TEACH: Pull-out key events and characters’ thoughts and feelings.  

 Read a few passages that prompt children to respond. 

 Ask questions such as “What is happening here?”  Then, connect character’s feelings to that event, “How do you think ______felt 
when that happened?” 

Page # Possible Descriptions of Events Possible Descriptions of Characters’ Thoughts and Feelings 

5 Mother raccoon and two baby raccoons 
are eating, but a third raccoon climbs in 
the boat. 

He was curious about the boat.  He was feeling adventurous. 

Pull-Out  
Characters’ Feelings 

Key Events 

Raccoon on His Own 

By:  Jim Arnosky 
 

Pull-Out 
Story Problem 

Target Vocabulary 
 



 This material is copyright protected by the Rollins Center for Language & Learning at the Atlanta Speech School.  Please reproduce for use with teachers, leaders, and parents.  For more information, 
contact the Rollins Center at Rollins@atlspsch.org. 

 
Page 10 

10 Raccoon is floating in the boat on his 
own for the first time. 

He was excited because this was a new adventure.  But he was also frightened because 
he had never been on his own before.  He had never been away from his family. 

12 Raccoon is trying to grab a branch. 
 

He is trying to get out of the boat because he is afraid and wants to get back to the 
mud bank with his family. 

13 The raccoon saw the snake and ducked 
down. 
 

He was afraid because the snake was a sign of danger.  Raccoon was thinking that the 
snake might try to eat him. 

16-17 
 

Raccoon sees the shadowy shapes and 
then he sees his reflection. 

He felt curious.  He wanted to know more about the shapes.  He was also curious, or 
confused, about why another raccoon was in the water.  

18 Something huge made a great splash. Raccoon was frightened when he heard the loud splash. 

20 A great big alligator appeared. 
 

Raccoon thought the alligator meant danger, but he was still curious about the 
alligator.  This was a new adventure because he probably never saw an alligator 
before. 

24 Raccoon reached in the water to touch 
the turtle’s shell. 

This was another adventure for the raccoon.  He was curious about the turtles.  This 
was the first time he had seen turtles and he was curious. 

25-26 Raccoon sees the baby ducks following 
their mother. 

When he saw the ducklings following their mother, he thought about his own mother 
and sister and brother.  He felt lonely and sad because he missed them. 

27-28 Raccoon sees his family coming to meet 
him. 
 

He was so relieved to see his family.  He was glad to be with them and not be alone 
anymore.  He had been on an exciting adventure but he was still dependent on his 
mother.  He still needed her. 

 

TEACH: Pull-out target vocabulary.  

 Provide opportunities for children to use target vocabulary. 

 

Read 3: ASK 
ASK:  The final why question leads to the main idea.  Why was the raccoon afraid but still curious? 
 

Possible Answers:  

 He was afraid because he was by himself and away from his mother. 
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 He saw things that scared him, like the alligator and the snake. 

 He saw things that he had never seen before.  He liked looking at the birds and he was curious about the turtles in the water. 

 

Read 3: RESPOND 
RESPOND: 

 Restate what child said in a more complex sentence. 

 Use correct syntax. 

 Model rich vocabulary. 

 Build on child’s statements by adding more information. 
 

 

Read 3: TIE 
TIE: 

 Summarize main idea:  When we are on our own for the first time it can be scary, but we can also learn new things from a new 
adventure. 

 Transition to next activity and pull-out how it relates to the story.  

 
 


