
Fluency Instructional Methods In Connected Text 

Assisted reading is an instructional strategy for building fluency, or a fluency intervention, where a 
struggling reader is paired with a more proficient reader to provide immediate feedback and help build 
reading fluency skills.  

1.    Assisted reading must be done with material at a student’s instructional level (90-94% accuracy)  

2.    A struggling reader should be paired with a more proficient reader (peer, teacher, parent)  

3.    Students receive support and corrective feedback.  

Peer Reading also referred to as peer-assisted reading or partner reading, involves grouping readers in 
partners where they take turns reading aloud to each other and providing corrective feedback. Usually, 
more-fluent readers are paired with less-fluent readers.  

1.   One student reads aloud a section of text while the second student follows along.  

2.   The second student provides corrective feedback.  

3.   Students switch roles, with the first reader now providing corrective feedback.  

There are a variety of   ways to implement this instructional strategy. We have provided a 
Peer Reading Routine resource in the Reading Fluency Cox Campus course for classroom implementation.  

Teacher   Tip: Explicitly teaching routines is important for ensuring partner time is productive.  

Choral Reading is an assisted-reading strategy for building fluency   where students read aloud in unison. 
This is a great alternative to round-robin reading, where unnecessary pressure is put on a student to read 
individually prior to establishing confidence with a passage.  

Choral reading can be done as a whole class or small group, along with a teacher or more experienced 
reader. Through this instructional practice students are gaining repeated exposures to words for their sight 
vocabularies, building confidence, and getting models of fluent reading. A few steps to implementing in 
the classroom include:  

1.    Choose a book or passage for reading as a group.  

2.    Provide a copy of the text for each student to follow along (digital copies work, too.)  

3.    Model how the passage sounds when reading fluently for students as they follow along in their     
  own copy of the text.  

4.    Re-read the passage or text together along with the students all in unison.  
  (Modified from Reading Rockets)  
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Echo Reading is an assisted-reading strategy that involves a teacher or more experienced reader modeling 
a passage of text and students repeating back the text. This instructional method is very similar to Choral 
reading; the main difference is that once the more proficient reader has modeled the text, students repeat 
back as a group without the help of the more proficient reader.  

1.   Choose a book or passage for reading as a group.  

2.   Provide a copy of the text for each student to follow along (digital copies work, too.)  

3.   Model how the passage sounds when reading fluently for students as they follow along in their own  
 copy of the text.  

4.   Students repeat the section aloud together   without the assistance of the more experienced reader.  

Warning! Both choral and echo reading are helpful strategies for gaining confidence, exposure to words 
and serve as models for fluent reading. However, it is important to use these instructional strategies  
wisely in the classroom. Readers need to decode words themselves, and at times, these methods can  
enable students to follow along and rely on others to do the “heavy lifting” of decoding text. It is  
important to monitor students, provide other opportunities for practice with decoding, and continually   
check-in and assess student’s comprehension to ensure they are following along closely   with the text.  

Audio-Assisted Reading is an assisted-reading practice where a student reads along with an  
audio-recording of a text at their instructional reading level. The reader must have a copy of the text to 
follow along as the recording reads. A   variety of mediums can be used for this activity   whether it be an 
audio-book, iPad, or one of the many online resources that provide audio-readings of text. This activity   
allows students to have assisted reading help even during independent work or   when a more proficient 
reader isn’t available to directly assist and model for students. However, this is not a replacement for  
alternate forms of assisted-reading and it is important to monitor students to ensure they are tracking 
along with the text visually and not just allowing the recordings to read text aloud. Additionally, frequent 
comprehension checks will ensure students are engaged and focused during these activities.  

1.   Choose a reading passage and audio recording of the reading at a student’s instructional level.  

2.   Students will listen to the recording and track along on their own copy of the text.  

3.   Students can read out loud along with the audio recording. (This step can be optional.*)  

4.   Have students read and re-read along with the audio until they feel comfortable reading the text 
 unassisted.  

5.   Have students read the selected text without the audio support.  
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Teacher   Tip: In classrooms where students are reading extended stories with chapters, students can read a 
chapter to themselves silently   while listening to the recorded version of text, and then come together as a 
group to read the chapter aloud together. This allows students to gain a model of fluent reading,  
familiarize themselves with new   words, and independently read in a lower-risk setting that builds  
confidence.  

Teacher   Tip:   A more experienced reader can also audio-record themselves reading a text for another stu-
dent to use. If it is from a more experienced reader, this also provides the narrator   with additional fluency   
practice.  

Online resources with audio-recordings of text:  

1.   Epic! Books (free for educators, fee for families, tons of books and many   with text displayed)  

2.   Learning Ally   Audio books (subscription, provides tons of books and many   with text displayed)  

3.   Storynory (free, many of the stories are their own)  

4.   Loyal Books (free, many classic chapter books)  

5.   Storyline Online (free, tons of children’s books audio-recorded)  

Repeated Reading is an instructional strategy to build automaticity and fluency through students reading 
a selection of text multiple times. There are a variety of different approaches in the classroom and many of   
our assisted-reading strategies embed an element of repeated reading within them. The basis for repeated 
reading remains the same: multiple readings of a selected passage to build fluency.  

Warning! Students should be doing no more than three readings of a text that is shorter in length. If the 
selection is too long, the exercise will be too challenging and arduous for a non-fluent reader.  

Teacher   Tip: With older readers, select a specific passage within a chapter or longer text that highlights a 
skill or particularly interesting part in the dialogue for students to re-read.)  

Performance Reading is an instructional method that has students rehearse and perform a passage of text 
or a poem for an audience. This can take a variety of forms, whether it is performing for another reader, 
teacher, class, or in some cases rehearsing and recording their own voice to be listened to by other readers 
in the classroom.  

Additionally, this method incorporates the repeated reading method, as students will need to practice 
their readings of text multiple times to perform. However, it brings an authentic and motivating element 
to the instructional practice. The students are performing the reading for others!  

https://www.getepic.com
https://learningally.org
https://www.storynory.com
https://www.loyalbooks.com
https://storylineonline.net
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Research has shown that fluent oral reading learned through performance reading leads not only to  
engagement in and enjoyment of reading for students, but to reading comprehension as well (Rasinski & 
Hoffman, 2003).  

Teacher   Tip:   A great way to implement performance reading in the classroom is to integrate technology   
to engage an audience. There are a variety of   ways for students to record themselves and then listen back 
and share with others. This allows students to hear themselves and share it with an audience not in the 
classroom. One specific app students can use is “Flipgrid.” Students practice readings of a text and then 
record themselves on the app reading aloud. This video can be shared with parents or other teachers with 
permission.  

Reader’s Theater is a type of performance reading where students rehearse a play or poem to perform for   
an audience. Students perform as characters or a narrator reading from the script. These roles encourage 
practice of the expressive elements of reading in order for students to be engaging for their audience. 
Teachers can create scripts based off books students have read in class or refer to a variety of resources 
that provide scripts for Reader’s Theater.  

Resources for Reader’s Theater Scripts:  

1.   Reading A-Z - Website provides many scripts based off of their student texts (paid)  

2.   Teachingheart.net/readerstheater - Website with many free reader’s theater scripts (free)  

https://www.readinga-z.com
http://www.teachingheart.net/readerstheater.htm



