Partner Talk Tip Sheet

Tips for Introducing Partner Talk

Use common language such as “face your partner” or “knees and noses
together’”

Establish a signal used to bring the group back together.

Name consistent partners based on proximity to avoid confusion.

| Do: Model teacher-to-teacher, student-to-student partner talk before
the whole group engages in conversations.

We Do: Rehearse partner conversations, practice turning to talk and
turning back to the group at the signal until students are able to work
independently. (You Do)

Tips for Effective Partner Talk

Pose questions to the group at large.

Provide think time.

Decide who goes first. Choose a deciding factor that can work in various
contexts, such as which partner has longer/shorter hair or which partner is
older.

Provide time for both partners to talk.

Use a signal to return to the group.

Have students report what their PARTNER said to encourage listening.
Encourage the use of accountable talk.

Incorporate the TALK Ladder & Safety Nets.



