
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Use “Old McDonald” to capture children’s 

attention. Particularly use cow, duck and chicken as the animals in the song.  

Story Title:  Click Clack Moo Cows that Type                                                                                   Author:  Doreen Cronin 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: 
I wonder why these cows on the cover 
are typing on the typewriter. Let’s read 
and find out.  

Purpose of Read: 
Remember Farmer Brown had a 
problem. His cows wouldn’t 
produce milk and his hens would 
not lay eggs if he didn’t give them 
electric blankets. I wonder how he 
felt about this. Let’s read and find 
out. 

Purpose of Read: 
Now that you know this story so well, I 
would like for you to help tell the story.  
The farmer and the cows both wanted 
something from each other. And in the 
end the cows got their electric blankets 
and the farmer got the milk and eggs. I 
wonder why this worked. Let’s read and 
find out. 

Main Idea: When we want things from others, we have to be willing to give them something in return. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 4 Farmer Brown type Problem- when something goes wrong 

Pg. 6   Impossible- can’t happen 

Pg. 9 
  Electric blankets- blankets that get warm by 

plugging in a cord 

Pg. 10 
Farmer Brown (shadow), cows “No way!” On strike- refusing to do something until you get 

what you want 

Pg. 14 Note, hens cold Hens – female chickens 

Pg.16 Note  Impatient- can’t wait 

Pg. 19   Furious- very angry 

Pg. 20 Typewriter  Demand- to say something has to happen 

Pg. 22 
Duck  Neutral- not on anyone’s side  

Ultimatum- to give an order; to say this is what you 
have to do 

Pg. 24 
Animals snoop Emergency- when you have to do something right 

away  
Snoop- to try to listen to what others are saying 

Pg. 
26/27 

Note knocked Exchange- to swap or trade 

Pg. 30 
ducks  Diving board- a board that is for jumping into the 

water 



 

 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use 
throughout your reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
 
1. Message- what you want to say to another person  
2. Communicate-letting someone know what you need, want, feel or think  
3. Refuse- to not do something that you are asked to do  
4. Ridiculous- really silly 
5. Furious – very angry 

 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 

place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 
1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 

3rd Read Think 
Alouds 

Pg. 9 

The cows that live in the barn typed a message 
asking for electric blankets. I am thinking that 
they typed the message because that is the only 
way they could communicate with Farmer 
Brown. He could read, but he couldn’t 
understand “Moo.” 

Pg.9 
At first Farmer Brown can’t believe 
his cows are typing. He is really 
surprised at their ridiculous request. 

Choose a few pages 
of the book that 
include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your 
class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about 
that? 
 
Support the children 
in your class and 
verbally prompt 
them to use 
vocabulary 
previously modeled 
in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below 
to review. 
Pg. 9 
Pg. 10 
Pg.11 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 20 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 30 

Pg. 11 

Since Farmer Brown wouldn’t give the cows 
blankets, they decided that they would stop 
giving milk. I think they keep typing messages 
because this is how they can communicate what 
they want. 

Pg.10 

I can tell that Farmer Brown is 
upset. He must be thinking, “This is 
ridiculous! My cows are typing 
messages to me on a typewriter! 
And now they want electric 
blankets! No way!” 

Pg. 14 

These cows are not going to give up! Now they 
left another message asking for blankets for the 
hens. I wonder what Farmer Brown is going to 
do? 

Pg.11 

Farmer Brown must have been 
furious when his cows were not 
going to produce any milk.  He must 
be thinking, “I depend on these 
cows for milk. If these cows don’t 
give me milk, I won’t have any and I 
need that milk!” 

Pg. 16 

 I am thinking that the Farmer just ignored the 
note about blankets for the hens, so the hens 
decided to stop giving eggs. I also think that 
since the cows know how to communicate with 
the farmer on this typewriter, other animals are 
getting them to ask him for what they want. 

Pg.19 

The cows and hens must be upset 
because Farmer Brown is not giving 
them what they want. Farmer 
Brown is furious. He must be 
thinking, “I have cows that type and 
won’t give milk and now hens that 
won’t lay eggs… just because I 
won’t give them electric blankets. 

Pg. 20 

Farmer Brown wants the cows and hens to give 
him milk and eggs, but he is refusing to give 
them electric blankets. I wonder how they are 
going to solve this problem 

Pg.20 
 

Look, Farmer Brown is so angry at 
this ridiculous request that he is 
going to type the animals a message 
back! He will not give them electric 
blankets.  

Pg. 26 

The cows agreed to exchange, or trade, the 
typewriter for the electric blankets. I see that 
duck has brought this message to the farmer 
from the cows. 

Pg.27 

The cows must have been thinking, 
“Maybe if we give Farmer Brown 
something he wants, then maybe he 
will agree to give us what we want. I 
bet he wants to give him this 
typewriter so we won’t keep 
sending him messages.  So maybe if 
we agree to give him the typewriter 
he will give us the blankets.” 

Pg. 30 

 Oh dear! The duck didn’t deliver the typewriter 
to the farmer. And the duck has figured out a 
way to communicate with the farmer. Now he is 
using the typewriter to ask for what the ducks 
want –a diving board! 

  



 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 
Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

*Cut the 

dotted lines 

Why did the cows type their 
messages on the typewriter? 
 

How did Farmer Brown feel 
when the cows and hens 
decided not to produce milk 
or eggs? Why? 

How did the farmer and the 
cows get what they wanted 
from each other? 
 

Respond Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea When we want things from others, we have to be willing to give them something in return. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Block Area: Provide farm animals in the block area. Encourage the children to recreate the story in their 
play.  
 
Writing Center: Have a variety of paper and writing instruments in the writing center. Encourage the 
children to write messages to their friends. They can then deliver the messages to their cubbies.  
 
Small Groups:  Have the children draw a picture of something ridiculous. Use the small group emergent 
writing time to assist children in writing about their picture.  

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. Learn more by 
checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 
 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 
 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 A connected Focus Word Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 
 
 How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 
1. Message: mensaje (men-sah-hay) 
2. Communicate: comunicar (co-moon-ee-car) 
3. Refuse: rehusar (ray-ew-sar) 
4. Ridiculous: ridículo (rih-dic-ew-lo) 
5. Furious: furioso (furry-oh-so) 

Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 
Suggestions: cow, duck, paper with a message written out, keyboard 

 


