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Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class: Preschool or PK Theme: Week of:

Inquiry Questions: How can | use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more
beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves
and others? How can we use music to change the world?

Main idea: All of the small and the important choices we make can inspire and encourage people we might not ever even meet.

Focus Words:

Because/ porque (por-kay): a reason for something/la razén de algo

Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): makes you want to do something / algo que te mueve a hacer algo

Perform/ interpreter (een-tehr-preh-tahr): to do something others watch/ representar o hacer algo en frente de otros

Encourage/animar (an-ee-mar): to do or say things that help others feel like they can do hard things/ hacer o decir algo que ayude a otras personas a hacer algo
que puede ser dificil para ellos

Sequence of events/ secuencia de eventos (seh-kwen-see-ah day eh-ven-toes): a lot of things that happened one after another/cosas que pasan una después de
otra

Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh): everyone matters / our choices change everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones cambian las vidas de los demas

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?
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Support and Adaptations for Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Dual Language Learners Class: Preschool or PK Theme: Week of:

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:

¢ Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language
o Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language

¢ Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble
map, and DLL visual supports. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use
these words in multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

« Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:
e The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/musica (MEW-see-kah)
Spanish cognates from Because: Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr), Connected/conectado (coh-nec-tah-doh)

Partner with Families:

o Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music
with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day
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Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book
Class: Preschool or PK Theme:

Week of:

Be creative! Create
your own connected
activities

Family Connection:
Invite children to interview a family
member or family friend who creates
music, sings, or plays an instrument. What
inspired them to make music or play that
instrument? Whose choices made it possible for
them to learn and grow as a musician? How has
music changed their lives and how does it make
them feel? Encourage children to audio or video
record that conversation and a short clip of their
person making music or singing a verse from a
song that inspires them. Invite children to bring
in their interviews and share what they
have learned about their family
members or friends!

Emergent Writing/ Book making:
Together with children, help them make a page
about the family member or friend they
interviewed with their BECAUSE story. Create a
class book with the BECAUSE stories of the
musicians connected to the classroom to put in
the class library or - even better- to send home
to each family to read together.

Transitions:
Transitions are such a natural opportunity
to talk about the sequence of events and to be
inspired and encouraged by music! Play music as you transition.
Children will quickly make connections between the songs and the
next thing (ie. Clean up song). The music will also encourage and
inspire - and connect us! As you transition from one activity or
location to another, talking about the sequence of events comes
naturally. Connect what children are doing and about to do with

why they are doing it. Use order words, first, second, next, then.
Also use the word “because” as you talk about why you all are
doing what you are doing (l.e. We are washing our hands before
we eat because we want to stay healthy! We are going
to take a bathroom break before rest time so
don't have to get up when our body is
really relaxing).

Small group sequencing,
language development, and
conceptual connections:
In small groups ask children to come up with
and talk about a sequence of events based on things
that you all have learned about together across the year
and/or experiences they have outside of the classroom.
Invite children to illustrate in a comic book frame. Write
words under them (ie. seeds/sprout/flower; egg/caterpillar/
chrysalis/ butterfly; etc.). Cut apart the comic strip sections
and laminate them as separate cards. Have small groups play
with and discuss them with you, talking about why the
sequence of events happens that way and why it doesn’t
work as well to move the order of some things around.
Then talk about how other things can be done in any
order or sequence. Ask them why they think that is!
See how many of the vocabulary words children
use (because, connected, sequence of events,
so that...) Take note of the words and
phrases children use as you
progress monitor.

Because
by Mo Willems

Musical Extensions and the
Author/lllustrator Stories:

Check out this short video that the author
Mo Willems and the illustrator Amber Ren
sharing their story of how they came to write
and illustrate the book Because.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=lh755r78tS0 and listen to the musical
composition called “The Cold” that Hilary
Purrington created to accompany the story
Because. It is available on soundcloud:
https://soundcloud.com/hilary-purrington/
the-cold.

Community into the classroom:
Invite the family members of friends who were in the class
book to come in and share some music with the class and
teach us about their instrument or tell a story about their
favorite song or who inspired and encouraged them. This
could even be on zoom for a virtual guest speaker if protocols
or time constraints prevent the family members/friends of
each child from attending during the school day.
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