
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Older Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Little You
Wonder/maravilla (mah-rah-bee-yah): (noun) something really great/algo realmente genial o especial 
Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-soh): really great/maravilloso
Perfect/perfecto(a) (pehr-fehk-toh): great just the way it is/algo que no tiene falta
Adore/adorar (ah-doh-rahr): love so much/querer mucho

Hands Can
Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-soh): really great/maravilloso
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/que no es lo mismo 
Helpful/servicial (sehr-bee-syahl): ready to help/listo(a) a ayudar 

Inquiry Questions:  Who am I? Why do I matter?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Invite families to discuss, complete, and send in to school the Family Language and Culture Survey on Cox Campus, so that we can all learn more about the 
families in the classroom and how our families are the same and different. This is important for our efforts to create a culturally preserving and honoring classroom 
for each child and family.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•	 Spanish cognates from Little You: Perfect/perfecto(a) (pehr-fehk-toh), Adore/adorar (ah-doh-rahr), 
•	 Spanish cognates from Hands Can: Different/diferente



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book
Older Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         

Transitions:

Our amazing hands 
can pick up our toys and 
put them away. Amazing 

job being helpful and 
contributing!

Outdoor 
Activities: 

Hands can play outside. Have 
balls for children to use their amazing 

hands to catch and to throw. Invite them 
to notice all the amazing ways they use their 

hands as they play outside! 

Another day you all can look for little (and big) 
wonders on the playground. Find something 

little/find something large. You can have 
children describe and name the object 

(big tricycles, small tricycles, big 
rock, small rock, etc.)Science: 

Hands can do science. 
Invite children to use potting 

soil and milk cartoons to plant 
seeds. Then put the cartons in a row 
on the windowsill to grow. Observe 
with wonder the amazing process of 
the plant growing and changing from 

the little seed! Celebrate that each 
plant is unique and perfect, just 

like each child!

Family Connection:

Invite families to make a list of 
things that are a wonder about their 
little one. This could be a variation of 

an All About Me board celebrating the 
unique and wonderful little ones in the 

classroom family. 

Little You
by Richard Van Camp 

&
Hands Can 

by Cheryl Willis Hudson

Art:

Hands can do all 
kinds of amazing art! Use 

playdough or kinetic sand to 
mold, finger paint, and art materials 

to create! Look at the amazing 
artwork of our amazing hands! 

Celebrate saying “All of this art is a 
wonder, it is amazing!”


