
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE:  Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read Fish is Fish, I had some questions. Remember when the 
tadpole (point to picture on page 1) changed into a frog (point to picture on page 8)?  That made me want to know, how does a real 
tadpole change into a frog? 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) – Let’s read and find out how a real tadpole changes into a frog. 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) - Questions I had:  How does a real tadpole change into a frog?  This 
informational book, called Life Cycle of a Frog, has a lot of information about the life of a frog.  Life cycle means the changes that 
happen in an animal’s life.  I think that I will find the answer to my question by reading this information book.  
 
 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  Fish is Fish 
Informational Text(s):  Life Cycle of a Frog by Bobby Kalman 

Key Concept(s):  How did the tadpole change into a frog? 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

3  Table of Contents – When I  open my 
information text,  the first page I  come to is  
the Table of Contents (show). The Table of  
Content tells  me what information is  in the 
book and what page it  is on. Right here it 
says “What is a  l ife cycle? ” A life cycle are 
the changes a tadpole goes through  to 
become a frog.  What is  a Life Cycle can be 
found on page 10. Let’s turn to that section 
and see if  there is  any information on why 
tadpoles turn into frogs.  

 

10 (read first two sentences and 
then say…).   So frogs go 
through a set of changes called 
a l ife cycle. See here (point to 
picture) we can see words next 
to each picture  telling us what 
they are.  So first frogs are 
eggs,  then tadpoles,  then 
froglets,  and then frog s!  

Bold text  -  The word hatch is darker than 
the other words on the page (point to 
word).  See how it shows up more because it 
is bolder, or darker,  than the other words? 
Hatch  must be an important word in this 
book.  I  am going to look in the glossary  
which is  at the back of the book. The 
glossary tells  us what important words in 
the book mean.  Let’s see what the word 
hatch means (go to glossary and read 
definition).  Oh so that must be what 
happens here when frogs go from an egg to 
a tadpole.  Let’s kee p reading and see if  we 
can learn more…  

Hatch- to break 
out of  an egg  



 

 

12 Wow! So all  frogs start as frog 
eggs(point to picture)  or 
spawns but some never make it 
because other animals eat 
them. Let’s see what happens 
when an egg does hatch…  

 Spawn- frog eggs 

14-15 So when an egg hatches there 
is a  tiny tadpole that comes 
out.  A tadpole i s  a baby frog 
but it  resembles or looks  just 
l ike a  tiny fish instead of  a frog 
just l ike the tadpole in  Fish is 
Fish.   
When tadpoles are first 
hatched,  they have tails  and 
gills.  The gills help them to 
breathe in the water.   But 
these gills  will  disappear.   They 
will  go away.  Tadpoles eat 
plants and start to grow bigger 
(point to picture on pg 15)  

Bold text -  The word gill  is  darker than the 
other words on the page (point to word).  
See how it  shows up more because it  is  
bolder,  or darker, than the other words? 
Gill  must be an important word in this 
book.  I  am going to look in the glossary  
again so I  can find out what the wo rd gill  
means.  (go to glossary and read definition).  
Oh so both fish and frogs use gills  to 
breathe in oxygen under water. Oxygen is  
the air we breathe.  

Gill-  a body part 
found in fish and 
frogs that takes in 
oxygen from 
water 

17 By the time a tadpole reaches 
9 weeks old,  its body goes 
through lots of  changes .  The 
tadpole begins to grow legs in 
the back of its body and then 
grows legs in the front (point 

  



 

 

to picture on pg 17).  As the 
legs grow, the tail  starts to 
disappear and shrin k (act out 
shrinking/getting smaller) ,  
meaning it gets smaller!  The 
tadpole starts to look like a  
tiny frog.  Let’s see what 
happens next…  

18 Next, when a tadpole reaches 3 
months old,  the tail  is  almost 
gone. Now the tadpole is  a ti ny 
frog and it ’s  called a froglet.  
With its new legs,  the frog can 
crawl out of  the water. Now it  
uses its sticky tongue to eat 
insects.   

  

19 So finally a  froglet  becomes a 
frog when its tail  completely 
disappears, meaning you can’t  
see it  anymore. It  can also 
camouflage itself ,  which means 
their skin changes color to 
match the surroundings.  

 Camouflage- skin 
colors and 
patterns that help 
an animal  blend in 
with i ts 
surroundings  

Summarize Wow, so we just saw how a 
tadpole changes into a frog. 
First,  (turn back to pg 10) 
tadpoles hatch from eggs and 

  



 

 

then their bodies change.  They 
grow front and back legs (turn 
back to pg 17) and their tails  
grow shorter and disapp ear. 
The tadpoles  then change into 
baby froglets and their tail  
continues to disappear.  They 
can also now climb out of  the 
pond and go on land.  Froglets 
finally become adult frogs 
when their tail  is  completely  
gone.  

 
Ask and Learn 

ASK:  Question Related to Key Concept – How does a real tadpole change into a frog?   
 Their tails disappear 
 They grow legs and climb out of the water 
 Their gills disappear 

              Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by  adding more information.  



 

 

 


